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DNA is the latest tool in 
assisting to find your 
Ancestors. This can take 
the guesswork out of 
your research. Not an 
easy science.  
Page 6

Sturt Street, Ballarat. Photographer Lindt, JW (John 
Williams) no date known 

There are a number of photographs throughout the 
newsletter of scenes over time in Ballarat. These are 
photos posted to Facebook page Old Time Photos of 
Yesteryear. Most are taken from the research 
undertaken at the State Library Victoria by Ormond 
Butler and his brother who enjoy sharing the results of 
their hobby. 

Read about Annie Westcott a WW1 
nurse for whom there is going to be a 
Commemorative Service at the Ballarat 
Old Cemetery. Members are welcome to 
attend but can also read about her 
memorable life.  Page 5

William Orr Goudy and Alice 
Brown made their way from 
North Ireland to Australia 
and eventually Ballarat. Two 
of their descendants, Rob 
and Raymond Goudey have 
completed a lot of research 
and have put together the 
story of their ancestors. 
Portions of this story have 
been replicated in this 
edition of LINK and the full 
story will be published on 
the BDGS website along with 
the many sources used to 
put the story together.   
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Welcome to 2016 and the first LINK for the 
year. I do hope you all had a wonderful 
holiday break and are ready to continue 
your research.  

The meetings should be popular with some 
interesting speakers set for the first half of 
the  year.  
I was to give a talk on using TROVE in 
February, however it is being taken off line 
the day before and a new format is to be 
released later that week! Good timing 
TROVE. Instead I will take you through 
Papers Past (New Zealand) and British 
Newspapers.  
In March Yvonne Horsfield will be talking 
about her Chinese ancestry.  
In April we will be meeting Gerald Jensen at 
the Old Colonist’s Club in Lydiard Street.  
In May Neil Leckie, historian from the 
Ballarat Ranger Barracks will be with us.  
In this edition there is an outline of DNA. 
This is the latest craze in genealogy and is 
very interesting although not easy to 
understand. In June this year we have 
 Fadi J Charchar PhD FAHA  
Robert HT Smith Chair in Cardiovascular 
Genomics Federation University Australia 
who lectures around the world and is an 
expert in DNA and a great speaker.  
You can always check for meeting topics 
at 
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/about/
meetings 
As always I am looking for articles for LINK 
and if you do not have an article I would 

love suggestions of subjects you would 
like covered.  
You will also find an advertisement for 

UTAS who runs a Diploma of Genealogy. 
These are classes run online and each unit 
is only for a few weeks and are free. You 
can never know enough when it comes to 
research. New records are being released 
online every day and our hobby, or 
obsession, is becoming easier and more 
accessible all the time. This is due to the 
hard work of many volunteers who spend 
hours working to bring these records to you 
for an affordable cost.  

Disclaimer 
The Ballarat and District Genealogical Society 
Inc. does not hold itself  responsible for the 
accuracy of  statements or opinions expressed by 
authors of  articles published

INDEX 
President’s Report  Page 4 
Annie Westcott  Page 5 
Introduction to DNA Page 6-7 
William Goudy &  
Alice Brown   Page 8, 9 & 12 
Research   Page 10 - 11 

Meeting and Speakers 7.30 pm at the  
Ballarat Library Doveton Street 

February - Carmel Reynen : 
Using online Newspapers for Research 
March :Yvonne Horsfield 
 Her Chinese Ancestry 
April: Gerald Jenzen 
At the Old Colonists Club 
May : Neil Leckie Historian  
 Ballarat Ranger Barracks 
June : Professor Fadi Charchar 
 DNA Research  

http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/about/meetings
mailto:link@bdgs.org
http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/about/meetings
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President’s Report 

It is pleasing to see that the latest section of The Courier has been uploaded in the National Library 
of Australia’s website Trove. This brings the project to 1879, which means that the coverage of the 
Ballarat papers is approaching a twenty-five year period. The Committee will continue its focus on 
this publication. This recognises not only the continuity in this publication but also the increasing 
number of pages in later editions and the inclusion of important social commentary.  

The Committee will continue to search for suitable grants, philanthropic and other sources that 
might add to the funds available to the Society. The capacity for this Society to function as a 
charitable organisation to support this work cannot be over-stated. Without that legal status, the 
project would be more arduous.  

Some researchers may have noted that various years of The Star, another Ballarat paper, have 
been appearing in Trove. It is understood that this work is funded by the State Library of Victoria’s 
digitisation program. Since newspapers post 1879 might be expected to appear up to about 1924, 
this means that in some instances a researcher might identify a date for that period from that 
source before switching over to The Courier, even though the search will require access to the 
microfilm.  

Sustained research to expand the information of the individuals, who have been identified as 
important workers either voluntary or employed, in Ballarat’s community support for the national 
effort in World War One, continues. Anyone who would like to reinforce skills in the use of the 
Digger based indexes of Victorian Birth, Death and Marriage records and Trove could offer 
assistance in this work. This will be appreciated. This work is the Society’s use of the Anzac 
Centenary Local Grants Program Commemorative Grant. 

Ballarat from footbridge Ballarat East Station 
1886

Sturt Street Ballarat Looking east from Doveton 
Street 1886

mailto:link@bdgs.org
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A Commemoration Service for WW1 Nurse, Annie Westcott will be held at the Ballarat Cemetery on 27 
February 2016. 
She was a Ballarat Base Hospital Past Trainee Nurse and is in now in an unmarked grave at the 
Ballarat Old Cemetery.
The Ballarat Base Hospital 
Trained Nurses League with the 
Ballarat Cemetery Trust will be 
unveiling a plaque on her grave – 
giving her an identity & 
recognising her service in WW1.

Annie’s Story:-
Annie Maynard Westcott was 24 
years of age when she 
commenced her training at the 
Ballarat Base Hospital on January 
16th 1899. 
She graduated three years later. 
In addition to her nursing in 
Ballarat, she worked as a sister at 
Maryborough and as matron at 
Maldon and Inglewood. 
Working conditions for nurses 
were challenging, but the long 
shifts and dilapidated nurses’ 
quarters were preparing her, and 
many of her nursing friends, for greater challenges that awaited them near the battlefields of Gallipoli 
and France. 
She was 40 years of age, with 16 years of nursing and administration experience, when she joined the 
Australian Army Nursing Service in October 1915. 
A month later she embarked from Melbourne on the Orsova and sailed to Egypt just in time for the influx 
of sick and wounded soldiers being evacuated from Gallipoli. 
She joined the staff at the 1st Australian General Hospital based in the Grand Heliopolis Palace Hotel in 
Cairo but the growing number of patients forced the hospital to expand into the neighbouring Luna Park 
where the ticket office became an operating theatre. 
To join the AANS women had to be unmarried and between the ages of 25 and 40, consequently due to 
her age Annie’s overseas service was cut short. On January 21st 1916 she left from Suez aboard the 
Commonwealth nursing soldiers who were being returned home. 
She then served with the AANS until February 1917.
      She married Frederick Smith in 1917 and moved to Gippsland but later returned to Ballarat 
where she died in 1951. 
      She was buried with other family members whose names are recorded on adjacent 
headstones but for some reason Annie’s name is not there. 

Annie Westcott

Ballarat Base Hospital Trained Nurses League & Ballarat General Cemeteries Trust

INVITATION
TO COMMEMORATE THE SERVICE OF 

ANNIE WESTCOTT AANS WWI (18 - 1951)
 N MEMORY OF ALL FORGOTTEN NURSES OF WWI

Saturday 27th February, 2016 - Time: 10.30am
BALLARAT OLD CEMETERY

Macarthur Street, Ballarat
(light refreshments to follow)

RSVP 15 FEBRUARY TO JEANETTE (03) 5332 1469
 or jeanette@ballaratcemeteries.com.au

Please advise if you wish to lay a wreath.

Please note that people can attend even though the RSVP date has passed

mailto:link@bdgs.org
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Introduction to Using DNA for Genealogy 
Published: 27 January 2015 | Written by Louise Coakley 

http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/51-introduction-to-using-dna-for-genealogy  

Buzzes of excitement have become apparent in family history societies across the country over the last 
year or so, as more and more genealogists are starting to use DNA testing as an additional family 
history research tool.  
Due to technological advances and affordable prices, DNA testing is now becoming widely used to 
confirm family lines and connect with biological relatives. 
  
Goals & Benefits 
You may want to discover branches of your tree not found through regular research, confirm or 
disprove family relationships, find cousins with whom to share research & photos, see if persons who 
share your surname are related, discover your ancient origins, potentially solve long-standing research 
‘dead-ends’, or you may simply be curious to see what your DNA reveals. 
  
Requirements 
Don’t let the scientific nature of DNA scare you off, as once the basic test types are understood, the 
minimum technical know-how required is the use of email in order to contact your 
DNA matches. 
Collaborate with your new-found genetic relatives using your 
traditional genealogical skills to determine your ancestors-in-
common. 
For those who want to delve deeper, there are many free 

tools and learning resources. 

The DNA Test Kit 

A DNA kit is ordered online from one of three major DNA testing companies located in the 
US. 
Your test kit arrives by mail or courier within a few days to a few weeks, depending on 
company. 
  

The DNA tests themselves are very simple to use: 
  either a cotton-toothed cheek swab for FTDNA's kit 
  or a saliva sample for 23andMe or AncestryDNA's kit. 
After testing, you simply post your sample back to the US in the pre-addressed envelope or package. 
All notifications are via email and results are provided via an online account.

This article and more can be found on the web page above. More will be printed in next LINK

http://genie1.com.au/to/1-how-to-order-ftdna-test
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/58-which-dna-testing-company
http://genie1.com.au/to/4-ftdna-test-kit-how-to-use
mailto:link@bdgs.org
http://genie1.com.au/to/1-how-to-order-ftdna-test
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/58-which-dna-testing-company
http://genie1.com.au/to/4-ftdna-test-kit-how-to-use
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/51-introduction-to-using-dna-for-genealogy
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/51-introduction-to-using-dna-for-genealogy
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/55-resources-and-links
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/51-introduction-to-using-dna-for-genealogy
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/51-introduction-to-using-dna-for-genealogy
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/55-resources-and-links
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DNA Test Types 
There are several different types of DNA that can be tested for genealogical purposes: 

  Y-chromosome DNA (Y-DNA):   
Males inherit a y-chromosome from their father, through his 
father, his father, his father, etc, on the direct paternal line, as 
per the blue boxes on the chart above.  Refer to Y-DNA: the 
Direct Paternal Line for more detailed information, pedigree 
charts and examples of how Y-DNA testing can be useful in 
your family history research. 

  Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA):   
Everyone inherits mitochondrial DNA from their mother, 
through her mother, her mother, her mother, etc. on the 
direct maternal line, as per the pink boxes on the chart above.  
Refer to mtDNA: the Direct Maternal Line for more detailed 
information, pedigree charts and examples of how mtDNA 
testing can be useful in your family history research. 

  Autosomal DNA (atDNA):   
Autosomal DNA is inherited from all ancestral lines, so anyone 
can be tested and matches may descend from anyone on the 
pedigree chart above, up to about 6 generations back.  Refer 
to atDNA: Finding Matches on All Ancestral Lines for more 
detailed information, pedigree charts and examples of how 
atDNA testing can be useful in your family history research. 

  X-chromosome DNA (X-DNA):   
X-chromosomes follow specific inheritance patterns, which are 
different for males and females.  If you share X-DNA with a 
match, your shared ancestors will be restricted to particular 
lines of your pedigree.  Refer to X-DNA's helpful inheritance 
patterns for more detailed information & pedigree charts 
related to X-DNA inheritance. 

http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/59-dna-test-types-available
http://genie1.com.au/to/18-ydna-paternal-line
http://genie1.com.au/to/19-mtdna-maternal-line
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/62-atdna
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/63-x-dna
http://genie1.com.au/to/18-ydna-paternal-line
http://genie1.com.au/to/19-mtdna-maternal-line
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/62-atdna
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/63-x-dna
mailto:link@bdgs.org
http://www.genie1.com.au/blog/59-dna-test-types-available
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William Orr Goudy and Alice Brown: from Greyabbey to the 
Victorian Goldfields  

Rob Goudey, A3584, and Ramon Goudey  

William Orr Goudy and Alice Brown were North of Ireland ancestors of the present Goudey family 
in Victoria, Australia. A year ago we knew very little about them, since they left no letters, diaries or 
other belongings that we know of, and few if any stories about them have trickled down through 
the generations. In this article we tell what we have been able to learn so far about their lives, and 
we invite other family historians to suggest how we might extend our family story back into 
Northern Ireland. 

Marriage  

William Orr Goudy and Alice Brown were married
 
in Greyabbey Presbyterian Church on 18 January 

1850 by Rev David Jeffrey. Witnesses were Robert Goudy and Charles Kerr. Alice was under 21 years 
of age and, being a minor, would have needed her parents’ permission to marry. William Orr Goudy 
was aged 21 years or older, and was a labourer living in the parish of Glenwherry in County Antrim. 
We don’t know where William and Alice lived after their wedding, and whether some of their children 
were born, and perhaps died, in Ireland. 

Victoria  

The Colony of Victoria
 
had been formally separated from New South Wales since 1 July 1851. Later 

in that month gold was discovered at Clunes, which sparked discoveries elsewhere in Victoria, 
leading to the Victorian Gold Rush. Many diggers arrived from around the world, aiming to find 
their fortunes and then return home. Many, including William and Alice, followed the gold rush and 
stayed on permanently.  

The couple appear to have become part of this community, comprising members who kept in 
touch with each other and with their financial broker, Mr William Orr (1828–1868) of Greyabbey. 
This is evidenced by a letter from Hamilton Mc Millan in Forest Creek to William Orr on 23 June 
1861, in which Mc Millan related what he had learned about other settlers from Greyabbey based 
on a conversation with “Wm Orr Gowdie”.  

Voyage of the Runnymede  

William and Alice have so far not been found listed as passengers in any Australian shipping 
records. Fortunately, a document recorded in 1869 and probably based on a conversation with 
William himself, stated that he had arrived in Australia “Per Runnymede from Birkenhead to 
Portland Bay 1853”.  

mailto:link@bdgs.org
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Birth certificates and other official documents
 
provide a series of snapshots of the family over time. 

On 22 July 1854 a daughter, Sarah Ann, was born at Forest Creek (renamed Chewton), near 
Castlemaine. William was a storekeeper, and at that time recorded that they had one child living and 
four deceased. We have the names of only three of those deceased children, Joseph, William and 
Agnes. One other child may have died un-named. None of the deaths appear to have been officially 
registered. It’s possible that some of those children may have died in Ireland before the couple 
emigrated. Some may have been victims of the rough ocean voyage to Australia, and were buried at 
sea. Some may not have survived the arduous journey to central Victoria, or conditions in the gold 
fields after they arrived there. Conditions were particularly difficult for small children, and 
Pennyweight Flat cemetery contains the bodies of more than 200 children who died in the Forest 
Creek area between 1853 and 1857.  

In April 1855, William posted a reward in the Victorian Government Gazette
 
for the return of a horse 

that had strayed or was stolen. He offered £5 reward and requested that the horse be returned to 
the Digger’s Arms Hotel, Daisy Hill, Back Creek (renamed Talbot).  

Another child, Agnes Jane, was born on 8 July 1860 at Yandoit, a gold-mining and agricultural area 
on Jim Crow Creek. The older children, William John and Sarah Ann, would then have been six 
and seven years old respectively. William Orr Goudey was a storekeeper and miner. On 7 June 
1861 William’s name appeared in the Victorian Government Gazette as a shareholder on an 
application to register the “Hit-or-Miss” Gold Mining Company (Yandoit). We know, from the letter 
by Hamilton McMillan, that the couple was still in touch with other immigrants from Greyabbey 
at this time.  
Their next child, Mary Ellen, was born at Blanket Flat (renamed Eganstown) on 28 February 1863. 
Alice registered the birth and listed the other children as Sarah Ann (9) and Agnes (3). The family 
surname was recorded by the registrar as “Orrgoudey”, and William’s occupation was given as 
“miner”. A son, John Robert Goudey, was born at Eastern Hill near Daylesford, on 18 October 
1865. Again the birth was registered by Alice, and the same registrar recorded the family name as 
“Orrgoudey”. It may be that Alice did not check the spelling. However, we may infer from this that 
the name “Orr” was still important to them. By the time John Robert’s birth was registered, their 
son William John is no longer shown. He is assumed to have died sometime between 9 and 14 
years of age, from cause unknown.  

Continued page 13

However, we may infer from this that the name “Orr” was still important to them. By the time John 
Robert’s birth was registered, their son William John is no longer shown. He is assumed to have 
died sometime between 9 and 14 years of age, from cause unknown.  

The peak of the Victorian gold rush had long passed, and they don’t appear to have been among 
the lucky few who struck it rich. Instead, they had experienced hard physical work in a harsh 
environment for apparently little financial reward. Although they succeeded in raising five children 
who eventually survived to adulthood, they had also lost many. One can’t help thinking that any 
letters they may have received from relatives in Greyabbey or Pittsburgh might have described a 
rosier life than the one they found in Victoria. Information from this time onward seems to reveal a 

mailto:link@bdgs.org
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RESEARCH
BURBIDGE   I would like to make an enquiry 
into having some research done on my family 
who lived in Ballarat from the late 1840s.   I 
have all the standard info such as bdms etc.   I 
was hoping to get more info into their life for 
the book I am writing.  I am chasing in 
particular the following:  William Campbell  
BURBIDGE  - 1.  Further info on house fire 6th 
April 1867 (Coroner Investigation held, would 
like the details)  2.  Further info on the 
possibility of being a pioneer of Ballarat.  3. 
Further information on his occupation (miner 
on marriage certificate, engine driver on death 
certificate.)     William Edward BURBIDGE – 1. 
Further information on work at School of 
Mines,  2.  Further information on involvement 
with Photography Club and Botanic Gardens. 

CAVE   I am doing research into my mother’s 
family the CAVES.   Her gr grandfather  Joseph 
CAVE worked as a gardener on the curator’s 
staff of the Ballarat Botanical Gardens from 
about 1862 until the late 1890s.   He died in 
1901.    Also his son William Bruce CAVE might 
have also worked at the gardens.   He was very 
famous in horticultural circles in the 1890s and 
1900s.   I was wondering if you have any 
records of him. 

DEAKIN   My friend and I are conducting 
research into George Eadon DEAKIN and his 
place in her family history.   George’s brother 
John was her great grandfather.   Did he live in 
Ballarat?    Any details of the circumstances of 
his death?    Any information that may help fill 

the gap in his life from 1857 (arrival) to 1886 
(life in Ballarat, place of residence, death in 
Horsham)?    We understand he was a 
coachbuilder.    Concerning the second death 
registration (Victoria 1886, #5737).   Are you 
able to provide any information as to whom 
this registration may apply? 

DOWD   I have enclosed a list of children born 
to John DOWD and Elizabeth LEDWICK.   I have 
been unable to find out any information on 
John and Elizabeth.   I am the granddaughter of 
Louisa May DOWD and would like to find out 
more. 

ELDRIDGE and BRADSHAW   My grandmother 
was Ida Irene ELDRIDGE who was born in 
Birregurra, Victoria in 1886.   She had an elder 
brother Henry Harrold two years her senior, 
also born in Birregurra, and two younger 
sisters Alice Maud and Ruby Gladace born in 
Barramunga (??) in 1889 and 1890 respectively.   
My grandmother’s parents were Thomas 
ELDRIDGE and  Alice Alexandria ELDRIDGE nee 
BRADSHAW.    I have not been able to find 
much information at all about Thomas 
ELDRIDGE.   My belief is that Thomas and 
Alice’s marriage broke down and that the 
children were boarded out with relatives.   My 
grandmother eventually returned to the UK 
where she died in Farnham, Surrey in the early 
1970s.   The BRADSHAW family has proved 
more rewarding.   My gr gr grandparents were 
William Burrows  BRADSHAW and Rebecca 
WELLS who came to Australia with four children 

mailto:link@bdgs.org


BALLARAT LINK      Page  11

Ballarat Link February 2016 Edition 188 link@bdgs.org,au

some time between 1836 and 1841.   I would 
be interested to find out anything about the 
family.   Where did they live?   Are any of the 
houses where they lived still standing.   What 
did the menfolk of the family, and if possible 
the women too, in more recent times, do for a 
living?   I am travelling to Australia in February 
and March of 2016 and will be coming to 
Ballarat in early March. 

ETHERSAY   Can you tell me if the death of 
Richard Temple ETHERSEY (ETHERSAY) who 
died 13 Oct 1853 aged 18 months was 
registered by James ETHERSEY (the self 
appointed sextant) in his early registration 
book.   Also, am I able to obtain a copy of the 
inquest held on the 22 Mar 1856 on Eliza 
ETHERSEY who died following childbirth on the 
21 March? 

HARRIS   I am wondering if you are able to 
help me with some more research?  I am 
continuing my research re Thomas Shepherd 
HARRIS.   Is it possible my gr gr grandfather 
William Symons HARRIS travelled with his 
brother Thomas Shepherd HARRIS to 
Australia?   I haven’t been able to find any 
records.   The previous research you did for 
me has information that shows Thomas left 
his wife Hannah Ford HARRIS/WEBB nee 
RICHARDS and that 2 of their daughters (Ada & 
Louise) were placed into State care and little 
Sydney Wallace died at only 4 months old. 

HENDERSON   I am trying to locate the present 
position of Allotments 16 and 17 on Main 
Street, Ballarat in 1858.   My gr grandfather, 
John HENDERSON operated a boot shop in 
partnership with William McLean at premises 

on those allotments.   I appreciate the layout 
of the streets/allotments may have changed 
significantly and that it may not be possible to 
accurately locate the original site.   I will be in 
Ballarat on Sat 28 November and hope it is 
possible to consider this question before then. 

MORRIS   I am keen to try to find out more info 
about my gr gr grandfather Samuel  MORRIS, b 
1829 who I believe emigrated to Victoria from 
Northamptonshire in the early 1850s possibly 
together with his parents Arthur and Martha.   
He married in 1858 to Lydia BRICE of Chewton, 
and had his first two children there.   By 1867 
his children were being born in Ballarat.   They 
had a total of 12 children, and my gr 
grandfather is one of the youngest  -  Albert 
Edgar b 1877, Ballarat.   Samuel ‘s father 
Arthur died in Ballarat in 1875.   His mother 
died in 1886 in Maryborough.   I am keen to 
know what they did for work.   Were they gold 
miners or not?....and where they lived….and 
anything else about their roles in the Ballarat 
community. 

POWER   I note from your website that you 
have access to the Index to the Register of 
Baptisms for St. John’s Anglican Church at 
Ballan, 1849-1991.   Could you oblige me by 
checking for the following baptism.   The child 
in question was born out of wedlock and 
raised as the child of her grandparents, John 
and Ann Jane POWER.   Family Name: POWER, 
Given Names:  Catherine Elizabeth (or possibly 
Sarah Elizabeth), Place of Birth: Ballan, Date of 
Birth: 31 Oct 1878, Father’s Name: not known, 
Mother’s Name: Mary Ann POWER. 

mailto:link@bdgs.org
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I am researching my family tree which has 
lead me to details of my great great uncles 
William Henry  and Robert MILLAR  SMYTH 
who had hotels in and around Ballarat 
about the  1870s. 
I came across the possible reference below 
to them  and wondered if anyone could 
possibly advise how I might be able to get 
any more detail ? 

ROYAL GEORGE (Smyth's 
Federal Hotel) 
SAYLE Thomas 
SCOTT J W 
SCOTT Robert MB CM 
SCOTT William JP 
SCHULTZ Charles G JP 
Robert SIM & Co 
SLEEP Colonel J T JP 
SMITH George JP FRHS 
SMITH T J 
SMYTH's Federal Hotel (ROYAL 
GEORGE) 
John SNOW & Co 

Robert had a hotel in Allandale ; 
and William had one in Creswick and the 
other on the corner of Lydiard and Mair Sts in 
Ballarat which I believe is the above reference 
. 
However there appears to have been a hotel 
on three of the corners !!   
I wonder which it was ? 
Thanks for any  help you can provide. 

Regards
Peter Smyth 
peter.e.smyth@bigpond.com

6/02/2016, 9:24 PM

Page 1 of 2http://universityoftasmania.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/i/176BEEC5F413416A/E869BC045CAB31CEC67FD2F38AC4859C

Applications now open for Family History. View in your browser

 

Dear Family Historians,

The University of Tasmania is launching a fully online Diploma of Family History in 2016. This
exciting program will provide plenty of opportunities for archival and genealogical sleuths to
improve their repertoire of skills. The course will consist of eight units, six of which will be on offer
in 2016:

Introduction to Family History
Writing Family History
Convict Ancestors
Place, Image, Object
Writing the Family Saga
Founders and Survivors

We are delighted to offer students who have already completed Introduction to Family History
and/or Writing Family History the opportunity to continue their studies.

 

Convict Ancestors
Starting in April this unit will use the wealth of expertise in
convict history at the University of Tasmania to walk students
through Australia’s UNESCO-listed convict archive. It will include
important information on how to read and interpret convict
records as well as a host of tips for making sense of trial records
and information gleaned from other judicial and penal series.
This unit is a must for anyone interested in the nation’s convict
past.

PLEASE NOTE the above courses are available on line 
and are free for Australian Citizens. They take little 
work and have on line lectures to guide you along the 
way.  
Some members have already participated in a couple 
of these subjects and there is some great backup 
support in Facebook pages.  

Hotel Information being 
Sought

mailto:peter.e.smyth@bigpond.com
mailto:peter.e.smyth@bigpond.com
mailto:link@bdgs.org
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On 16 July 1879 William was admitted to the Ballarat Benevolent Asylum for reasons of “general 
debility”. He resided there until his death on 29 June 1881, with cause given as “paralysis” and 
“exhaustion”. He was about 52 years old. The comment on the asylum record 25 reads “5pm. His 
remains buried by his children”. He was buried with Alice in the Presbyterian section at the New 
Ballarat Cemetery. William and Alice left in their wake a young family, about whom we know very 

little.The 1869 Ballarat Directory
 
still gave William's address as Tait Street, Sebastopol, and his 

occupation was shown as “miner”. In January of this year William appears to have committed a 
serious error of judgement.  
He was arrested and remanded to Ballarat Gaol. William had in fact presented two forged cheques, 
one for £3 10s on 23 January at Ballarat, and the other for £5 5s on 8 February at Clunes, and both 
signed with his mother’s family name “Johnson”. The amounts suggest an attempt to escape the 
debt from the previous year.  
On 10 April 1869 William was tried at the Ballarat Circuit Court and given two cumulative sentences, 
four years and two years, “hard labour on the roads”.  

Editors Note: This is only part of the story sent in by Rob Goudey. He speaks of family who went 
to America and also of William and Alice and their struggle to survive and his time in prison while Alice 
had to endure hardship while raising five children. He has also written the sources he has used to piece 
their lives together which includes  Books, official Records (BDM, Shipping, Cemetery etc.) 27 Sources in all. 
The Family are still looking for information and possible 
suggestions on further research.  

As the document is so long and not possible to print in 
LINK it will instead be published on http://
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au website for people to 
read in full and note how very well the sources have 
been quoted. This will providing sources of research as 
well as an interesting read of a family history.  

William who is experiencing difficulty in coping, and Alice, with five children at home, needing to find 
ways to manage independently. 

In December 1865 at Creswick a “William Gowdy” appeared in court charged with having been 
“drunk and disorderly”. He was discharged with a caution. There was an additional charge of 
destroying two buckets while in the lock-up, for which he was charged a total of 19 shillings. On 
Tuesday 11 June 1867, again at Creswick, a “W Goudy” appeared in court along with four other men 
charged with having been “drunk and disorderly”. All were cautioned and discharged.  

In 1868 the family lived at Sebastopol, near Ballarat, where William worked as a miner. He was 
about 40 years old. On 3 August their last child, Eliza Alice, was born at Sebastopol.   

Part of Main Road Victoria  1859

http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au
mailto:link@bdgs.org
http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au
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NEW MEMBERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN 
THE NEXT EDITION OF LINK 

MEMBERS ONLY  
Microfiche reader available to borrow. 
- VIC BDMs 
- VIC Pioneer Index 
- Ballarat Old & New Cemeteries 
- Consolidated Cemeteries (Ballarat) 
- Ballarat Base Hospital Admissions 
- Consolidated Schools (Ballarat) 

 info@bdgs.org.au or all 0467 241 325 

FROM THE LIBRARY 

Use of society computers located in the 
library Australiana Room are for research only 
and should not be used for accessing your 
email. 

These computers have the Ballarat & 
District Genealogical Society Records available 
along with access to ancestry.com and Find 
my past. Also British Newspapers.  

BALLARAT EAST PETTY SESSIONS  
Series VPRS 290/P, 1858-1921. 

ISBN 978-0-9751359-4-5 http://
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/DEV2014/

images/pettions_boxshot.jpg 

The above CD is equivalent to the 
information on both Microfiche below. 

(the Microfiche are still available) Ballarat 
East Petty Sessions, Series VPRS 290/P, Part 1, 
1858-1889.Ballarat East Petty Sessions, Series 

VPRS 290/P Units 28-73, Part 2, 1890-1921. 

Price: Price: AUS $35   

Ballarat & District Genealogical Society 
Inc. 

P.O. Box 1809, Ballarat Mail Centre, Vic 
3354, Australia 

Email inquiries to...  
research@bdgs.org.au 

BALLARAT PETITIONS 

Copies of the CD Ballarat Petitions 1860-1866 
VPRS2500/P0 available for AU$35. Please contact the 
society for further information 

For all BDGS indexes and transcripts for sale - 
check items and prices online 
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/about/ballarat-
indexes-for-sale 

CEMETERY TOURS  
Ballarat & District Genealogical Society conduct 
Cemetery Tour showing those who helped make 
Ballarat the place it is now. Tours can be arranged 
to best show your Interest in both the Old and 
New Cemetery.  

Visit the Graves of those who were involved in 
the Eureka Stockade. People who served in the 
Great Wars, those who helped build the city. 
Names well known in Ballarat History.  

Please call 0467 241 352 to arrange a time and 
ask about pricing. 

Victorian Birth Marriage & Death Indexes 
are now available on line for searching. 
This brings the indexes  availability up to 
date with most states in Australia.  
Go to http://www.bdm.vic.gov.au/home/
family+history/

http://ancestry.com
mailto:research@bdgs.org.au
http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/about/ballarat-indexes-for-sale
http://ancestry.com
mailto:research@bdgs.org.au
http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/about/ballarat-indexes-for-sale
mailto:link@bdgs.org
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