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welcome.

fcfibre2@bigpond.com

No meeting December or January.

Guest speakers for 2011 to be announced, Please check the web page for further information
Also if you have missed a guest speaker you really wanted to hear the Ballarat
and District Genealogical Society record all talks, these are available for
members to borrow and listen to on cassette at this stage although we now
have a digital recorder for recording to CD.
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The Society continued to search for other additional
grant funds that may allow extension of this work. In
addition, the Society has capacity to provide a tax
invoice that may defray Australian taxpayers’ taxation liabilities. In effect, this means that the Commonwealth government is prepared to forego some
of its legitimate taxation revenue to fund the charitable programs developed in this Society for the benefit of the broader community. The internet is probably as broad as we can conceive at this time.
Newspapers have been given some local prominence. Recently the Central Highlands Regional Library Corporation, bought some newspapers at a
Melbourne auction. Included were two unrecorded
copies of the local paper, The Chinese Advertiser
published in 1856 and one copy of The English and
Chinese Advertiser dated 1857. Digitalised editions
of these publications can be viewed at
www.chrlc.vic.gov.au
Discovering unrecorded editions of a newspaper is
one important step but to gain the copies and be able
to present them to the public in a safe medium, is
only one benefit of the technology.
Another innovation that has appeared for the Society, is the first step in the work to introduce Paypal
into the links from the website http://
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/
With many people no longer operating a traditional
cheque account and facing significant bank charges
to replicate that system, Paypal will allow these people to transact business with this Society in a more
economical way. It is case of one step at a time. Payments for Research can be completed that way. It is
proposed to extend the capacity as the organisation
behind the Paypal can be expanded. The benefits of
such a move had been discussed in the GSV Member
societies’ meeting in 2010.
Apart from the births, marriages and death columns
in the press, genealogy is not usually a newsworthy
topic. A number of instances have connected traditional family history research with modern science.
The partial success to identify the remains of the
skeletons and remains of the hastily buried soldiers
in a long-forgotten German army field cemetery near
Fromelles in 1916 draws on the same techniques
used with the discovery of a long lost aircraft from
the next war.
However, the reverse technique could not be applied
to identify the bones of Colin Ross. In that instance
prior to the government issuing his remains, the
broad outline of his face was reconstructed over the
skeleton. This matched known photographic records.
In all instances absolute certainty was demanded.
One message from the work may be that the use of
genetic materials to seek and confirm more distant
relationships does introduce a lower level of probability.
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The Ballarat “Star” Digitising Project – by Joan Hunt
For some time the Ballarat and District Genealogical Society has been investigating how best to create an index to Ballarat newspapers. It seems amazing that no fully comprehensive index has ever existed for newspapers of this historically rich city.
After two or three years of talking to various people about how best to go about the proposed project using the
best technology in the least expensive way, the Society was delighted to hear that the State Government was
offering the opportunity for community groups to apply for up to $12,000 to celebrate the 175th anniversary of
European settlement of what is now Victoria.
At the end of June I attended a presentation by Tim Hogan, Manager of the Newspaper Collection of the State
Library of Victoria. It was held at the rooms of the Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies in Blackburn.
At that event I discussed with Tim and the other participants the possibility of getting the first decade or so of
the Ballarat “Star” on to the TROVE website. (This is the National Library of Australia site where digitized
images of newspapers Australia-wide can be searched using key words to find items of interest).
As a result of my report, linked to the 175th grants being offered through the Public Record Office Victoria, the
BDGS committee decided to make application for $12,000 to copy from the master microfilm at least the first
ten years of the “Star” (which ran from 22 September 1855 to 13 September 1924) and make it available online through TROVE.
Tim Hogan had explained that each page costs about $1.50 (later revised to about $2.20) to get from the microfilmed image to the digitized on-line version that is searchable, and which includes optical character recognition (OCR). It was using that costing that we calculated the number of years of the “Star” it might be possible
to have included in the project.
Graeme Reynolds and I worked on the grant application and sent it off in high hopes, which were fully realized. We are delighted to be able to announce that the full amount has been granted to the Society, to hand on
to the State Library of Victoria. They will, in turn, send the money along with the microfilmed masters of the
“Star” which they hold, to the National Library of Australia, who will complete the work. We are most grateful for the Government grant.
In the meantime, the Ballarat Genies have agreed to add $4000 to the grant funds, and individuals have made
further generous donations – maybe you would like to contribute, too. The more we are able to provide, the
greater the span of years we will be able to have on the internet.
If you wish to contribute to the fund, your donations are all tax deductible. The BDGS holds Deductible Gift
Recipient status with the Australian Tax Office, so that all donors sending $2 or more will receive a stamped
receipt (by mail) to be included with their Tax Return claim form. It is essential that any cheques be made out
to the Ballarat & District Genealogical Society Inc., so that the amounts are entered into the Society’s DGR
ADDRESS
Is presenting our first issue to the public of Ballarat, we do
so in the fullest confidence that our acquaintance thus
commenced will speedily ripen into friendship, and that
“The Star” will soon be as familiar with our free independent ? Population, as “Household Words” The power
of the press has long and firmly been established, and it
will be our careful study whilst we uphold it in all its integrity and plenitude, to avoid the even effects of its
abuse, and to shun personality and scurrility in even the
most remote degree. The press in the pall allium of liberty
in its truest ? And as a journal we shall ever be found foremost in its cause— eschewing anarchy and confusion, as
antagonistic elements, utterly subversive of its growth and
progress—
In a young colony, but one of the vast and varied interests,

Such as, Victoria, we shall have a task of no common care
and responsibility— and no effort of ours shall be spared
to promote the advancement of the general good, and to
ensure to the people their rights and privileges in the fullest and freest sense.
The mining population we look upon as being paramount
importance, and consider it our duty to carefully watch
over and advocate their interests by all means and appliances at our disposal.
Arguments straight forward and convincing, will be the
principal weapon used by us. Candor and impartiality it
will ever be our endeavour to maintain— and whilst these
columns are open to us all, we distinctly state that we shall
most assuredly be influenced by none.
This is part of the opening address in the first addition of
the Star. (after the front page of advertisements!)
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Anne Gillian Levens
1955 – 2010
Anne, VicHeritage Projects Manager at the Registry of Births Deaths and Marriages (Victoria),
who had the enviable pleasure of her hobby being her job and her job her hobby, has died after
aggressive cancer. She loved and lived her job. A holiday or a weekend away would be planned
and varied around mixing pleasure and the pleasures of the research work needed for her projects
to visit some site neglected in the pursuit of research.
Anne had been appointed to the newly created position of VicHeritage Projects Manager in about May 2000. This position was the flourishing of a policy intended to provide increased emphasis on project management of all genealogical
products and quality control, both of the projects and the overall register databases. It also participated in the development
of new products and services for those involved in family history or other historical research. Although the technical, professional function of the task remains for others, the public role of the task has been witnessed in the regular feature article that appeared in Ancestor from June 2000. Similar articles appeared in The Genealogist over the same period.
An overview of the articles revealed strong themes. Information of services and detailed explanation of new services from
the On line access and policy changes that affected the public feature are prominent but do not dominate. The recognition
of the registry’s responsibilities to provide the best information service possible is the foundation for many lines of her
written reports. This element is best captured in the reports of the mid to late 2000s. Expansion of data fields, correction
of omissions, cross-referencing the development of a new discrete record series for Marine Births, Deaths and Marriages
to 1920 was completed with the labour of the volunteers. The long task to construct a Burial index was in progress. Anne
was never reticent to acknowledge the work of these people. The benefits of this quality improvement will be long appreciated into the future. Two other aspects also exude from the reports. The decision to extend the investigation of the significance of the Early Church record series and the related, but not identical, church records of baptism and burial of the
compulsory-registration era drew on the Ararat study of the early 1990s where the hypothesis was that the Catholic records should show a high frequency of non-registration in the civil system. The early Ararat records revealed the development of other parishes and so gave insight into the earliest settlement period in the west of the state beyond Ballarat. The
second feature, may be the project that was so dear to her heart – Australia’s Army War Dead DVD. This was created
from a joint task between the Registry and Australian Army SCMA division to create an index database, which was another step forward in the pursuit of holding as complete as possible a record data base of Victorians. The final index included all oversea Army war and operational dead and was not limited to Victorians. In July 2009 Anne spoke of this
work at the Ballarat meeting.
Re-reading the reports, allows some to see more of Anne. Her love of accuracy is notice many times. Some of her favoured words are used. Auditing is one that is prominent. Quality is another. Her feeling for the task and that at Ternadek
Camp cemetery, words failed her – a rare stage indeed for her. Elsewhere, Anne wrote that that the tasks will deliver valuable resources to family and local historians genealogists and the general public alike and help to promote a great sense of
belonging and history to all Victorians. Some concept of the volume of the task can be discerned from a recent report.
Over 938 000 death index records between 1853 and 1920, and more than 714 000 death index records from 1921 to 1956
have been enhanced and from 1920 expansion of abbreviations had been completed. The work will be of inestimable
value to the State and its communities.
Anne has also visited the Ballarat meeting in 1990 to speak on the role of the specific genealogical issues confronting
adopted people. Well-versed in the experience that underpinned the legislative changes of the previous decade, Anne had
been employed as a Research officer at VANISH prior to joining the Registry. Many adopted people continue to value the
support and research acumen that she demonstrated on their behalf.
Anne has seen both sides of the volunteer. At the Registry, Anne planned their projects and valued highly and dearly their
dedication. As a volunteer, Anne had been Genealogical Society of Victoria Treasurer from May 1988 to October 1990.
In the period, a volunteer Treasurer was largely supervising the finances of what had grown to be a small business. Anne,
in stiletto heels with handbag with bank statements stuffed in a pocket under one arm and folder of finance records under
the other and the famed key-ring in hand and ready to turn to mothering tasks, is another image of a volunteer. Although
computing records were being generated, manual books of account were still maintained by the Treasurer for the audit
requirements.
Anne died at Wantirna Health early in the afternoon of Sunday 19th September. A large funeral, which was attended by
this Society and a number from the Genealogical Society of Victoria, led to a burial near her beloved home in the ranges
east of Melbourne. Anne is survived by three of her four children, Tara, Todd and Tess, a grandson, Blake, and husband,
Andrew. Daughter, Hayley, had died as a new baby.
We are grateful for the full life of Anne.
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OUR GUEST SPEAKERS

The theatre has seen many name changes over the years.
Renovations are almost complete, and the colour scheme
is magnificent.
There are many plans to use this theatre once again.
The mechanics Institute contains a fantastic library of
books and papers for research
And loan. The library has a full collection of the Ballarat
Courier.
Membership is available to all, including day memberships for research.
Open Monday to Friday 9.30 to 4.30, and Saturday morning.
There are many activities, including Twilight talks

Members see below the street level of the Mechanics Institute where apparently this is site of the first Telephone
exchange.

September Meeting
Our October Meeting was held at the Ballarat Mechanics
Institute.
.
After an informal meeting, members were given a guided
tour of the building.
The Ballarat Mechanics Institute was originally established in 1859 in Barkly Street.
In 1860 the foundation stone was laid at the present site in
Sturt Street.
In colonial Australia, almost every town consisted of a
Mechanics Institute.
The term used to describe tradesmen and skilled workers
at the time, and also
For ‘ordinary’ people to improve their skills also.
In 1935 more room was needed, and an old Mining Exchange next door was
Purchased. This was then joined to the original building.
We were able to see the see the newly completed renovations to the building.
Many books till being unpacked and placed back on the
shelves in the new library area.
A guided tour of the original Sturt Street level was a highlight we all enjoyed.
A climb up the magnificent staircase to the completely
renovated Humffray Room.
The renovations have been done to include the original
colour scheme.
Then a step back in time to see the old picture theatre,
which brought back many memories for most of the members.
This picture theatre was opened in 1919 by a group of
Ballarat Business, and was
Originally named the ‘Britannia’
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There are few Mechanics Institutes left in Victoria, and
we are very fortunate to have
One in Ballarat.
Do not overlook the Mechanics Institute as a great source
for your Research.

Barbara Harris

Long time member
Eleanor George
died recently at
the age of 96
years. She had
been a member
since the 1980's
and always showed
a great interest
in the Society.

Research Enquiries
VALE Richard Taylor, Robert Taylor Vale and wife
Gertrude Campbell.
VANDINE/VAUDINE/VANDYNE—Henry
Charles wife Jane Bresmirhaven.
SURMAN—John Watkins & wife Janet Gunn, Cardigan
DEMPSEY— Alexander b c 1832 Coleraine, Londonderrry Northern Ireland. Wife Eliza /Elizabeth
Crowe. Children Robert John b Ireland, Margaret b
Ireland, Alexander b Geelong 1858, Robert John
Corwe b Lethbridge 1861, David James b Sandhurst
1865, Elizabeth Mary b Ballarat 1866.
Seeking descendants of above
More Enquiries p 9.
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CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS
Ballarat and District Genealogy
Have a great selection of CD’s available
For Christmas Gift ideas - including
Ballarat Cemetery CD
Ballarat East Petty Sessions
Ballarat East Rate Books
Check our website for details of available CD’s
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au
And place your orders early.

"Why pay money to have
your family tree traced;
go into politics and
your opponents will do
it for you"

CONGRESS 2012

( www.congress2012.org.au )
The 13th Australasian Congress on Genealogy and Heraldry

Your Ancestors in their Social Context

WHERE DO YOU COME FROM
Family History Classes
ONLINE CLASS
Saturday 20 November 2010
Ballarat Library
A beginners class giving interested genealogists hints about where to look for
your family history on line
Ballarat Link November 2010 - No.167

Adelaide , South Australia , 28th - 31st
March 2012
Hosted by the South Australian Genealogy & Heraldry Society Inc

Ballarat Divorces
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au
An index to divorces
housed at
PROV – Ballarat Archives Centre
Index created by BDGS volunteers

Page 7

Do you know how many years you have to be
married for your RADIUM Anniversay?
Read below

The Canberra Times (ACT : 1926-1954), Monday 16
April 1928, page 4 NLA Australian Newspapers

The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848-1954), Saturday 20
March 1943, page 10

The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848-1954), Friday 8 January 1937, page 8 NLA Australian Newspapers
Tnankyou to members Helen Mollison and Kath Mcdonald for the lead on this interestingly named event.
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Jospeh Davies and Amelia Tomkins were married in 1873
Amelia was the daughter of Alfred Tomkins and
Amelia Pointer.
Joseph and Amelia had 6 children,
Joseph Henry b 1874 Ballarat d 1876 Ballarat
Emma Amelia b 1877
Alfred Geroge b 1879 Horsham
William b 1880 Horsham
Thomas Wimmera n 1881 Ballarat d 1882 Ballarat
William Charles b 1884 Essendon
Amelia did July 1943 Just months after celebrating their 70th Wedding Anniversary while Joseph died in 1946
Both are buried at the Ballarat New Cemetery.
Mr & Mrs Davies appeard to travel around as
7th Day Adventists and feature in a newspaper
article aged 87 & 86 and were known to travel
hundreds of miles to attend events.
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The Australian Women's Weekly , Wednesday 2 December 1953, page 40
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Willaura Soldiers

HELP WANTED
Members are entitled to 1 free entry per year.
Please quote Membership Number.
Member additional queries and Non Member
queries may be submitted at a cost of $10.00 per
entry. This will cover a query of up to 140 words in
length. (Approx 13 x A4 lines of print)
Please note this can now be paid for via PAYPAL
and can be found via the research Link.

I'm researching all the soldiers that had connection
to the Willaura district (WW1) for a book that is 90
% complete (in conjunction with the tiny Willaura
Historical Society). One of the soldiers that I've tried
to find on several occasions with little luck was
Chaplain /Captain Fredric Percy Williams MC. I have
written his profile from his NAA file and various
newspaper snippets, but would love a photo of him
to complete his profile. Any assistance would be
great.
Regards
Trevor Munro
Dubbo NSW
trevor_munro@hotmail.com

Top Photograph was
taken By R Smith in
Glasgow, the signature next to it is on
the back.
The photograph of the young man was
taken in Geelong by G L Massingham
while the lady has been photographed
at Willie Anderson.
Do they belong to your family?

Can you help with these?
Do you know who is in these photographs?
Can you help locate a photograph?
Ballarat Link November 2010 - No.167

Research Requests
RILEY—Joseph b 1862 Parents
Joseph and Jane (Whitmore) Riley
EVANS—Henry Thruston m Antonette Berg 13 Aug 1856 Sandhurst.
DEAN– Albert Geroge b Learmonth 1896. Light Horse Brigade
WW1
VOGT– John Herman (Johann
Hermann Vogt) Grenville Advoacte?
GARTSHORE—Alex. Wife Jane
Gibson Gartshore. Returned Scotland 1845/5
JESSOP—John Died Ballarat Nov
1882. Reporter. B. Swonestead,
Loncolnshire.
PROSSER—Henry & Matilda
(Cameron) Lived Clark’s Hill and
Numurkah.
GANNON—James and Anne
(Houlihan) Carpenter St Alipius
Church School?
LEWIS—John Hunter m Janet
Munn Geelong, 1855. Maud Leis b
c 1876 Ballarat.
LEOV—Carl/Chas, Nees, Wiesenhavern, Charles Frederick,
Creswick Mining Store.
HEALEY– Laurence, Walch, Lyons—James & Bridget, Farrelll—
Elizabeth.
KEOGH—Patrick and wife Ellen
Mara, Farmer Narmbool, 1852—
1857
Page 10

The Murder of Dr Saenger
Researched and written by Joan E. Hunt
Dr Julius Hermann Louis Saenger was 37 years old when he was murdered at Newtown near Scarsdale on Monday, 2nd October 1865. He was born into a Roman Catholic family in the Duchy of Saxe
Weimar in Germany. After entering university when only 15 years old, he arrived from Germany in
November 1854 on the “Victoria”, and shortly after was practising as a physician at Mount Blackwood. Within a couple of years he had headed to the bustling goldfields of the Woady Yaloak district.
He is well known to family and local historians of this area as his name appears on so many birth and
death certificates. By 1857 he was the leading medical man and had settled to live in Scarsdale. He became naturalized
in 1858, and by 1859 he was the public vaccinator in Smythesdale. Louis Saenger, as he preferred to be known, was reportedly a tall, fair, handsome German bachelor, very much admired by the fair sex, and of very gentlemanly manner. He
was very popular in the district and was highly successful in his practice.
Louis also had success with speculating in gold shareholdings. For instance, from 1861 until his death four years later, he
owned shares in the Rothschild Gold Mining Company at Pitfield valued at £3,000; in the Rose of England Gold Mining
Company at Smythesdale valued at £150; in the Success Quartz and Alluvial Gold Mining Company at Brown’s Diggings
valued at £480; and two shares at £25 each in the Golden Age Gold Mining Company Ltd at Scarsdale, as well as other
smaller purchases in that period.
His murderer was a miner, sometime labourer, named James
Jones. Jones was born in Monmouthshire in 1830 but was
brought up in Gloucester. He went to sea when he was just 11
years old, and arrived in Victoria in February 1853 on board the
ship “Argo”. He came to Scarsdale about 1861, where he was
employed as a splitter by Mr Johnson, leaving after eighteen
months to work for the North Grenville Gold Mining Company
in Scarsdale. Three weeks previous to the murder he left the employment of that company, whose works were close by his hut
near the Gemini Claim.
James Jones was said to be fond of dancing, and had recently
danced at the Black Swan Hotel in Scarsdale, where he was apparently passionate about the barmaid Dorah, to whom he had
given a half-sovereign to buy dress ribbons. Popular rumour
ascribed one motive for the murder to jealousy by Jones over a perceived intrigue between Dorah and Louis Saenger.
At the inquest into Louis Saenger’s death, held at Henry Laity’s house in Scarsdale, evidence was given by 14 year old
Catherine Clarke, that she lived with her parents between Newtown and Scarsdale, where her father was a miner and kept
a small store. She reported that one Sunday about three weeks earlier the prisoner Jones had come to their place and
asked if she had any lead. Having given him a pound a half of it from a tea-chest, he told her he was going to make bullets and learn to shoot. Catherine’s mother Margaret was sure Jones was going to shoot the doctor as she had heard him
say that Dr Saenger was not fit to
COGHLAN James was born in Ireland in 1827 and spend
some years at sea where he earned his shipmasters certificate of competency He came to Victoria in 1853 and after
trying his luck at mining on arrival in Ballarat he established a brewery at Warrenheip in 1857. As a Justice of the
Peace he regularly attendee the Bungaree Court. He was a
member of the Old Colonists Club, The Fine Art Gallery
and the Mechanics Institute. He was honoured when the
Pope bestowed on him the Knight of St Gregory. In 1898
he was a member of 3 businessmen, nicknamed “Rags, Bottles and Bones’, (Harry Davies, James Coghlan and John
Heinz) who bought the Academy of Music, now Her Majesty's Theatre, for half the cost of its construction 20 years
earlier. He died in 1902.
He is buried at the Ballarat Old Cemetery
Ballarat Link November 2010 - No.167

CURNOW Thomas had been a school teacher at Glenrowan since 1876. In 1880 he was among the residents
held in a hotel by the Kelly gang. Hearing of the planned
derailment Curnow managed to slip away and flag down
the train. His action subsequently led to the capture of the
Kelly gang. Within 3 days the Education department
Transferred the Curnow family to Ballarat, for their own
safety., as the Kelly family were very popular in the district. Curnow taught at Ballarat schools until his retirement . In 1881 the Humane Society presented Curnow
with the Silver Medal, the highest award for courage and
humanity, in the Melbourne Town Hall before 2500 people. His was the only award given without application. He
also received £1,000 from the State Government.
He too is buried at the Ballarat Old Cemetery
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International Genealogy
While it is wonderful that Family Historians have
great records for Australia and England, what about
those who have other areas that their ancestors came
from. While I am not an expert on this and welcome
further information for future newsletters I have been
hunting around the net for some resources to assist
some of you to find those records.
I have a Dutch husband and have done some searching in the Netherlands with some success and of
course there are more records being added as times
goes on and our hobby becomes ever increasingly
popular.
So here is a list of possible web pages for your international research
Netherlands
http://www.dutchgenealogy.nl/
This site helps many people of Dutch descent research their ancestors.
Many articles explain research opportunities in the
Netherlands, both off line and on line. Other articles
give you background information about Dutch history in general and emigration in particular. Also,
some primary sources you can use for your research
are provided. Special attention is given to online research, with many links to useful websites.
Italy
http://www.angelfire.com/ok3/pearlsofwisdom/
Go to our free Italian Genealogy Online Italy
Roots Message Board. Post & search for your Italian Ancestors' Surnames and learn to locate Italian
Family Members around the world while you research your own Family Tree, Roots, Ancestry, Italian Heritage, Immigrant Family Ties and emigrant
surnames back home in Italy using our free Genealogy Tools & Resources. This Italian Genealogy Site
is a Homepage where Italian Americans can research
their ancestry, Italian surnames, and other for family
members around the world sharing their Italy Roots.
People of Italian Descent anyplace in the World can
Freely Learn How to Do Italian Genealogy Research. Find the place of origin of your Italian
immigrant ancestor without having to join any
group and pay a membership fee to learn. This free
site is an Online repository of all things related
to Italian Genealogy, Surname, general genealogical
research, (click here for a definition of genealogy)
Itallian Lifestyle, culture and free familytree research
links.
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Chinese
http://chinesegenealogy.blogspot.com/
This is a blog giving some information about Chinese research and the different patterns compared to
the Western World.
There are a few links to other blogs on this subject
from this page.

Germans in Russia
http://www.odessa3.org/
Odessa is a digital library dedicated to the cultural and
family history of the millions of Germans who emigrated
to Russia in the 1800s and their descendants, who are now
scattered throughout the world.
The Odessa document collection consists primarily of
digitized books and records plus indexes of microfilms
and research aids that enable users to trace individual and
family migrations since the early 1800s.
Odessa is made freely available by the author, Roger
Ehrich, on whose server the library resides.

Germany
http://www.genealogylinks.net/europe/germany/
This page leads to areas within Germany and has a
number of links. There is no introduction on this
page.

Sweden
http://www.genealogi.se/roots/
Sveriges Släktforskarförbund The Federation of
Swedish Genealogical Societies is the umbrella organisation for some 160 genealogical societies in
most parts of the country. The e-zine Rötter has a lot
of useful information, mostly in Swedish, but also
the very interesting discussion board Anbytarforum,
where you can post queries in English under Discussions in English or under the appropriate
"landskap" (if you know it). Most of the participants
understand English. We welcome suggestions and
corrections, and they can be emailed to The Federation.
Please Remember Google is also a great way to find information about researching your genealogy. When you
type in genealogy in the Google search engine you have
37 million sites to explore, so not a good starting point.
You need to be more specific and look for you area of
interest such as English, Irish etc. Even try your surname,
specifically if you know what town your family is from as
then you can look for “Smith, St Bees, Cumberland”
rather than just Smith.
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Who Do You Think You Are
Australian Series No 3
Sunday 28 November 2010 on SBS

Visit the Ballarat Genealogy website:www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au
Webmaster:- Daryl Povey

Featuring
Magda Szubanski is the actor behind many of Australia’s most loved comic characters. Magda has always been a fearless performer. But where is that
courage from?
Cricketer Rod Marsh trawls the records, to overturn
long-held secrets and piece together the dramatic
circumstances that led to his father’s adoption.
Singer Tina Arena has always wanted to find out
more about where her Italian-born parents came
from, a subject that has never really been talked
about in her family.
Shane Bourne. Actor and comedian is probably best
known for his roles in City Homicide and Thank God
You’re Here. In this series he investigates a pattern
of absent fathers and discovers a man with grand but
fraudulent designs.
Actor, dancer and TV chef Paul Mercurio is probably best known for his role in Strictly Ballroom. In
this series he embarks on a journey into his ancestry
to investigate rumours of a mafia connection and
discovers a political kingmaker leading a double life

Georgie Parker has created some of the most
memorable women in Australian television. The
women in her own family are all big personalities and this is the puzzle she sets out to solve:
where does that female strength come from?
If you have never watched any of these fascinating shows it is worth it for the hints you may
pick up about where you can find information
about your ancestors. Just remember there will
not be someone waiting at the library ready to
hand over your family history and there has
been many hours of research gone into these
programs.
Just the fact that these programs are being made
makes one realise how popular genealogy is.
Get your children and grandchildren to watch it
as well, it just may spark their interest in what
you are doing and why.
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Email :- povey@sebas.vic.edu.au
SEARCH LIST & INDEXES
Dave Evans Mining Accidents Index
The Surnames List.
Ballarat School of Mines Entrance Book 1910-1914.
St Augustine's Orphanage — Geelong Admissions and
Discharges 1856-1878.
MESSAGE BOARDS
Australian (Ancestry.com)
FamilyHistory.com
GenForum
RootsWeb Email Lists
School Friends
ADVICE / INFORMATION
Anti-Virus Info
Ballarat Research
Book Sellers
Convict Research
Digitisation Projects
Email Lists
Finding Names
Military Research
Norfolk Island
Shipping & Passengers
Writing a Family History

The Editor and Committee would
like to wish you all a very Merry
and safe Christmas and New Year
and look forward to seeing you all in
2011.
The first “Link” will be available in
February so please send in your
ideas, stories, photos and great finds
by 14 January 2011 so I can deliver
you a great and informative News
Letter. If you have found an interesting Ancestor let us know and how
you went about your research, so
others can learn too.
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Welcome to
Carmel Quantok of Templestowe;
Graeme Smith of Noosaville, QL;
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MEMBERS ONLY
Microfiche and Reader available to borrow.
- Vic. BDM’s
- Vic Pioneer Index
- Ballarat Old & New Cemeteries
- Consolidated Cemeteries (Ballarat District)
- Ballarat Base Hospital Admissions
- Consolidated Schools (Ballarat District)

Benjamin Schueddekopf of
Soldiers Hill;
Kath Connors of Wendouree

Ballarat East Petty Sessions
Series VPRS 290/P
Part 1, 1858-1889.
Price is AUS $35 plus $5 postage & handling.
Set of 15 fiche, approx 55,000 names.

Part 11, 1890-1921.
Set of fiche, containing 70,000 names
Price is AUS $45 plus $5 postage & handling.

From the Library
Use of Society computers
These computers, which are in
the Australiana Room of the
Library, are not to be used for
personal use such as accessing
your own emails.

They are to be used for research purposes
only.

HELP WANTED
Members are entitled to 1 free entry per year.
Please quote Membership Number.
Member additional queries and Non Member
queries may be submitted at a cost of $10.00 per
entry. This will cover a query of up to 140 words in
length. (Approx 13 x A4 lines of print)
Ballarat Link November 2010 - No.167

Ballarat and District Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 1809.
Ballarat Mail Centre
Vic 3354
Australia
Ballarat Petitions 1860-1866
Copies of the CD of Ballarat Petitions 1860-1866
VPRS 2500/P0
ISBN 978-0-9751359-2-1,
are available from
Ballarat & District Genealogical Society Inc.
PO Box 1809 Ballarat Mail Centre,
Victoria, Australia 3354
Price per CD including GST is $30 plus $5.00 for
postage and packaging.
Email enquiries to researchballarat@hotmail.com

MEMBERS ONLY
Available to borrow :Audio Tapes of Guest Speakers talks.
Contact Janette McGillivray
garnet99@bigpond.com
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Ballarat Cemeteries CD

CEMETERY TOURS

Included on the CD are current maps of the Ballarat
Old and New Cemeteries showing location of the
various sections.
A total in the order of 130,000 of records will
now
be accessible in a searchable database available on
CD-ROM including 70,000 for the Ballarat New
Cemetery (1867-2005) plus headstone transcriptions
and 25,000 cremations for the Ballarat Crematorium
(1958-2005).

Ballarat and District Genealogical Society Inc

Enquiries to:http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/ballaratcemeteries-cd.htm

BALLARAT NEW CEMETERY
(Cnr Lydiard & Norman Streets)
1 and 2 hour tours available .

Orders for the Ballarat Cemeteries Index CD
can be made with payment of $49 plus $6
postage and packaging to:Ballarat & District Genealogical Society, PO Box
1809 Ballarat Mail Centre, Victoria 3354.
OR
The Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc, Level
B1, 257 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000

BALLARAT OLD CEMETERY
(Cnr Creswick Road & Macarthur Street)
1 and 2 hour tours available.
Eureka graves tour.
Jewish section tour.
1 hour Sunday afternoon tour requires a
booking at the Information Centre.

Tours are conducted:1. During the Ballarat Begonia Festival.
2. On request for community or school groups.
3. During Eureka week in December.
Tours are conducted throughout the year but
preferably not during the winter months.
Entry
Adults $10.00
Concession and Children $7.00

For a modest donation the B&DGS research team
would take digital photos of headstones on request.
Enquiries to researchballarat@hotmail.com

Enquiries: Neva Dunstan - phone 5330 7005
Ancestry.com is now available on the Library
computer
Bookings are required and should be made at the
Library desk

A Reminder to members that they are required to
show their membership card in the Library to obtain
access to the Society’s computer/CDs and the
research material that is kept in the filing cabinet.

Visit the Ballarat Genealogy website:Webmaster:- Daryl Povey
Planning a visit to Ballarat to make use of
our Research Library?
Do you think you may need help with or advice
about using our material and equipment?
Please contact our Librarian in advance so that
arrangements can be made to have one of our
members available to help you on the day of your
visit.
CONTACT
Betty Slater - researchballarat@hotmail.com
or
PO Box 1809, Ballarat Mail Centre, Victoria 3354
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www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au

EMAIL:- povey@ncable.net.au

RESEARCH ENQUIRIES
$20 PER HOUR — non members
$10 PER HOUR — Members
Research enquiries may be forwarded to the
Society’s Research Officer C/O our Postal
Address or researchballarat@hotmail.com
Please include sufficient relevant details.
Now Payable Via PAYPAL
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