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Program 2010
Meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month at the Ballarat Central Library,
Doveton Street Nth, Ballarat. 7.30pm.
February
March

23
23

Joan Hunt - Usual & Unusual Resources
Denis Spielvogel - Overseas Research Trail of Spielvogels
David Beames - Ballarat Cemeteries
(unconfirmed See next newsletter)
Meeting held at G o l d Museum

June 22

Lauren Bourke - P R O V B A C & B R A C
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DISCLAIMER
The B a l l a r a t and D i s t r i c t
Genealogical Society Inc does not
hold itself responsible for the
accuracy of statements or opinions
expressed by authors of articles
published in this magazine.

The Australian Taxation Office has advised that
our application to be able to receive donations and provide
suitably endorsed receipts that would allow the donor to
declare the donation over $2 as a deduction again income
tax has been approved. Funds from this will be used to
develop the library collection. The Office has also added
that the status is afforded to the Society 'as a whole'
rather than requiring a separate account. This recognises
the significant public benefit which the Society and in
particular its voluntary work are creating for the public.
One of the key features is that our collection is maintained
for the public in a public setting. This affirms the view
that family history research is focussed on the Australian
Reference Room materials in the Ballarat Library, Doveton Street North, and Ballarat.
The Ballarat Show was held on 13-15* November 2009.
Since the event sought to promote heritage, the Society
willingly accepted the invitation to display at the venue.
No matter how successful such events and displays may
be, they cannot aspire and have never aspired to replace
the scope of material that is located in the Australiana
Reference room at the Ballarat Library, where out holdings are available.
Although the previous paragraphs have referred to publicly accessible materials for genealogy that are in the
Ballarat Public Library, it is noted that from 19 October
until early November, the Library at Ballarat closed to
undergo significant refurbishments. The short notice enabled the Society to use only its September meeting and
the website www.ballaratgenealogy.com.au to advise people. The Library had simultaneously provided suitable
advice through its own avenues to the general public. By
the time this edition of Ballarat Links arrives, the members and public are able to enjoy the new surroundings.
th

A number of sources have reported the value of the digitised newspaper project being developed by the National
Library of Australia. Knowing the paucity of indexing of
Ballarat newspapers, the Society's committee continues to
undertake careful research into the opportunities that this
developing technology may offer and how it might be able
to assist in the projection of the Ballarat materials. It will
be a slow process.

at the Melbourne Convention
Centre.
"What is that?
"The Poly Woodside'"
"Yes but what is it?"
"It is the ship Captain Cook came out on," then
laughed, "Don't you know your History?"
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Rain and research : talk for Ballarat & District Genealogical Society
On Tuesday 25 August thirty five dedicated genealogists ventured out on a freezing cold and rainy Ballarat
night for the Society August meeting and my talk on the Helen Macpherson Smith Genealogy Centre at the
State Library of Victoria. Fortunately it was cosy in the Library meeting room!
I first of all gave an overview of the Centre which is the starting point for genealogy research at the Library,
where you go to complete your pedigree charts and identify a person in a place at a time. The Centre holds resources not just for Victorian research but for the other states and overseas. Once you begin to put context
around your family, what they did, where they lived etc you can make use of the many other collections of the
Library, such as Maps, Newspapers and Manuscripts.
I highlighted a few recent online developments on the Library's website, including Victoria Government Gazette Online Archive 1836 -1997.
This significant and highly used historical information resource contains vast amounts of information about
people and places in Victoria as well as the workings of government including mining, water supply, companies, contracts, shire boundaries and government employment. It comprises:
New South Wales Government Gazette 1836 to 1851
Port Phillip Government Notices January to July 1843
Port Phillip Government Gazette January 1844 to July 1851
Victoria Government Gazette July 1851 to 1997
This collaborative project between the State Library of Victoria, Land Victoria, Department of Sustainability
and Environment and the Chief Parliamentary Counsel comprises over 600,000 page scans accessed via
searchable index pages.
You can access the Gazette using the following U R L :
http://gazette.slv.vic.gov.au/
I noted that the Genealogy Team conducts a regular monthly public training session in genealogy Finding
Families : researching family history.
This two and a quarter hour session is a mixture of theory, a brief orientation to the Genealogy Centre and its
resources and hands-on activities.
In the session you :
• Find out how to begin and continue your genealogy and family history research (at the Library and other
repositories).
• Have a tour of the Centre and an introduction to some of the resources held, such as, Ancestry Library
Edition.
Answer quiz questions about various records available, with Genealogy Team staff on hand to guide you.
It is free but bookings are required. Telephone 03 8664 7099 or email bookings@slv.vic.gov.au. Check
http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/programs/learning/index.html for details and dates of the Library's learning programs from September 2009 until February 2010.
I also mentioned our annual major event Family History Feast which is held during National Family History
Week each year. The event is truly collaborative and presented by the following organisations/institutions:
•
•
•
•
•

The
The
The
The
The

State Library of Victoria
Victorian Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages
Public Record Office Victoria
National Archives of Australia (Victorian Office)
Victorian Association of Family History Organisations.

If you missed the 2009 event held on Monday 3 August, you can listen to the podcast available now through
the Library website ( http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/programs/genealogv/familv-history-feast-09/index.html)
This was my first talk in Ballarat so it was good to meet Society members and learn more of your activities. I
look forward to catching up again soon!

Anne Burrows
Genealogy Librarian
State Library of Victoria
Telephone: 03 8664 7190
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SEPTEMBER 2009
Our Guest Speakers for September was our President
Joan Hunt, who spoke on Family Tree programs,
followed by Carmel Reynen on researching newspapers and ended with Bill Johnston on how to use the
Birth Death and Marriage certificates currently available in the Australiana Room in the Ballarat Library.
Joan Hunt
Joan having received many requests from Members
regarding Family History Programs, and which ones
to use, gave an interesting comparison of the many
family history programs available.
Joan showed the many comparisons between the programs, from the top of the range to many excellent
programs that can be downloaded free from the
Internet.
Many can be downloaded for a trial period before
purchasing, which members should take advantage
of, to see which one gives the final result they are
after..
There are also many places to get help online once
you have decided on a program.
Many types of free charts can also be downloaded to
compliment your family tree program..
There are many programs available and members
should have a good look at them all.
Carmel Reynen
Carmel gave a very interesting presentation on old
newspapers from around the world. The address to
search these newspapers on the net will be in the
next Link.
Carmel explained the sites that can be searched, and
examples of what can be found in these newspapers.
Much information can be found in these early newspapers.
Ballarat newspapers are on microfilm in the Australiana Room in the library.
Government Gazettes are also available online.
Bill Johnston
Bill Johnson informed us of an index he found to the
NSW Birth Death and Marriage Films obtained by
the BDGS. The Index contained
The Name, The Year, Volume No. Reg. No. Also
how to use this index.
NSW B D M ' s are free to search and certificates are
available at the Ballarat Library
are a rich source of information when trying to research your ancestors. Imagine
finding a statement made by one of your ancestors or
reading about something they had done stupidly in
their youth, finding a wedding description or a birth
or death. Perhaps even they were robbed or were a
witness to some event, what ever this all adds to the
Ballarat Link November 2009 - No. 163

personality of the person and you have some insight
into your ancestor's personality.
The Ballarat Library has a collection of the Ballarat
Papers on microfilm in the Australiana room and it
is the hope of the BDGS to have these papers even
more accessible through a scanning process but this
of course, is a long term project and is still being
investigated.
However you can access a number of newspapers on
line which may keep you busy for some time, and
these are free to use and being added to continually.
http://newspapers.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/home has a
number of major Australian newspapers mainly from
the capital cities but still contains many country
events.
The papers are searchable by a name, word, place etc
but you need to be aware of such things as e.g. if you
are looking for Jones in Sale, you may just have all
Jones and anything up for sale return, you can use
"Ethan Jones, Sale" using the quotation marks for an
exact search but this will also limit the search.
You can filter for a possible event by choosing
which paper, then the decade then the year etc, with
the tools down the left hand column.
http://gazette.slv.vic.gov.au/ are the Victorian Government Gazettes which will list a number of areas,
if you ancestor worked in a Government Job, or won
a tender for a department they may be listed in the
Gazettes.
Have you had a family just disappear? Maybe they
went to New Zealand? Try http://
paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast which is
also a searchable data base. Also remember news
travelled across the sea and many local Australian
events are reported in New Zealand papers.
If you have a convict in the family you may find the
story in the English newspapers. M y family's story
read "Father and 3 sons arrested over 12 Robberies".
The story had a statement by one of the sons, my
ancestor, and he had the court laughing. The records
we look at are official but can be scant on information when it comes to personalities, so to find such a
gem adds so much more to your family history.
The English papers can be found at http://
www.lancashire.gov.uk/onrl/ Which is the Lancashire library and you need to become a member.
Where to become a member you fill out the online
form, which is free of charge. Once the form is filled
out a membership number is sent via e-mail and a
membership card will arrive in the post in the next
week or two.
Again these newspapers work on OCR (optical character recognition) and can be searched by a name,
word etc.
Carmel Reynen
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Spare/certtfvcaX&i' generously donatedWANTED I Descendants of 300 families who
to the Society which may come in handy for our
readers, please contact the society for copies of these
certificates with a Stanped Self Addressed Envelope
or an email address for scanned copy in PDF format.
A L E X A N D E R Benjamin, d 1894
Parents Richard Alexander and Ann
B A L D E R S T O N E Harry, d 1893
Parents James Eustace and Mary Jane (Searle)
B A R N E S , William, d 1894 Parents U K
B E N N E T T Patrick James, d 1894
Parents Patrick and Ellen (Monogue)
B E R T R A M , William, d 1884
Parents William and Annie (Graham)
B L Y T H , William, d 1894, Parent John and Mary
Ann (Smith)
B R O W N John, d 1894 parents William and Ann
CASSIDY Peter, d 1884 parents Peter and Mary
H A N N I N Ada, 1884 , Parent U K
M C I N N I S Hugh d 1890 parents Alexander and
Annie (McKinnon)
M I T C H E L L John Thomas, d 1890, James and Jane
(Thomas)
PICKFORD, Ann, d 1890, George Bowden,
Catherine (UK)
R Y A N , James d 1884 Parents U K
R Y A N , James d 1890 Parents U K
R Y A N , James d 1893 Parents U K
R Y A N , James d 1894 Parents U K
SCOTT Betty Florrie, d 1890 parent William Joseph
and Mary Agnes (Coghlan)
SMITH John Charles, d 1893, parents John Alfres
and Mary Agnes (Sheppard)
T H O M A S , Christina, d 1893, John Simpson and
Margaret (Hughes)
D N A may predict surnames
Latest research shows clear link between genetics
and names.
New research by a British scientist has established
more clearly the link between a person's D N A and
their surname. The findings could now lead to a
revolu
As part of her PhD research, Dr Turi King of the
University of Leicester recruited more than 2,500
men with over 500 surnames to take part in a study
looking at whether particular types of Y chromosomes were associated with specific surnames. The
Y chromosome is passed from father to son.
The rarity of the surname is a crucial factor. Dr.
King discovered that there is a 24 per cent chance of
any two men with the same surname sharing a common ancestor—but if they have a rare surname, the
likelihood increases up to as much as 50 %. Unusual
names such as Attenborough and Swindlehurst —»
Ballarat Link November 2009 - No. 163

migrated from the village of Nieder-Weisel* in Hessen, Germany to Victoria during the Gold Rush period.
Including the Family names of
A D A M I , B A N G , B E L L O F F , BILL, B O D E N R O E DER
B R O E K , D E R N , DILGES, FETT, GEIBEL
G E R L A C H , GIEHL, HAINTZ, H A U B , H A U S E R
HEINZ, H I L D E B R A N D , H E N K L E M A N N , J U N G
KISSLER, K L E I N , KLIPPEL, K L O S , KNIPPER
KOCH, KOHLER, KRAUSGRILL, LEICHNER,
LEMP LENZ, LOH, MAAS, M A R X , MATTHAUS,
M U L L E R P L O U G H , REUSS, REUTER, RICHTER
R I E G E L H U T H , SCHfMPF, SCHMIDT, SEIP,
STUDT V O L K , V O R B A C H , W E T Z E L , WILH E L M I WINTER, WORNER, ZEISS, Z I E G L E R &
ZMMER.
To commemorate this momentous shift of
people and the contribution that they made to Australian society, our group is collecting funds to erect
a memorial plaque in the church-yard at NiederWeisel. The memorial will comprise a bronze basrelief plaque made by Victorian Dr. Ross Bastiaan
AM.
We plan to raise the cost by contacting
some of the 1000s of Australians who are descended
from the original families. This token of International goodwill should promote two-way tourism and
student exchange.
Your support will help to make this possible.
REGISTER INTEREST,
SEND TO: Don Hauser, 55 Agnes St., Jolimont,
Victoria 3002
If you can identify any of the family names above
please contact - Alan Haintz Phone (03)9836 3448
Don Hauser Phone (03) 9654 7610
e-mail: ahaintz@bigpond.net.au e-mail:
dlhauser@bigpond.com
D N A contShowed more than 70% of men sharing the same
type of Y chromosome, while Wadsworth, Jefferson
and Revis showed more than one group of men with
common ancestry, but unrelated to other groups.
More common names—with the increased chance of
different roots—are less likely to show these links.
Dr King said "Hereditary surnames in Britain are
hundreds of years old and each name may had had
several founders. Events such as adoptions, name
changes and non-paternities would confuse any simple genetic link. The surname Smith is a good example as it derives from the occupation of Blacksmith,
so many men could have taken this surname on."
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Story Simon Fowler writes for Ancestors Magazine
Established in 1926 the Empire Marketing Board
tried to encourage Imperial trade between the various
dominions and colonies through posters and other
media.
The most popular of the Board's campaigns was the
Empire Christmas Pudding, which used ingredients
from across the Empire _from Scottish suet to Jamaican Rum and Australian sultanas.
In 1926 one was ceremonially presented to King
George V . Lord Meath, the founder of the Empire
Day movement, claimed that "It could fail to touch
the imagination of every British family party. When
the pudding was carried to the Royal table (on
Christmas Day) it would furnish a symbol of Imperial unity..."
When in the following year a pudding was made for
the Lord Mayor, Lord Meath suggested that he stirring of the pudding 'by members of the family of
Empire would be regarded as a symbol of the unity
of the empire and as an example to be copied in
every household throughout (its) length and breath.
The Times reported that a ceremony was organised
so that the pudding could be stirred by "young men
and women attired in costumes more or less indicative of their place of origin."
The idea was taken up by the public, although perhaps not to the degree the organisers had hoped. Ten
thousand recipe leaflets were distributed in Britain
and overseas, and posters appeared on boards in
town and village centre's. Various towns in Australia, New Zealand and Canada also took part.
A number of places organised campaigns to encourage shoppers to buy Imperial ingredients. In 1931,
Morecambe, in Lancashire, made what it claimed
was the world's largest Empire Christmas Pudding.
It weighed half a ton and took sixty hours to cook.
By then economic depression was gripping the country. In a sign of the times a pudding weighing two
tons was made for the People's Dispensary for Sick
Animals and then divided into over 11,000 individual 2.51b puddings which were distributed to poor
people in various parts of the country.
It was not only economy, however, which was waning - so was imperial enthusiasm, and the Board was
abolished soon afterwards in 1933. And the Empire
Christmas Pudding was forgotten about.
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The Empire Christmas Pudding
According to the recipe supplied by the King's chef
Mr. Cedard, with "Their Majesties "Gracious Consent.
1 lb Currents „„„„„„ Australia
1 lb Sultanas „„„„„„ Australia or South Africa
1 lb Stoned Raisins ,„ Australia or South Africa
5 oz Minced Apple,,, United Kingdom or Canada
1 lb Bread Crumbs,,, United Kingdom
1 lb Beef Suet,,,,,,,,,,, United Kingdom
6 Vi oz Cut Candied Peel „„„„„„South Africa
8 oz Flour „„„„„„„„„„„„United Kingdom
8 oz Demurer Sugar „,„„British West Indies or British Guiana
5 eggs„„„„„„„„„„„„United Kingdom or Irish Free
State
Vi teaspoon Pudding Spice „,„„„ India or British
West Indies
VA gill Brandy „„„„„„„ Australia, S Africa, Cyprus
or Palestine
Vi gill Rum ,„„„„„„„„„„„„ Jamaica or British

Ballarat and District Genealogical Society Members
Helen Dehn, Mary Adrians, Barb Harris and
Janette McGillivray at the Stawell Family History Fair

STAWELL F A M I L Y HISTORY FAIR
A group of our members travelled to Stawell for the Family History Fair
On the weekend of 10 and 11 October.
Many family history societies were represented, as well as
interesting guest speakers, which made for a very interesting weekend.
Many Ballarat enquiries were answered by our enthusiastic members.
Thankyou to those that attended on Saturday, Neva Dunstan Helen Fox, Carmel Reynen & Joan Hunt
On the Sunday: Barb Harris Helen Dehn, Mary Adriaans
& Janette McGillivray
th

th
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Ch4^le4r3oxyihyOyUAA^ArchXA/e^
http://booth.lse.ac.uk/
The Charles Booth Online Archive is a searchable
resource giving access to archive material from the
Booth collections of the Archives Division of the
Library of the London School of Economics and
Political Science (LSE Archives) and the Senate
House Library.
The Booth collection at L S E Archives contains the
original records from Booth's survey into life and
labour in London, dating from 1886 to 1903. The
archives of the Senate House Library contain Booth
family papers from 1799 to 1967.

18 T S

CONGRESS 2012
( www.conaress2012.ora.au )
T h e 1 3 A u s t r a l a s i a n C o n g r e s s o n Genealogy and Heraldry
t h

your Ancestors in their Social Content
Adelaide , South Australia , 2 8 - 3 1
March 2012
Hosted by the South Australian Genealogy
& Heraldry Society Inc
t h

s t

http://www.osni.gov.uk/
170 Years of History
Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland is now part of
Land & Property Services.
Land & Property Services is the agency responsible
for mapping, land registration, valuation and rating
in Northern Ireland.
Land & Property Services produces and maintain all
Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland branded products.
LPS website: www.lpsni.gov.uk
LPS Map Store: http://www.osni.gov.uk/mapstore
Geohub: http://maps.osni.gov.uk/geohublogin.aspx

A Thcwikyou/

2000 map
We are only printing in Black and White so not possible to show the details outlined in these maps.
When you go online you will find the colours along
with the description of what they all mean.

I wanted to thank you for your assistance in tracking
my grandmother Amy Margaret Strickland. I was
amazed today when after only a week the two page
search arrived in the mail, a wonderful service with
the information I requested, my thanks to those at
Ballarat Genealogical Society. However now I want
to know more, so like many others I intend to continue my search.
Many thanks
Wendy Wright

AlA£tV'aJU£WVCe4ne£&4'Ce4' WehifflS/ has moved, and is now fully active in its own domain.
http ://www .australiancemeteries .com
It has taken nearly a month to transfer all the data, across to the new Domain since it was activated. With most
the data transfer taking place between 9.30pm and 6.00am Australian Central Time.
Ozgenonline will remain active just as it is, offering hosting to those with a family history interest, and smaller
databases like Index to Royal Women's Hospital Melbourne Midwifery Book, etc. It is important that the
server retains as much of it's internet profile as possible, now that the former Australian Cemeteries directory
will slowly be dismantled. It is this profile that has bought so much success to A N D F H G , with people making
contact from across the world is response to articles in their on line archive of newsletters.
Ballarat Link November 2009 - No.163
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RESEARCH QUERIES
Seeking information on what happened to John
L A T T A b. 1851 (son of John L A T T A and Catherine LEMON) married to Elizabeth Ann DEAN in
1867. They had four children before John disappeared. Elizabeth Ann then had another six children to George Downing; however they didn't marry
until after the birth of their sixth child in 1891.
Information required on Gladys Myrtle WHEATON also known as Glad, who lived at 29 Gregory
Street Ballarat during the 1940s.
Joseph and Elizabeth ANDERSON lived near Ballarat in the late nineteenth century. Joseph was a
builder who is thought to have moved to central Victoria after having become bankrupt. His son, Thomas
Australia ANDERSON died at Bacchus Marsh in
1898. Information wanted on Joseph and Elizabeth?
Passenger details required for Richard Grundy
THOMPSON (dob 1835) and his brother Richard
Seth THOMPSON (dob 1839) who arrived in Australia in 1852.
Information required on Richard WRIGHT born in
Ireland in 1846 and his wife Elizabeth E V E R E T T
born 1841 in Hobart Tasmania. Their fifth child
Walter George WRIGHT was born in Ballarat in
1881.
Information required on Olivia Elizabeth SIDEB O T T O M born in Ballarat 1864. Orphaned as a
baby, Olivia is thought to have been reared by her
grandmother, Olive McCONACHIE until she too,
died about 1871. What happened to Olivia?
Private Benjamin Harold DAY, Spencer Frederick
DAY and William James DAY were all born in Ballarat and served in WWII. Only Benjamin returned
home. Published information about their war service
during the war or afterwards, is sought.
Edwin RESEIGH, engine driver for Perseverance
Mining Co owned land close to Durham Lead during
the 1860s. Information about Edwin and the location
Ralph FEATHERSTON born in Co. Durham, died
in Australia aged 93. His son William was born in
Ballarat in 1874. Further information about Ralph
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Lieut. J. G. CRISP was an officer in the 5 Victorian Contingent in the Boer War and died in 1901.
His name appears on the Boer War memorial in Ballarat, but he is not listed as a casualty by national
archivists in Canberra. Does anyone have further
information about him?
th

Les and Annie MUNRO lived in Ballarat and Les
worked in, or owned, a funeral business. Indexed
listings suggest they married in 1904 and may have
lived in Colac but information about their activities
in Ballarat or Colac is sought.
Information sought on William MORGAN and his
wife Rebecca nee RICHARDSON and any children
of the marriage.
A fob chain with a pendant engraved 'S.M.C Sports
1896' and on the rear the name A . LANCASTER'
whose family lived in Ballarat. Can anyone identify
the name of the organisation which gave him the
medal?
Herman James Stanley WITHERDEN died in N S W
and his parents names were given as Thomas and
Eliza or Elizabeth. Thomas WITHERDEN died in
1887 aged 29, having fathered several children by
Eliza, but none named Herman, who was born in
1888. Does anyone have information on Herman
James Stanley WITHERDEN who died in Corowa
N S W in 1955?

Fellmonger?
I recently came across this one for one of my ancestors and living in known logging places I thought
this may have been an occupation in that industry.
But no a fellmonger is someone who removes hair
from animal hides in preparation for tanning. The
name is derived from the Old English 'fell' meaning
skins and 'monger' meaning dealer. Fellmongery is
one of the oldest professions in the world and since
ancient times, man has used the skins of animals to
clothe himself, and for making domestic articles.
Today however, fellmongery has been superseded by
machines that now perform the work formerly done
by man.

Saclemaker?
Sackmaker? Saddlemaker?
Answer: typo in cemetery records for Scalemaker—
(maker of scales and weights) Edward M Y L E R E A
age 69 bur 28 Sep 1905 B.O.C. AN.6.5.
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Jeannette McGillivray
One of our members has held a successful Family
Reunion and shares her experience with Tips and
ideas

It is important to Canvas your extended family to
gather their interest - no sense wasting your time,
energy and money when only a few are interested
A draw-card to get people interested - eg have
someone put together a book about the family &
launch it on the day
Start planning at least two/three years in advanceWrite letters/telephone every family to get their expression of interest and input
Venue
small gathering - family back yard,
larger numbers - local park/gardens or hire a hall
If a hall is required - check out costs, not forgetting insurance, facilities available, eg - use of
kitchen/crockery/cutlery etc, toilets, playground
nearby, areas to play outdoor games - cricket, soccer etc
Keep a record of all your costs - postage, phone calls
etc
If necessary - open a bank account specially for any
funds forwarded to you to help with costs
Set a date that will probably to suitable for most people - you can't please everyone
Book hall approx 18 months before reunion
Suggest local caravan parks and motels for accommodation
Approx one year later
send a further mail-out to inform of date, venue,
again, asking for input
Approx six months before the date
Send a mail-out - including date, address of venue,
commence time, cost - ask for a donation to help
with costs, OR set an amount per adult/person eg $5,
arrangements for lunch, an R S V P slip at the bottom
of mail-out to be mailed back to you - whether intending to attend or not. Give an R S V P a reply date,
eg 6 weeks prior to reunion, include a map with directions highlighted
Check with hall booking, or with local council to
'book' area in park/gardens
Ballarat Link November 2009 - No. 163

Food - 1 found that a 'basket lunch' was good,
as people tended to socialise more with those
relatives that they were not as familiar with.
Consider whether it will be catered for - get
costs
B B Q - byo meat, share salads etc - organise a
relative with a B B Q
everyone bring their own
everyone bring some food to share - 'basket
lunch' (savoury and/or sweet)
Drinks
tea and coffee supplied or B Y O
B Y O softdrinks, or buy several cartons and sellfor $1 each
Request for memorabilia - old and family photos, family heirlooms, photo albums, family bibles
etc to be on display
If you are having a celebration cake - best to make
fruit cake now, decorate a bit later
Organise a 'on the day raffle'- eg a family tartan rug,
mounted family crest - maybe $1 a ticket
Approx

one

month

before

Decorate cake
Revisit hall - made sure it has all the facilities required
Name tags- make this as a memento of the occasion
- laminate it later to use as a bookmark
include name of the reunion, date and a picture relating to the occasion eg a family crest, photo of ancestral family home, or of the oldest ancestor
Make enquiries about a photographer to take a
photo of the W H O L E group and smaller groups if
required
A lot of reunions have bagpipers on the day - ask
around - usually members the local pipe band will
be of assistance
Place advertisement in local and surrounding newspapers of the reunion - there may be relatives who
have not been contacted
Approx one week before date
make a list of purchases for the day - eg tea, coffee,
sugar, paper napkins, gold safety pins for name tagsmake a list of items to take from your home - teatowels, tablecloths, table decorations eg flowers
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make a list of purchases for the day - eg tea, print
out horizontal family charts of each branch of
the families to be 'bluetacked' onto the wall of
hall. Buy different coloured 'dot stickers' for
each branch of the family, eg red, blue, yellow,
green, orange etc
have an attendance book for everyone to sign
inform the local newspaper of the occasion to have a
'writeup' and/or photo in the paper
organise activities/games to get everyone involved
On the day
Buy 2/3 litres of milk - if necessary
Arrive early
Set up tables, chairs etc , ask for assistance if necessary
Set up urn for easy access, but safely out of children's reach (remembering to check the water
level in the urn from time to time)
Set out cups, tea, coffee, milk, sugar and teaspoons
and plates for lunch
Set out tables for food to the side of room
Have a program for the day
Have everyone sign the book and pay any costs as
they enter the hall (that way, you are not chasing
people, and you know at the end of the day, you
have a record of everyone attending, any extra
costs are covered, and you are not out-ofpocket)
Encourage everyone to put a 'coloured dot' beside
their name on the posted charts, add info not
included and correct any errors
If you are having a celebration cake - have someone
special in the group to cut it eg the oldest male
and oldest female descendent in attendence
Recognise the people who have birthdays/
anniversaries on that day
Encourage everyone to have a great day!
Lastly, don't forget to enjoy the day yourself!

rlftftf
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ScwLvxtyycrur Research; orOuurxe/
I have been collecting items of interest and records
for more than 30 years now and have a huge collection, which my husband claims will be burnt when I
die, (I have threatened to haunt him for all eternity)
"What will happen to my records?" is probably a
dilemma for all family historians. Other worries are what happens if the house burns down, with all those
records and 150 yrs of photographs, and where do
they go after we die.
Many people have willed them to libraries and historical societies but there is only enough room for
what they do collect and I am sure with my collection it would not be feasible to allocate a huge bookcase to hold all my records, let alone everyone else
in the general area who may hold the similar.
I have now begun to load mine online, along with
photos, documents, newspaper cuttings etc. It is time
consuming to say the least and one of the main time
consumptions is I keep finding distant cousins who
also have a stack of records that I have never bothered getting because it would get too expensive.
More records, more documents, more photos and
alao more and more stories, all adding to the colour
of my family history.
So, how does one go about this?
Ancestry.com have now got this facility. It has had
one for years in a primitive form but the new one has
a lot more flexibility and allows for everything, including voice recordings, and video as well as all
those docs, pics etc to be loaded onto your site.
You have the choice to make you page public (not
allowing non members of your family to see living
relatives) or private. You are able to invite family
members to come on line and Edit, contribute or just
be a guest on your site. (I only give the very trusted
few editorial rights)
One still needs to be wary of people who have extensive family trees on line. I followed the descendency
of one of my ancestors through a certain line and
found 12 trees! 9 of those 12 had a lady marry a man
who died 400 yrs before she was born. I wrote to a
couple of them, asking how they came to this conclusion and only one answered. Another had picked
up one of my family branches in Melbourne and
dumped them all into an American family. When I
questioned this man he asked me if I wanted all his
information, I had to let him know that it was my
family with no American links, and he needed to
delete my branch from his tree.
This exercise has also made me realize just how
much information I have. Putting this exercise into
action in May of this year I have barely started. It is
also a good chance to pick up on my mistakes as
well.
Carmel Reynen
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avid/ aZLthote/ QQQ...

COUACVW
We all know what a first cousin is, but what is a second cousin and third cousin and a cousin once, twice
or three times removed.
In our family relationships, we are related to one and
another by blood, (through birth), by marriage or by
adoption.
Our first cousin is the child of our aunt or uncle.
A child of out first cousin is our first cousin one removed.
A child of ours and a child of out first cousin are second cousins to each other.
A child of our second cousin is out second cousin
once removed.
And variations— for example, our father's first
cousin is our first cousin once removed also.
Other ways to think of i t :
Children of first cousins are second cousins to each
other.
Children of second cousins are third cousins to each
other.
And so on...
Or:
First cousins have grandparents in common.
Second cousins have great-grandparents in common.
Third cousins have great-great-grandparents in common.
And so on...

If we double the number of ancestors in each generation, 2 parents, 4 grandparents etc.
Starting with the parent of a child born today and
making an assumption of 25 years for a generation:
12 generations (300 years back to year
yield 4,096 ancestors.
16 generations (400 years back to year
yield 65,536 ancestors.
20 generations (500 years back to year
yield 1,048,576 ancestors.
24 generations (600 years back to year
yield 16,777,216 ancestors.

Requisitions - July-October 2009
Smythedale General Cemetery - book & C D
Full index of burials and photos of graves and headstones
Pocket Book - Moorabool-Bacchus Marsh Districts
- book Directory
The Green tin Trunk - book
Born in the English Colony of New South Wales
1788-1800-book
Rat Catcher Reflections - book
Down the Track - book

From Ancestry.com website
• The word "pedigree" comes from the Latin for
"foot of the crane," for the resemblance of a crane's
foot to the lines of succession on a genealogical chart.
• Anthropologists claim that everyone on earth is a
40th cousin. In other words, any two people can find
at least one common ancestor that has lived since the
year 800 A . D .

1700) would

Slog*

1600) would

The latest from the History Victoria Support Group
is the advertising of local blogs (short for web log)
and may hold some interest for some of our readers.

1500) would
1400) would

The population of England in 1570 has been estimated as about 4 million.
The results become more improbable the further
back one goes.
It is estimated that 2-3% of all marriages in England
were between first cousins and 80% between second
cousins. This does not happen often nowadays. This
invalidates the above theory.
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WhatCynew CtvLCbrouy

Mechanics Institutes of Victoria Inc Link U R L :
http://mechvic.blogspot.com/ Link Description: Discussion of subjects relating to Victoria's many mechanics' institutes.
Noojee Historical Society Link U R L :
http://noojeehistoricalsociety.spaces.live.com/blog/
Link Description: Interests: any historical information related to Noojee and the surrounding areas.
Collingwood Historical Society Link U R L : http://
collingwoodhs.blogspot.com/
Link Description: A blog about the history of the
former Melbourne municipality of Collingwood.
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Blogs cont:
Cataloguing Guidelines for Historical Societies Link
U R L : http://hscatguide.blogspot.com/ Link Description: The guide aims to provide information to help
societies choose databases for cataloguing their collections as well as information about cataloguing
items in their collections.
Information technology and local history Link U R L :
http://itlochist.blogspot.com/ Link Description: The
aim of this blog is to record how IT is used (or can
be used) in local history collections in Victoria. Information posted will relate to specific projects and
topics but will not necessarily be a definitive guide.
Link U R L : http://charter4fortuna.blogspot.com/
Link Description: With the impending sale of
Bendigo's iconic Fortuna Villa and surrounding
grounds, the Villa Fortuna Action Group has developed the Fortuna Charter to encourage discussion on
this vital matter among all Australians as well as the
people of Bendigo.
Old Gippstown Object of the Week Link U R L :
http://gippslandheritagepark.blogspot.com/
Link Description: Some of the many objects at Old
Gippstown, Moe. We are in Gippsland, Victoria,
Australia, with a collection of over forty buildings,
most relocated from elsewhere.
Old Gippstown Cataloguers
http://gipps-heritage-park-cataloguers.blogspot.com/
http://stratfordhs.blogspot.com/ Link Description:
News from the Stratford Historical Society and Museum, in Stratford, Gippsland, Victoria.
Link Name: Yackandandah Museum
Link U R L :
http://yackandandahmuseum.wordpress.com/
Link Description: On this blog you will you will find
information and images relevant to our historic
buildings, current and anticipated exhibitions,
events, education programs, research opportunities,
publications and sale items.
Link Name: Emeral Museum and Nobelius Heritage
Park Link U R L : http://
emeraldmuseum.blogspot.com/
Link Description: This blogs supports the history,
activities, events, publications and holdings of Emerald Museum.
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Visit the Ballarat Genealogy website:www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au
Webmaster:- Daryl Povey
Email:-

povey@sebas.vic.edu.au

SEARCH LIST & INDEXES
Dave Evans Mining Accidents Index
The Surnames List.
Ballarat School of Mines Entrance Book 1910-1914.
St Augustine's Orphanage — Geelong Admissions and
Discharges 1856-1878.
MESSAGE BOARDS
Australian (Ancestry.com)
FamilyHistory.com
GenForum
Roots Web Email Lists
School Friends
ADVICE / INFORMATION
Anti-Virus Info
Ballarat Research
Book Sellers
Convict Research
Digitisation Projects
Email Lists
Finding Names
Military Research
Norfolk Island
Shipping & Passengers
Writing a Family History

R E S E A R C H ENQUIRIES
$20 PER HOUR — non members
$10 PER HOUR — Members
Research enquiries may be forwarded to the
Society's Research Officer C/O our Postal
Address or researchballarat@hotmail.com
Please include sufficient relevant details.

Ancestry.com is now available on the Library
computer
Bookings are required and should be made at the
Library desk

Page 13

Welcome/to-

Beverley K E N D A L L and Roger P H I L L O of
Ballarat East;
Leonie S E J D E L and John W A D D E L L of M t .
Beckworth;
Leslie A L L E N of Warrenheip;
Wendy G A N L Y of M t . Clear;
Peter B R O W N of Cardigan Village;
Frederick M A R S H of Wendouree;
Thomas J O N E S of Woolooga, Queensland;
Gwendra D W Y E R of Browns Plains,
Queensland;
Adrian and Dale I N G L E B Y of Otford, N S W ;
Barbara E A R D Y and Heather D A V I S of Wendouree;
Norma H O W J E of Ballarat;
Roger O ' C O N N O R of Ballarat.

MEMBERS ONLY
Microfiche and Reader available to borrow.
- Vic. B D M ' s
- Vic Pioneer Index
- Ballarat Old & New Cemeteries
- Consolidated Cemeteries (Ballarat District)
- Ballarat Base Hospital Admissions
- Consolidated Schools (Ballarat District)

Ballarat East Petty Sessions
Series VPRS 290/P
Part 1, 1858-1889.
Price is A U S $35 plus $5 postage & handling.
Set of 15 fiche, approx 55,000 names.
Part 11, 1890-1921.
Set of fiche, containing 70,000 names
Price is A U S $45 plus $5 postage & handling.

from/the^ Library
Use of Society computers
These computers, which are in
the Australiana Room of the
Library, are not to be used for
personal use such as accessing
your own emails.
They are to be used for research purposes
only.

Members are entitled to 1 free entry per year.
Please quote Membership Number.
Member additional queries and Non Member
queries may be submitted at a cost of $10.00 per
entry. This will cover a query of up to 140 words in
length. (Approx 13 x A4 lines of print)
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Ballarat and District Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 1809.
Ballarat Mail Centre
Vic 3354

BaUarovt PeciUony 1860-1866
Copies of the C D of Ballarat Petitions 1860-1866
VPRS 2500/P0
ISBN 978-0-9751359-2-1,
are available from
Ballarat & District Genealogical Society Inc.
PO Box 1809 Ballarat Mail Centre,
Victoria, Australia 3354
Price per C D including GST is $30 plus $5.00 for
postage and packaging.
Email enquiries to researchballarat@hotmail.com
MEMBERS ONLY
Available to borrow :Audio Tapes of Guest Speakers talks.
Contact Janette McGillivray
garnet99@bigpond.com
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BaUctrat Cemeteries CD

CEMETERY TOURS
Ballarat and District Genealogical Society Inc

Included on the C D are current maps of the Ballarat
Old and New Cemeteries showing location of the
various sections.
A total in the order of 30,000 of records will now
be accessible in a searchable database available on
C D - R O M including 70,000 for the Ballarat New
Cemetery (1867-2005) plus headstone transcriptions
and 25,000 cremations for the Ballarat Crematorium
(1958-2005).

BALLARAT OLD CEMETERY
(Cnr Creswick Road & Macarthur Street)
1 and 2 hour tours available.
Eureka graves tour.
Jewish section tour.
1 hour Sunday afternoon tour requires a
booking at the Information Centre.

Enquiries to:http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/ballaratcemeteries-cd.htm
Orders for the Ballarat Cemeteries Index C D
can be made with payment of $49 plus $6
postage and packaging to:Ballarat & District Genealogical Society, PO Box
1809 Ballarat Mail Centre, Victoria 3354.
OR
The Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc, Level
B l , 257 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000

BALLARAT NEW CEMETERY
(Cnr Lydiard & Norman Streets)
1 and 2 hour tours available .
Tours are conducted:1. During the Ballarat Begonia Festival.
2. O n request for community or school groups.
3. During Eureka week i n December.
Tours are conducted throughout the year but
preferably not during the winter months.
Entry
Adults $10.00
Concession and Children $7.00

For a modest donation the B & D G S research team
would take digital photos of headstones on request.
Enquiries to researchballarat@hotmail.com
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au

Enquiries: Neva Dunstan - phone 5330 7005
Planning a visit to Ballarat to make use of
our Research Library?
Do you think you may need help with or advice
about using our material and equipment?
Please contact our Librarian in advance so that
arrangements can be made to have one of our
members available to help you on the day of your
visit.
CONTACT
Betty Slater - researchballarat@hotmail.com
or
PO Box 1809, Ballarat Mail Centre, Victoria 3354

A Reminder to members that they are required to
show their membership card in the Library to obtain
access to the Society's computer/CDs and the
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Ballarat Divorces
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au
An index to divorces
housed at
PROV - Ballarat Archives Centre
Index created by BDGS volunteers

Visit the Ballarat Genealogy website:Webmaster: - Daryl Povey
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www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au

E M A I L : - povey @ ncable.net.au
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