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Editors Note
I do hope you are all well and settled into the New
Year; 2020 has started oﬀ dramatically with ﬁre
and then ﬂoods and now a virus. This makes me
wonder what you are doing to protect your family
history from the elements?
People get a bit wrapped up in not wanting to put
their tree etc on line as this is their work and their
family. However family can be spread far and wide,
as I have now discovered via DNA and they should
be able to share your work. Particularly
photographs of ancestors etc.
I have most of mine on Ancestry, and a lot in the
Cloud. At least if a ﬁre comes through I have them
backed up to a place the ﬁre, or ﬂoods for that
matter, cannot get to them. I do like the hard copy
but sometimes we have to face reality and think
about what can happen.
I did ask a family member once if they had photos
from their parents and grandparents but all they
could say was it as all destroyed when their house
burned down. The more we can share this
information the more likely we are to be able to
retrieve it after a disaster.
Also Wiki Tree now has an online tree where there
is only one tree, so if you enter someone and
another has that same person you can merge into
the one tree. No duplications, the negative is that if
you have diﬀerent information others can change
it, However they do ask for sources and
permissions to change. It is free.
Ancestry also allow you to have a free tree. It is
their records that you pay for. If you put up photos
etc you do not have to pay to access them.
The Society has gone through many changes this
year including meeting rooms and where our
collection is now housed. There has been a lot of
work put in by a lot of people to have this go as
smoothly as possible. We are still having issues and
hope to work through these.
Ballarat Link

One thing we are trying to get organised is the
updated website so members will be able to access
records without having to leave home. This will be
an incentive to join on line and create an account
so this can happen. It will also help with the
distribution of LINK.
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2020 MEETING DATES
Tuesday 24th March PLEASE NOTE
Under the present Health Crisis, the committee has
decided that the March Meeting will be cancelled.
Please look out on Facebook or the website in
regard to the April Meeting.
Tuesday 28th April - Professor Kier Reeves from
Federation University will speak about the history
of the goldﬁelds and the preservation of mining
heritage. Keir is the current historian member on
the Public Records Advisory Council (PRAC) for the
Public Records Oﬃ ce of Victoria (PROV).
Tuesday 25th August - AGM
Tuesday 24th November - Breakup and quiz
Please check the web site and the Society’s
Facebook pages for further subjects to be
discussed at meetings. Also the committee is
always open to suggestions.

Disclaimer
The Ballarat and District Genealogical Society
Inc. does not hold itself responsible for the
accuracy of statements or opinions expressed by
authors of articles published
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President’s Report
The February meeting was the ﬁrst held in the Ballarat North Community Centre, 702 Walker Street
North, Ballarat North. At this moment, it is anticipated that this arrangement will continue until
November this year.
In the weeks prior to the ﬁnal meeting at the Public Library Meeting room, two teams of members
had cleared the Society’s remaining equipment and chattels from the Australiana Reference room. In
part, this included surplus microﬁche readers, other electrical equipment and cabling, old guide books
to microﬁche as well as miscellany stored in the cupboards under the display cabinet. Library staﬀ
had kindly collected and placed the items on the bench. This facilitated the removal process. Much of
this material has been placed in storage. Appreciation is expressed to those members who have
oﬀered such important assistance for the removal, transporting and storage.
Materials – banners, electrical equipment - usually associated with the conduct of ordinary meetings
were removed and after short term storage will be transferred to the Community Centre. Additional
material from the cupboard, that included the master CDs, kit used for external displays has also
been placed in member storage. Thank you to all those who have helped with this process.
The removal timetable, enabled the steps to avoid the increasingly busy days that precede the
Christmas and holiday period.
The contribution of the Public Library staﬀ who provided trolleys and the shortest pathway to the
transport bay was of signiﬁcant assistance. This was greatly appreciated.
Regular discussions between the Society and Mr Anthony Camm of Ballarat Research Hub at Eureka
Centre (BRHEC), Manager, continue to explore, explain and aﬃrm understandings about public use of
a modern, genealogical collection.
The importance of members and public continuing to visit BRHEC at 104 Stawell Street South, Ballarat
East, cannot be stressed enough. That is the formal street address of the Eureka Centre. Some may
ﬁnd it convenient to enter on foot from Rodier Street and come around to the eastern entrance to
the building. This location holds the Society’s collection, the Australiana Reference collection and the
Public Record Oﬃce Victoria and the Joan Hunt Reading Room.
Additional steps to introduce the Joan Hunt collection into the Society’s library holdings commenced
in January. This material will form a most signiﬁcant expansion of the scope of the library holdings.
With the objective of restoring targeted tours of Ballarat Cemeteries, the Society has taken steps to
explore the market.
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Edition 204 February, 2020

link@bdgs.org,au

BALLARAT LINK

Page 5

The Society has entered the next phase in the project to bring more of the collection online through
a member-only access to the relevant parts of the website. This addition will bring members 24
hours a day access to new parts of the collection. The committee believed this was a vital addition to
member beneﬁts. That project is associated with a simultaneous program to re-develop the website,
that had been established in 2014, to accommodate current technology and improve overall
functionality. Both projects will be paid from Society funds.

Public Record Oﬃce North Melbourne

There will be only ONE delivery of records at 10.30am on
Mondays to Fridays. Up to eight items per reader may
be ordered for a delivery.
There will be NO delivery on SATURDAY. Accordingly
orders for that day must be lodged prior to 8am on the
FRIDAY.
World War One monuments - Topographical mapping
A topographical mapping of the faces of the 46 Anzac
monuments scattered across Victoria has received funds
from Regional Arts Victoria and a further grant through the Soldiers Memorial Institute Military
Museum of Bendigo. The later funding is part of a State government $1.4 million grant scheme
that will fund eighty-four projects to support veterans.
PROV North Melbourne

The study’s interest is in 40 marble and 6 bronze sculptures. Shortly after the end of the then
Great War (now World War 1), many realised that the bodies of the deceased would not be
returned to Australia. This coincided with communities beginning to raise local funds to erect these
monuments. There was no government support. Most monuments were dedicated between 1920
and 1923. From a distance these sculptures appear to be uniform but the faces reveal that many
are unique. Clayton Tremlett of Castlemaine will conduct the study that leads to exhibitions across
various regional art galleries. Information is at www.claytontremlett.com.au [Bendigo Advertiser
Weekender 23rd November 2019 pp. 27, 30-31]
Uploading of Digitised ‘rate’ records to 1930 held in the Ballarat Repository
A recent Public Record Oﬃce Victoria (PROV) project with Family Search copied the following – all or
nearly all – rate records held in the Ballarat repository. However, this not does mean that all
records in some of those series have been copied. Only records to 1930 were copied.
PROV’s new website should distinguish between copied and not-copied volumes with the ‘online’
tag in the ‘location’ menu.
The list conﬁrms that records from a number of locations outside the traditional ‘Ballarat’ were
brought into the Ballarat repository. ‘VA’ indicates a ‘Victorian agency.’ Using the VA number is one
way of identifying further records that mat be lodged from that same agency.
See page 10 & 11
Ballarat Link
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Dennis Charles Spielvogel
1953 - 2020

Dennis, the youngest of three brothers, was, from his childhood, invariably
known as ‘Spiv’ - a name used with respect by many friends across a diverse
section of Victoria.
Dennis died peacefully at St John of God Hospital, Ballarat, on Saturday 15th
February 2020. Late that day the extensive email systems began to spread the
news of his passing. Many had seen the lively and jocular man fade. His sparkle
and enthusiasm had sadly diminished over recent months.
Dennis took the photographs at the Society’s celebrations in 1993 and more
recently in 2018. For the latter he came out of retirement to help a friend and
Dennis Spielvogel
colleague, just one more time. Twice he spoke at meetings – once on
photography and lately on his investigative tour for Spielvogel ancestry.
History ran in his veins. Grandfather, Nathan, a leading member and President of Ballarat Historical Society,
had published signiﬁcant works and established the museum collection. That collection forms part of the
Gold Museum, where Dennis became a guide many decades later. At the time of his passing Dennis had been
President of Bungaree Historical Society for twenty-one years. As founding president, he strived to extend the
collection and recognise and record local knowledge.
Spielvogel Photography had been established by Dennis and Veronica, soon after he resigned from the
Education Department in 1993. A eulogy at Bungaree Community Centre dryly noted those were the days
when an optimist was the Victorian public servant who ironed ﬁve white shirts on Sunday evening. The
business specialised initially in photography of youth sporting teams, recognising a family’s pride in the
younger generation’s participation. The core evolved to photograph family reunions. Photography at school
reunions, such as Bendigo High School, were one of those remarkable events. Dennis always returned with a
new tale of someone whom he had met or an account he had heard. None would be more notable that the
one probably closest to his heart – Ballarat Teachers’ College’s class of 1971’s ﬁve year events - and his desire
that Federation University recognise the subsequent achievements of selected graduates. Some other years’
graduates yearned for someone with his ﬂare, drive and ability.
When a former lecturer found negatives of the student identiﬁcation photographs in Swan Hill, they were
forwarded to who else but Dennis, student 1670 (1971).
Dennis had to be reminded of his Saturday mornings in the RSL Boys’ Club in the early 1960s. Educated at
Macarthur Street Primary School and Ballarat High School, Dennis endured a few weeks in a public service
position in stores. That was enough for him to depart and join the Education Department, commence study
and graduate from the State College of Victoria (Ballarat). Dennis was appointed to Inglewood Higher
Elementary School. Later, he taught at Mount Wallace Primary School before entering the Audio-Visual
Education Centre at Ballarat and Ballarat School Support Centre. His ﬁnal appointment was Forest Street
Primary School.
Dennis was active in the Country Fire Authority at Bungaree, Friends of the Moorabool Reservoir, Friends of
Sovereign Hill. He was timekeeper for the Bungaree Football Club.
Our sympathy is extended to Veronica, Luke, James, Zachary and the extended family.
Ballarat Link
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BALLARAT HEIRLOOM FOUND IN PERTH
In November 2019 our Research Co-ordinator received an email
from Greg S in Perth, Western Australia. It attached were two
photographs and the following:
I have unearthed a Christening Cup engraved in the name of David
Buick Skewes born Feb 26, 1920. I found it stuck in an old ﬂower
pot, completely tarnished, two days ago at a house in the Perth
Suburb of Coolbellup.
The residents the house, my friend Barry, knows nothing about the
cup and can shed no light on how it came to be sitting in the old
pot.
If the Skewes family still resided in the Ballarat region, perhaps
there is a contact number or email address that I can use to
reunite the family with this heirloom.
Grateful for any light you can shed on this matter. I have attached
2 photos of the cup for your reference.
From there the Society put this onto their Facebook page with
great results. David Skewes was a well known Doctor in the
Ballarat Region and many people remembered him or his family.
But even better was that his daughter found the post and was
excited to announce this relationship.
The Christening Cup all cleaned
and polished.

When the Society advised that we had this in hand, with all the
responses, one was, “you have, it is me!, I am so excited!”

“This is my father’s!! He was in Perth doing his residency and loved Perth but came back to Ballarat when
his father found him a partnership at a doctor’s practice. I am the youngest, Christine and the only
member of the family living in Ballarat still.”

* Sloss House formed part of what is now known as Ballarat Health Services.
Ballarat Link
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This is a lovely photo of Dad when my eldest sister was
born in 1942, I believe they were living in South
Australia. Dad was a medical oﬃcer in the airforce and
mum was a nurse in the airforce. I don’t have a baby
photo of him, sorry. When dad graduated medical
school at Melbourne University he applied and was
successful to do his residency at the Royal Perth
Hospital. He loved Perth but his father wished for him to
return to Ballarat to set up practice and in those days
parents were very inﬂuential on decisions. The story of
the christening mug is as follows: I was at my brother’s
farm caretaking when my friend rang me from
Melbourne to say she had seen something on FB...a
Dr David Buick Skews M.D.
photo of a christening cup with the name and birth date
on it. She knew my father’s birth date even though she never met him. Her birthday is the same
date. She said it had to be dad. I checked it out and sure enough it was his! David Buick Skewes. I
was amazed, blown away! My siblings and I have discussed how the cup ended up in a ﬂower pot
in Perth and all we can think is that our deceased sister, Gillian must have had it while she lived
there for some years. She was robbed at one stage and they may have taken the cup along with
other things. Eventually it was found by a very kind man and his friend who ﬁnally found us and
the rest is history, as they say. I am so grateful to your organisation for going to the trouble of
ﬁnding us. I have passed on the cup to my brother, who has decided to give it to his grandson
William. William’s daddy died in November last year aged 48. In his daddy’s family the name Buick
was also frequently used. It must be a Cornish thing as we have Cornish heritage too.
In an obituary for Dr John Garland Giﬃths It was stated that his father, William Raymond Dudley
Griﬃths, mother, Mary Alfreda Skewes, and brother, Bruce, were also doctors. Mary’s brother,
David Buick Skewes, was also a surgeon (attended Scotch 1923–27; died 18 March 1989). So a
whole family of medics who were all well known in the Ballarat Area.
During the Second World War, with many doctors away on active service, those who remained
performing civilian service found that co-operation was essential and realised the value of being
able to work together. Consequently after the war the idea of partnership and group practice was
much more recognised than before.

*Dr. W.A. Sloss and Dr. W.R. Griﬃths had been in partnership since 1929 and in 1946 they, with

Dr. W.A. Pryor and Dr. E.R.G. Sheil considered the possibility of forming a joint group practice.
Dr. D.B. Skewes, Dr. Griﬃths’ brother-in-law and recently discharged from the R.A.A.F., and Dr.
W.L. Sloss, son of Dr. W.A. Sloss, recently discharged from the A.I.F., were asked to join, and
accepted as partners. The Ballarat Group Practice commenced operation on the 1st August 1946.
Although the eventual plan was to have a central building as a clinic for the Group, the partners
initially conducted their practices from their own surgeries; 710 Sturt St, 706 Sturt St, 125 Victoria
St. and 425 Sturt St.
*https://www.ballaratgrouppractice.com.au/about
Ballarat Link
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REMEMBERING OUR NURSES

Catherine King M.P.

Thank you to Amanda and Judy for travelling from Melbourne today to
participate in the Memorial Service for Ballarat nursing sisters who serviced
in WW1. Almost 6o are remembered with trees in the Avenue of Honour.
Amanda and Judy laid a most beautiful wreath in memory of their
grandmother, Priscilla Wardle. The message in their card, on behalf of other
relatives, was most moving. The acknowledged the bravery and courage of
nurses who served and gave their lives. However this date, the 16th of
February was chosen because it was the 78th anniversary of the shooting of
21 Australian nurses in the Bank Island Massacre in WW2. The tragic story of
‘Beth’ Cuthbertson was told by Beth Charles. (16 February, 2020)
Jennifer Burrell

Gary Snowden, Trina Jones and Amanda Coralan and Judy, Granddaughters of ‘Sr Pricilla Isabel Wardle

Nurses names and their
Tree Numbers
ALLENDER Leonora 2908
ANDERSON Margaret 3705
ARCHIBALD Chrissy 2904
BELL Sarah
965
BENNETT Gladys C. 976
BOLTON May
956
CANNON Lillian
980
CHERRY Pauline
975
CURNOW Isabel
990
Davidson Ethel I
959
DORRINGTON Annie 2902
DOUGLAS Rose
970
DUNN Tessa
968
FURNESS Dorothea 983
GRIBBLE Sylvia
966
HOWARTH Laura
996
HALL Alice M
2905
ION Bella
2907
Ballarat Link

JUST Ruby
962
KEANE Nellie A
985
KILLEEN Mary
992
KNIGHT Ethel M
989
LARKAN Gladys M 982
LEE-BROWN Annie B 961
LEE-BROWN Olive 2910
LEITCH Nelila
974
LLEWELLYN DAISY M 978
MACDONALD Lisette 997
MACKENZIE lily
967
MATTHEWS May
998
MCGRECOR Laurie 1000
MCLEOD Effie
991
MEDWELL Rebecca 2906
MITCHELL Mary M 995
MORROW Mary
981
MUNRO Gertrude E 977+
PEADY Inez
986
PEADY Beatrice
957
PRATT Rachael MM 993
Edition 204 February, 2020

QUARTERMAN Rosa 954
REEVES Jessie
994
ROBERTS Annie
963
RODGER Leonie
972
RODGER Margaret 2912
SEMMENS Stella
979
SERJEANT Annie
969
SHADFORTH Annie 969
SLATER Muriel
988
THOMAS Jane
999
THOMPSON Bessie 984
VINES Florence
960
WALLACE Bertha
955
WARDLE Priscilla
958
WESCOTT Annie M 971
WHIDBURN, Leila
987
(Lila)
WILLIAMS blodwyn 964 +
WW2
CUTHBERTSON Beth+
Cont page 12
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Agency

Description

VPRS

Consignment / Units

Ararat I (VA 2375)

Rate records

12992

P1: 1
P2: 1-16
P3: 1-24

Ararat II (VA 2376)

Rate and valuation records

15206

P1: 1-46

ditto

Valuation books

15277

P1: 1-13

Avoca II (VA 536)

Rate records

12301

P1: 1-53

ditto

Valuation books – North Riding

568

P0: 1-6

ditto

Valuation books – South Riding

3221

P0: 1-3

ditto

Valuation books – West Riding

3220

P0:1-5

Bacchus Marsh and
Maddingley (VA 4407)

Rate records

13037

P1: 1-16

Ballaarat (VA 478)

General rate books

7243

P1: 1-132
P2: 1-6

ditto

Rate assessment books

7260

P1: 1-7
P2: 1-6

ditto

Rate payment ledgers

7263

P1: 1-7
P2: 1-29

ditto

Rate valuation books

7265

P1: 1-77
P2: 1-9
P3: 1-3

ditto

Special rate books

7298

P1: 1-28
P2: 1

ditto

Special rate payment ledgers

7300

P1: 1-2

Ballaarat East (VA 706)

General rate books

7258

P1: 1- 49

ditto

Rate payment ledgers

7266

P1: 1-8
P2: 1
P3: 1-3

ditto

Rate valuation books

7299

P1: 1-8
P2: 1-3

Ballan (VA 967)

Rate books

5557

P0: 1-45

ditto

Valuation books

5563

P0: 1-16

Ballarat I (VA 2380)

Rate books

13004

P1: 1-34

Borung (VA 4698)

see Warracknabeal (VA 2528)
below

Brown’s and Scarsdale
(VA 2670)

Rate book

6913

P1: 1

Bungaree (VA 2398)

Rate books

16688

P1: 1-8

Ballarat Link
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Buninyong I (VA 2399)

Rate books

13490

P1: 1-34
P2: 1-36

Cohuna (VA 2407)

Rate books

7181

P1: 1-25

Creswick I (VA 657)

Valuation books

3760

P0: 1-3

Creswick II (VA 658)

Rate certificate books

3804

P0: 1

ditto

Rate collector’s and Inspector’s
Report books

3799

P0: 1-2

Daylesford (VA 4296)

Rate and valuation records

12787

P1: 1-13

Dunmunkle (VA 2424)

Rate books

13787

P1: 1-43

Glenlyon (VA 4711)

Rate records

14625

P1: 1

Grenville (VA 2436)

Rate books

5974

P1: 1-33

Heathcote I (VA 2688)

Rate cash books

7007

P1: 1-2

Heathcote Waterworks
Trust (VA 2098)

Rate books

7217

P1: 1-10

Karkarooc (VA 2445)

Rate books

13822

P1: 1-33

Lexton (VA 2457)

Rate records

12311

P1: 1-27

Linton to Skipton Railway Rate books
Construction Trust (VA
2681)

7229

P1: 1-2

McIvor (VA 2460)

Rate collector’s report book –
Costerfield sanitary fees

7093

R1: 1

ditto

Rate collector’s report books –
sanitary fees

7098

R1: 1-2

Maryborough (VA 2465)

Rate books

11153

P1: 1-60

Mount Franklin (VA 4712) Rate records

14621

P1: 1

Ripon (VA 2496)

Rate records

12321

P1: 1-42

Sebastopol (VA 742)

Rates and Sanitary cash books

2538

P0: 1

ditto

Rates cash book

2539

P0: 1

Smythesdale II (VA 708)

Rate book

6916

P1: 1

Stawell II (VA 556)

Rate and valuation books

3528

U0: 1-12

ditto

Rate collector’s report books

1233

P0: 1

Stawell Water Supply
District (VA 558)

Rate books

1106

P0: 1-26

Warracknabeal (VA 2528)
– also see Borung (VA
4698)

Rate books

14470

P0: 1-35
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Research
research@bdgs.org.au
BRISTOW- We are visiting Ballarat for on week and I
would like to ﬁnd the address of my great
grandparents. Their names were Charles BRISTOW,
AND MARY (nee NUGENT). They lived in Warrenheip
in the later part of 1800s, moving to Melbourne early
1900s. He worked on the railways. My grandmother,
then Annie BRISTOW went to Warrenheip primary
School. She was born late 1890s. I dno not have
much more information. Could I come to your room
any time this week to see if I can ﬁnd out anything
more about them?
BURT/T- Do you have any information about John
Burt on the ship ELIZA AND ELLA from San Francisco
which arrived in Sydney in 1860? Also on the ship
URARA from Sydney arriving Melbourne 8/11/1863? I
think they spent his name BUNT instead of BURT.
Do you have any old photos of these ships? I would
Like to know how long John BURT stayed in
Melbourne and was he working and living at that
time?
HYNES John - I came across your site when I was
researching John HYNES the ﬁrst Goldminer killed at
The Eureka Stockade. I was delighted to see a copy
his letter home to his brother on your website. John is
my ﬁrst cousin four times removed. John’s
grandmother is a direct ancestor of mine. This is
conﬁrmed by DNA. I was wondering what happened
to John’s children after he was killed at Eureka.
TEMBY William and Margaret ) Thompson)- had the
Tam O’Shanter Hotel in Creswick Road from
1882-1893. These are my husband’s great
grandparents. William TEMBY (1830 -1893) and his 18
month old daughter, Margaret (1881-1883) died in
Ballarat. Where would I ﬁnd the correct details of
where to ﬁnd their graves? We are visiting Ballarat
and surrounds from from Perth, WA, in early
December to follow up on family History during the
gold rush days.

Ballarat Link

“Priscilla wearing the Grey and the Scarlett”

Priscilla Isabel WARDLE born 1885 Ballarat, died
1967 aged 82 at Heidelberg d/o Henry Thomas
WARDLE and Isabella ALLEN – WW1 nursing sister
who is memorialised on the Ballarat Hospital Honour
Board and in the Avenue of Honour, Tree No 958. Her
brother, Robert Norman WARDLE, has Tree No 2930.
Priscilla’s nurse diary has been transcribed by Bob
Sleeman of Wagga, NSW, whose wife Kay is a grand
daughter of Priscilla. The transcription of the diary
and images of the original pages have been accepted
by the Ballarat & District Genealogical Society for
electronic publication on our website. Memorabilia
belonging to Priscilla (aka Pearl) such as her original
Ballarat Hospital Qualiﬁcation from 1908 leather
bound with gold embossing and seal, a presentation
case with medals and lots of photos etc. have been
assembled for sharing, perhaps with the museum at
the hospital. Her family homes, ‘Waverley’ and
‘Rheola’ still stand at 215 and 16 Dawson street
respectively.
This article is part of Remembering our Nurses
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WARD Gordon Henry James b: 12 May
1911, d: 25 Sep 1982 and Ivy May PERRIN b:
12 Mar 1912 d: 11 Dec 1993. I have been
trying to obtain my grandparents marriage
without avail. Their marriage date was 23
March 1933 at the Ballarat Registry Oﬃce. The
BDM oﬃce has no records. What do you
suggest?

CRAY John born October 1821 in London
England, died 4th January 1888 Ballarat,
Victoria, and his wife Mary MORGAN /
HOLEHOUSE / Cray born 1821 Newport, Wales
died 19th July 1885 Broomﬁeld, Talbot
Victoria. Both were transported to Tasmania
to serve 10 and 7 year sentences respectively.
They married in Hobart on 16 February 1849.
In approximately 1851 they received their free
certiﬁcate and the next available information
in that they were running a brothel in East
Ballarat. Can you tell me more about their life
in Ballarat?

McIVOR Irene – My mother went to
Humﬀray Street State School in the 1930s. She
is now deceased. If possible I would like a copy
of her school record. Her brothers, Malcolm
and Keith, may have gone there as well

OGRADY Michael b Ireland 1835?, died
Geelong 18/11/1910. He was Vice President of
the Hibernian Australian Beneﬁt Catholic
Society in Ballarat. I was wanting photos and
information about him and his sister Mary
who married Timothy O FARRELL. He died
19/4/1915 and is buried in the Ballarat Old
Cemetery with his second wife.

DELANEY Cecilia - I would be pleased to

receive any information of CECILIA DELANEY,
firstly of the Stork Hotel, then Edinburgh
Castle, then ﬁnally the Carriers Arms. I am
interested to see if there are any photos of her
or her family at the hotels. She died in Ballarat
June 1936.
Ballarat Link
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DREW Frank Henry (my great grandfather)
aged 81, Tailor of Skipton St, Ballarat was
buried at the Ballarat New Cemetery on 26
January 1971. He was involved with the Fire
Brigade, the Ballarat Opera company, the
Hotel in Gordon and as a Shopkeeper. I have
done quite a lot of research but have more to
learn about him and my other predecessors
who lived and worked in Ballarat in the
1860-1880 period. I live in WA but am able to
spend a few days in Ballarat in late January to
do some research. Where could I do some
research?

EVANS John aged 26 and his cousin Daniel

EVANS aged 30, from Oldham in England,
sailed on the Lady Head and arrived in
Australia in August 1852. With John LEES they
discovered the Canadian nugget also known
as ‘The Leg of Mutton’, in January 1853. By July
1853 the ﬁnders were back in London where
the nugget was displayed. One of the cousins
went back to Australia and settled down with
a wife and children. I don't know whether it
was John or Daniel. Are you able to assist?

HEWLETT Charles and Mary Ann – lived in
Raglan Street Ballarat. Mary Ann was admitted
to hospital on 14 oct 1867 but not sure why
she was admitted by an A Marshall, not sure
who he was. Any more info would be
wonderful. Thanks for your help. I am happy
to pay whatever the research costs please let
me know what I owe.

McRAE Alexander McKenzie – ran school

at Glengower from 1866, buried at Brim
Cemetery. His son Alexander, born 1858 is my
GG father. If you have anything at all!

MYERS Isaac John and Kate - family store

owners in Ballarat from early days and were
forced to change from Myers to Myer. Around
1890-1920?
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PERKINS Lily Christina Waterhouse - b 14

Oct 1876 at Linton was my gg grandmother. She
was born out of wedlock to Mary PERKINS. Her
father George PERKINS was born 1825 in
Hampshire, England, and died 23 Feb 1895 at
Allendale. Her mother, Julia (nee LYNCH) (1836
Cork -1911 Ballarat) emigrated aboard the ship
‘Australia on 19 Sep 1853. Mary went on to
marry Albert SWANSON in 1896, and also had
several more children with John BUCHANAN . I
have had Ancestry DNA test with no luck in
regard to ﬁnding a Waterhouse DNA match for
the father of Lily so any help in ﬁnding sources
or hints would be greatly appreciated.

PONTAROLLO Constanzo and Giovanni
Pontarollo - arrived in Melbourne in Feb-June

1926 and listed an A. Pontarollo at 27 Victoria
Street, Ballarat East, as the destination to which
they were travelling. I wondered if there was
any archive available around the name
Pontarollo in Ballarat and any possible
descendants. There was also an Anna Maria
Pontarollo who went missing in Melbourne in
1956, but I do not know if she was a
descendant. Is it possible for an archive search
to be done in this regard?

VEREY Ebenezer – my gr grandfather and

Harry Reginald VEREY my grandfather. I am
trying to ﬁnd something about them. I believe
that the family was based in Ballarat. I was
wondering if you had any information regarding
this family.

WILLIAMS William Alfred born 1864 in

Cornwall, emigrated to Ballarat and married
Mary Ann QUARME in 1891. My brothers and I
are interested to know about whatever mining
activities William Alfred WILLIAMS was involved
in during the later years of 19th century, and
any other information about him which your
records may hold.

Ballarat Link
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WOODARD Eric Charles - retired clerk of

Mount Waverley died 7 Aug 1995. There is a
record for him in Probate and Administration
Files, Registrar of Probates, Supreme Court,
VPRS 28/P25 unit 330 item 1106118. PROV gave
you as a link for research assistance. Can you
tell me your fees, what services you provide and
what kind of time frame is involved?
MARCH SALE
VICTORIAN BIRTH DEATH & MARRIAGES

https://www.bdm.vic.gov.au/research-andfamily-history/search-your-family-history
To say 'thank you' to our valued family
historians, we are oﬀering downloadable
uncertiﬁed historical certiﬁcates for $20 each
for the entire month of March. This is a
saving of $4.50 per certiﬁcate.
Records of births, marriages and deaths can
provide unique insight into your family
history and identity.
When you come to pay for your certiﬁcate there
terms and conditions to read and acknowledge.
There is a tiny box when can be very hard to see on
the right of this. Until this is ticked you cannot
proceed with payment. A number of people have
been stuck on this page. Just tick the box.
One great tip that came up on Facebook, for
searching Trove is:
If your targeted person has a common name
pairing, add the surname of a son-in-law if their
name is rare.
I was frustrated at trying to ﬁnd Henry O’Brien and
was going back and forth with Trove and Ryerson
until, hang on I can add that son in law’s unusual
surname!
HINT: Least common surname, very common
surname, good search pairing!
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
This is Celebrated on the 8 March each year and
each year a new theme. This year was equality
which is something women have fought for
during many years now.
In genealogy and family history, more often it is
much harder to trace the lives of so many of our
women and we know they were the backbone of
our families and men.
One thing that was prominent was the ﬁght to
vote and have their say in the political ruling of
the state and country. Thousands of women
throughout Australia signed the Petition in 1891
asking for this right.
The petition gathered some 30,000 signatures in
Victoria and was tabled in Parliament in Sept
1891.
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/about/thehistory-of-parliament/womens-suﬀrage-petition

Mavis Jenkins Lavington NSW,
Margaret Baker Ballarat, Vic
Arthur Lewis Pakenham, Vic
Brenda Richmond California USA,
Barbara O’Shea Creswick, Vic
Robert McDonald- York Wheelers Hill, Vic
Carolyn Bickley
Janelle Coombes Lockwood South,
Jennifer McRae Albany WA,
Helen Conley Glen Iris, Vic
Lyndall McLeod Tocumwall NSW,
Robert Sleeman Kooringal NSW,
Judith Heard Dundowran QLD, Gillian Prentice
Ivanhoe East, David Simpson Wendouree, Vic
Glenda Parkinson Buninyong Vic
Members Only
The use of BDGS computers at the Eureka
Centre
The ability to borrow Society Books
info@bdgs.org.au or all 0467 241 352

FROM THE LIBRARY
Use of society computers located in the library
Eureka Centre are for research only and should not be
used for accessing your email.
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Now one of the State's archival treasures, the
Women's Suﬀrage Petition (1891) reﬂects the
dedicated work of those women, who went from
door to door across Victoria to collect the
signatures. Its tremendous length earned it the
name of the ‘Monster Petition'.
The original petition is approximately 260 metres
long and 200mm wide and is made of paper
pasted to cotton or linen fabric backing, rolled
onto a cardboard spindle which rests on a
Perspex stand. It takes three people three hours
to unroll the petition from one spool to another –
a slow and careful process. The approximate
30,000 signatures vary in quality and colour inks,
even pencil.
It was some time ago that the Ballarat & District
Genealogical Society began to take down the
details of women who signed the petition in the
Ballarat Region. Names were collected and
proﬁles created.
This can be seen and searched at https://
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/resources/womens-suﬀrage-petition
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If undelivered return to
Ballarat & District
Genealogical Society Inc.
P.O. Box 1809
Ballarat Mail Centre, 3354
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