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Bella GUERIN
In 1883 Bella received a Bachelor
Degree. The first woman in Australia
to reach this goal.
See page 5 for her story
What is L.S.S.S?

Do you know anything about this
house? Can you answer the
questions about this? We would
like to hear from you if you do.
See page Page 5 for more
information and help us out if you
can.
Ballarat & District Genealogical
Society often gets these requests,
so if you are able to assist the
Society is very grateful for any
information.
email: research@bdgs.org.au

James ODDIE photo, this photo
was donated to the society. It is
signed by him and shows a
number of notable people of the
area.
See page 8

Have you discovered the Repatriation Records at
National Archives Australia? Many of us have checked
out Army Records but this goes on to tell the story of
those who needed to be repatriated.
See page 10 for some of what you may find of
interest.
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From the Editor

If you have discovered something new and exciting

Welcome to 2018.
This year will celebrate 40 years of the Ballarat &
District Genealogical Society. We have come a very
long way since those beginnings in 1978. Research is
so very much easier and we can now ﬁnd things
which were barely possible back then.
The use of computers and the internet has created
interest for so many more as records are opened up
and published. Genealogy is a big business but our
ancestors are being bought back to life as we ﬁnd
facts about their lives and see the history they were
likely to have witnessed.
Wow, 40 years ago we did not even have microﬁche
and today it is practically non-existent, then we had
cds but now we have the cloud! Don’t panic, many
have not caught onto that yet.
Note there is a Seminar in March at the Library for
members to learn more about using Trove and Digger
BDM Indexes for Victoria. Please contact Carol on
0467 241 352 for more information.
Fiona Tonkin is the ﬁrst of the guest speakers for 2018
telling us about Ballarat streets named after women.
In this edition there is a story about Bella Guerin who
was the ﬁrst woman in Australia to receive a Bachelor
Degree. We have also received photographs of
interest, one is a signed photo of the 85th birthday
party for James Oddie.
Another is a house that we are trying to Identify.
Also we reveal what may be found in the Repatriation
Records of returned soldiers.
We have over 1000 people who watch our Facebook
page. So we try to put up some interesting items to
promote our society and what we do.
Remember too that our website has a great deal of
information about resources used for researching as
well as pages on the history of Ballarat and a timeline.
These provide a context for the life of our forebears.
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au
Ballarat Link 3
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and would like to share with others how you came
about this please send it to link@bdgs.org.au as
others may ﬁnd that not only is your story
interesting but they may ﬁnd information about
how they can do similar research.
So sit back and enjoy this edition of LINK.

Meetings for 2018
Please note there may be changes for a number of
reasons. Our Facebook page will alert you to these as
well.
Tuesday 27 February - Fiona Tonkin tells us about
Ballarat Streets named after women
Saturday 24 March - 9.30am-4.30pm all day
SEMINAR for members learning more about using
Trove and Digger BDM Indexes for Victoria.
Tuesday 27 March - Who Do You Think You Are?
Helen Mollison and Dr Joan Hunt talk about their
experience.
Tuesday 24 April - Judy Rochow, committee
member and Defence Dept employee, is
researching Colonial Military Volunteers and their
leaders.
Tuesday 22 May - TBA
Tuesday 26 June - Virginia Noonan - (author)
From Devon to Australia a C19th Narrative about
the Merriﬁeld Family
Tuesday 24 July - Dr Joan Hunt has extensive
experience with searching Victorian Land Records
which she will share with you.
Tuesday 28 August - AGM - Members' interests
Tuesday 25 September - Beth Kicinski Occupations from the past
Tuesday 23 October - TBA
Sunday 28 October - 40th Anniversary Luncheon
Ballarat Golf Club
Tuesday 27 November - Christmas Breakup Quiz
and supper

Disclaimer
The Ballarat and District Genealogical Society Inc. does
not hold itself responsible for the accuracy of statements or
opinions expressed by authors of articles published
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President’s Report
Ms Philippa O’Halloran from Public Record Oﬃce Victoria, was unfortunately unable to attend the
November ordinary meeting to address the members about the possible re-location of the Ballarat
Archives Centre (viz Ballarat Link…August 2017 for fuller detail). Instead, she visited the Ballarat
Search Room a few days later to speak with any individual members who approached her. When I
spoke with Philippa, a number of key issues emerged. This led to the oﬀer from PROV for the Society
to visit North Melbourne on a Saturday to have a tour of the behind the scenes including the
digitisation project and to learn more of the progress about the possible re-location of the Ballarat
facility. To meet some of the Society’s other commitments this tour might not take place until April
2018. Such a tour would enable members to conduct some of their own research. PROV North
Melbourne is open on the second and last Saturdays, public holiday weekends excepted.
It is understood that a business case for any of the options that are being considered for the relocation is being developed.
It is also understood that the digitisation of rate books at Ballarat is expected to cover the period
prior to 1930. Research calls on the rate books are a major function of the Ballarat Archives Centre.
To enable the next contribution to Trove the Memorandum of Understanding with the National
Library of Australia has been extended for another year. Accordingly, the Committee has outlined for
itself steps that are likely to ensure that the Society is in the best position to contribute to this project
in the longer term.
The Age (19th December 2017) published an obituary for Weston Bate (1924-2017) a highly
distinguished historian, who made signiﬁcant contributions to the development of local historical
research, invigorating local historical associations, museum practice and the publication of a new
style of local history. Lucky City (1978) and Life After gold (1993) which described and evaluated
Ballarat’s development, are but two of these works. A History of Brighton (1962) led to a second
edition in 1983. Weston pondered the reason several American academics sought him out at the
launch of the second edition. The book was noted for its expansive research, deep sense of place
and vivid writing, which encouraged many historians to see local history as valuable. It inspired the
growth of the local societies. A third edition was being contemplated in 2016.
Richard Broome, Emeritus Professor of History at La Trobe University, the author of the obituary,
recorded many signiﬁcant aspects, observations and evaluations of Weston’s life. Perhaps one of
these would not be out of order in this column. Richard Broome wrote that:Weston was a Victorian patriot and believed conservative pastoral Victoria was
revolutionised by the gold rushes into a democratic and liberal society that evolved
diﬀerently from New South Wales. Victoria produced Deakinite liberalism and
co-operative relations between master and man, while NSW produced class politics
Ballarat Link 4
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Public Record Oﬃce Victoria
It is understood that the absence of the Index to Inquests and the Victorian records – early church,
births, deaths and marriages as well as the events on ships - is based solely upon technological
incompatibility with the latest PROV website. Accordingly, at the moment the North Melbourne Search
room has the volumes to the names of inquests near the Records issue desk to assist researchers.
The Courier (Ballarat) 9th December 2017, noted the death of Helen Warne Dehn. Helen had been a

Victorian Births, Deaths & Marriages
Here is some great news for family historians.
The Index to Victorian Births, deaths and
marriages has been updated and you can now
search for marriages up to 1950. That’s 8 Years
additional marriages! Births have also been
extended by a year.
The index to Victorian births, deaths and
marriages now covers:
Births: 1853 - 1917
Marriages: 1853 - 1950
Deaths: 1853 - 1988
Church baptisms, marriages and burials in
Victoria : 1836 to 1853
Online search is at https://
online.justice.vic.gov.au/bdm/indexsearch.doj

BDGS RESEARCH ANNOUNCEMENTCommittee decision made in November 2017.
Introduction of a $40.00 donation to the Society
for all initial research enquiries from members
and non-members. All subsequent research time
will remain the same i.e. $40 per hour for nonmembers and half price for members ($20 per
hour).
Please understand that by the time we read a
new enquiry, many of which include several
questions, and check what resources will
probably yield results, usually an hour has gone
by. However, please be reassured that we do
always strive to be generous with the provision of
new information to help with family history
research. We are very sympathetic towards
people who are not able to undertake the
research themselves because they far away or
for any other reason. We appreciate that we
have all received help from others along the way
and do wish to continue the “sharing and caring”
culture common to genealogists that we have all
enjoyed.

ST AIDAN’S THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE- Bishopscourt. The card was written about 1904-1906 by a person
called F S Pearce. The photo on the front shows a new well-built brick house with corrugated Iron roof.
Comments: “This is a the cottage at L.S.S.S only much prettier now,” Which cottage is this and what is
L.S.S.S?
Ballarat Link 5
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Article in University of Melbourne Gazette,
Vol 39, No 2, May 1983, page 14.
from Winsome Menadue
“To Lead a Bright Crusade”: Bella Guerin M A, by Farley Kelly.
On 1 December 1883, Bella Guerin, the 25 year old daughter of
the Irish-born Chief Warden (later Governor) of Ballarat Goal,
received the degree of Bachelor of Arts from the University of
Melbourne. The only woman in the graduating group of 26,
she was the ﬁrst woman in Australia and one of the ﬁrst in the
British Empire to take out a degree.
Her achievement, and that of a fellow-student, Lydia Harris, who ﬁnished at the same
time but graduated a few months later, will be commemorated in a special ceremony late
this year, as part of the Woman Graduates’ Centenary celebrations of 1983.
‘Firsts’ in any ﬁeld do not necessarily make good studies in themselves, but Bella Guerin’s
story is of intrinsic interest. Interspersing a chequered teaching career with two
unconventional marriages and the raising of a son (who was himself an outstanding
medical graduate of the University of Melbourne) she publicly supported radical political
and feminist causes for many years.
It had emphatically not been the University’s aim, when it admitted women to all courses
but that of medicine in 1880, to turn out ‘strong-minded’ women critical of exiting social
institutions. Indeed, early women students, aware that their demeanour was scrutinized,
were most circumspect. The evolution of Bella Guerin’s radicalism was gradual, and no
fault could be found with her decorous bearing as a young woman.
Higher education for women during the later nineteenth century had been hesitantly
secured. In the phrase of one Oxford student, it was a case of ‘degrees by degrees’ as
ﬁrst, women’s intellectual capabilities and, next, their ability to survive study with their
reproductive functions unimpaired were questioned.
Have you courage Bella Guerin!
To lead a bright crusade
Against the Army of folly
Of vain and mean parade –
The bitter of others
For the mere excess of dress
The shameless and the wild endeavor
To surpass the worst excess ….
Ballarat Link 6
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In Victoria, girls could sit for matriculation after 1871 but could not sign the matriculation roll
and proceed with University studies until a decade of persistent lobbying by liberal educationists
in Council secured their admission in 1880. Thirteen women signed the matriculation roll in
1880-81;four entered as under-graduates in 1881 and two completed Arts courses in 1883.
Bella Guerin’s graduation was generally seen by the Press as a matter for colonial selfgratiﬁcation, a mark of progress and chivalry. The Bulletin, less gallant, hoped that her title
(misreported as MA) would soon be transformed into that best beﬁtting a woman, that of
MAMA.
Bella did take out an MA from the School of Languages and Logic in 1885. After teaching at a
leading convert she became ‘First Lady Principal’, taking preparatory University classes, at the
Ballarat School of Mines (which was brieﬂy aﬃliated to the University). She married an
octogenarian Sydney poet and civil servant, henry Halloran, and fulﬁlled the Bulletin’s hopes by
bearing a son in 1892. Widowed shortly afterwards, she returned to teaching from ﬁnancial
necessity; in all, she taught in Victoria for 30 years, chieﬂy in ﬁnancially precarious private
venture schools. A second marriage, when her son was 18, to the 21 year old George Lavender,
30 years her junior, was ill-fated.
She had always envisaged a social reform role for educated women: ‘a band of noble thoughtful
women as a powerful inﬂuence for good’, and worked consistently in the long-drawn-out
Victorian suﬀrage campaigns and the non-party feminist Women’s Political Association (WPA),
pleading the cause of working women.
Shortly before the First World War she left the WPA for the Labor Party and became a regular
speaker in labour and socialist circles, attracting ‘bumper houses’ to controversial lectures on the
hypocrisies of church and state, the rights of illegitimate children, and the alleged ’White Slave
Traﬃc’ in prostitution. To the question ‘Should Wives Obey?’ her satirical, not to mention her
logical, rejoinders were meat for men, and altogether delightful. In defence of English suﬀragette
militancy, abhorred by the Press and most women’s organisations, she explained the slashing of
Velasquez’s peerless Rokeby Venus as an attack on the concentration on women as purely
physical beings, valued for their bodies, not for their brain and spirit.
War was declared in 1914. While the hapless heroes of Gallipoli were being transformed into the
stuﬀ of legend, University students and graduates, among them several women doctors,
volunteered for war service. Red Cross fund raising, and indefatigable knitting in the Trench Sock
cause loomed large in the lives of the increased proportion of women on campus. To oppose the
war was to struggle hard against the patriotic tide.
Bella Lavender led the 1916 Labor Women’s Anti-Conscription League and spoke for
the remainder of the war to audiences in three states against militarism, the slavery of
conscription and wartime encroachments an civil liberties. For this she risked gaol.
Though she believed in the parliamentary system, she looked forward to a future in
which the linked evils of militarism and capitalism would have been swept away ant
the ‘dear Red Flag’ reign supreme. It is perhaps superﬂuous to note that the number
of pupils at her Brunswick and Parkville schools rapidly diminished. Her last years
were marked by bitter disagreements with Labor women over the Party’s treatment of
women within its ranks as ‘performing poodles or packhorses'.
Ballarat Link 7
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The Ballarat Star (Victoria: 1865 -1924) Thursday 1st April 1909 pg 4
A PIONEER CITIZEN
Mr JAMES ODDIE CELEBRATES HIS 85th BIRTHDAY
A unique gathering assembled at the residence of Mr James Oddie, Macarthur street, yesterday
afternoon, to congratulate him on his 85th birthday. Mr Oddie’s prominent identiﬁcation with
Ballarat is perhaps too well known by residents to necessitate an extended reference. By his
activity, enterprise, generosity, and foresight he has won an honored place in the estimation of
Ballarat residents, and more particularly those who remember his public career when he was in
the prime of life.
Mr Oddie arrived in Ballarat from Geelong in 1849, and on the 18th June, if he is still spared, he
will have resided here for 60 years. This circumstance is, in itself, a reasonable cause for pride, but
when such a span of years has been marked by a devotion to civic service and acts of
benevolence there is an additional reason why Mr Oddie should be proud.
Reposing in his house are mute but eloquent testimonies to his beneﬁcent work, When, in
December, 1886, he decided to take a trip to England the executives of the public institutions with
which he had been so prominently identiﬁed, took advantage of the occasion to give a permanent
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The gathering at his residence yesterday was in some respects a notable one. Among the venerable
grey beards assembled were Mr T. J. Wills, brother of.' the explorer Wills, who was associated with
Burke in the famous but tragic trip across Australia; Professor Mica Smith was also present, and
among-those who went to pay their tributes to the doyen of Ballarat municipal life were Crs
Brokenshire and Barker. Amongst others who were present were Messrs W. T. Humphreys, JP
(chairman of the Stock Exchange), Wm. Little, JP, W. Coltman, JP, J. T. Marsh, T. C. Coates, H.
Maddern, and a number of ladies. Messages of congratulation were received from the Mayors of
the City and Town on behalf of the respective councils, and the proceedings, which were enlivened
at intervals by the strains of the bagpipes, were punctuated with telephone messages of
congratulation.
Referring to the early days of the colony, Mr Oddie spoke of the discovery of gold, which, he said,
revolutionised everything. He did not think the tip-top men in Melbourne realised what gold had
done for the State. Professor Gregory, in the course of an article, had said that the gold produced
in the State had re-turned £500,000,000. They were talking about building a Dreadnought but that
£500,000,000 had done more for England than 50 or I00 Dreadnoughts could do. What had made
the British nation was its transit. The £500,000,000; to Britain had been the biggest thing that had
happened to her for the last 500 years. Yet the early pioneers had been told they were only rogues
and vagabonds. Did they ever hear of an industry being started by rogues and vagabonds?

This is an extract of a larger report in the Ballarat Star. You are able to read the full story at
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article217283896
or simply look up “James Oddie” 85th Birthday in the Trove search box.

Some of the guests, Man holding the post Thomas Christopher Coats, James Oddie, (centre) Mr Mica (left of the right post)

Ballarat Link 9
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REPATRIATION RECORDS
The last few years have had a focus on the First World War. It has given us the chance to remember family who
went to war with the belief of saving our country and making a better world for their descendants. There are
many stories of the men who gave the ultimate sacriﬁce some of these only boys. There were also the nurses
who more likely thought they were working safely in hospitals but many times were on the front line helping
the injured. We remember and honour them all.
I, like many, have many family members who went to war, and many who came home again. Often these men
were not injured physically but suﬀered the stresses of war and the nightmares of what they had witnessed.
Some were aﬀected for the remainder of their lives while others had problems later in life.
I have one who ended up living on the streets. He had a number of children who all ended up in either an
orphanage or with other family. I want to ﬁnd more on him.
I have recently become aware of Repatriation Records for return soldiers from both the Boer and First World
War.

Background to the repatriation system
https://www.snopes.com/facebook-military-emblems/ discharged from the AIF, rehabilitation and reestablishment into civilian life were the responsibility of the Repatriation Department. Servicemen and women
were eligible for pensions, medical treatment, disability beneﬁts, various training schemes and education for
themselves and their dependants.
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/a-z/repatriation-records.aspx
I did a search on a few of my family members and there are quite a few there. You can order the ﬁles on line, I
tried for the fellow I am wanting information on but was asked for $225 to have these digitised. However these
are available in Melbourne, so I am able to to go to see these records at the National Archives of Australia.
There is a counter in PROV North Melbourne. The records need to be ordered ahead as are PROV records.
I did however ﬁnd the records of another family member, Clarence James Royle, whom I was wanting more on;
had been digitised and were on line. There were two ﬁles, one had 121 pages and the other 224. I have been
trolling through these pages for the past two weeks and now have a wonderful insight into this man.
He went to war, served only a few months before coming down with pneumonia, mild at ﬁrst then severe, then
was sent home. On his return he applied to go to the Experimental Farm at Werribee, I believe this was to
educate the men to farm on Soldier Settlers allotments. I am not sure what he actually did or whether he
completed the course, which was to take two and half years.
I know he lived with his parents when he returned and never married. I was under the belief that he may have
suﬀered from post traumatic syndrome, hence living with his parents and never marrying. These records gave a
whole diﬀerent story.

Ballarat Link 10
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He was a Clerk, and the records show he worked for a company in Melbourne and how much he earned. When
he returned he was helping with his parents' business. He eventually purchased his own home.
As it turned out there was one statement in all of these 350 or so pages, which listed him as Single all the way
through, that he lived with his wife for 50 years, she had a stroke while out shopping one day and died a few
hours later.

I thought the statement rather odd,
lived with, not married to, for 50
years. All the electoral rolls had him
alone at all the addresses, however
these are listed under name, not
address. A Google search for his
name and home town found the
story of a lady and oh what a story
that was. She was the only female
photographer in Australia, who
would go out and capture events,
such as the 1939 bushﬁres etc. It
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/SearchScreens/
NameSearch.aspx

was nothing to ﬁnd her walking over a beam to get the shot she wanted and she worked for big newspapers.
The article also mentions that she never married, but had a close relationship with Clarrie Royle, and yes she is
living at the same addresses as Clarrie on the electoral rolls.
Poor old Clarrie was dependant on help by this time. He was almost blind, very deaf, suﬀered from
emphysema, rheumatoid arthritis, had fallen and broken limbs, one had a 'nail' put in which was working itself
out. He was not able to lift his arms to be even able to wash or dress himself. He had gone to live with his also
aged sister for a year but she had asked him to leave as she could no longer care for him. She was herself ill,
and was only in receipt of an old age pension and her husband a TB pension. (I had not heard of a pension for
TB suﬀerers before).
He had his own home but needed a carer but he did not have the money to pay for one.
This was a man who had suﬀered pleurisy as a six year old, and was now severely under weight, 7 1/2 stone,
was bedridden, and was begging for help to be cared for. He had never applied for beneﬁts before as they ran
their own business but this was now gone. Harry was reported to be improving while in hospital but suddenly
passed away one morning, unexpectedly. The records included a full autopsy report.
This is a snippet of what is in these records for Clarrie, but has opened up so much about the man and who he
was and how he lived. I found it very sad, and this can go on today. But if your relatives are listed in these
records it is worth making the eﬀort to try and get access to them.
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Obtaining certiﬁcates from UK General Register Oﬃce
www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certifates/default.asp
Search the GRO historical birth and death indexes and order Certiﬁcates/PDFs online.
PDF Extended Pilot
The GRO has been piloting a service from 12 October 2017 to provide portable document
format (PDF) copies of digitised historical birth and death records. The pilot will now run for a
minimum of nine months.
Applications for each PDF cost £6 (approx $10-$11 AUD), must be made online, and include a
GRO index reference. England and Wales records which are available as PDFs in this extended
pilot include:
Births: 1837 - 1917
Deaths: 1837 - 1957
These images are suﬃcient for family history records but not for oﬃcial purposes.
What you will need• One of the following valid credit or debit cards
• Visa, Mastercard
• Full name and postal address
• An email address
• Details of the registration event you are applying for - e.g. birth, death, marriage, civil
partnership or adoption.

•

If you are using the site for the ﬁrst time you will need to complete the registration process.
You will only need to go through this process the ﬁrst time you use the system. Searching these
online indexes is free.
Family Folklore - Fact or Fallacy? Written by
Amanda Larcombe.
Ballarat Link February 2008 - No. 156 page 4-6
http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/alldocuments/the-ballarat-link/13february-2008/ﬁle
Last week I stumbled across an article about
twins abandoned in diﬀerent places: Flinders
Street Station and St Kilda, on the night of
13th June 1883. They were named Victoria
Waterloo and Daisy Flinders. Unfortunately I
did not note the date of the article but it was
some years ago. I would like to contact the
author. Does anyone have her contact details?
Ballarat Link 12

MEADE (nee Cockerell) Lorraine Mary 24/12/1938 16.1.2018 Dearly loved wife and soul mate of Jack
(dec). Loved and loving Mother of 7children. Adored
Grandma & Ma of 23 Grand-children and 22.5
Great-grandchildren. As Long as life and memory
last You will live forever in our hearts You suffered
so much and told so few
You didn’t deserve what you went through.
Mum & Dad reunited and together forever
Ballarat Courier 20 -23 Jan 2018
In December 2016 Lorraine Meade and her
daughter Kristine Morgan donated their extensive
collection of microfiche to the Ballarat & District
Genealogical Society. Lorraine is fondly
remembered and BDGS members would like to
extend sincere condolences to her family.
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1945-2016 Courier Personal
Notices Index transcribed by
Marilyn Miller.
I have recently become a member of the BDGS, and
was interested to see that there is now available an
index of births, deaths and marriages from the
Courier. I am not able to come to Ballarat in the
near future, and wonder if it is possible for one of
the staﬀ there to locate my sister’s death notices.
She died on 18 May 2000 (name withheld).

Page 13
able to assist please provide me
with a preliminary estimate of cost
and I’ll formally commission the
research with you and make payment.
HOGAN Peter John (husband’s great grandfather’s
name) supposedly struck a claim in Ballarat. How
would I go about conﬁrming this from the USA?

RESEARCH

57 Grant St Sebastopol – I was trying to ﬁnd out if
a house we are thinking of buying is under “miner’s
rights”. I was hoping you could please help us or
steer us in the right direction.
ACHESON, MILLS, WEBSTER, BOLAM, BROWN –
Paternal Ancestry
McKINNON, GRANT, THORPE, LAWLER,
ANDERSON – Maternal Ancestry
There are several people on my pedigree chart that
I would like researched to identify their full names
and other details such as dates and places etc.
I am not a current member but would be willing to
join. Would a volunteer be able to research for
interstate members? If so, what would be the rate?
ANDERSEN Robert, jumped ship in Melbourne and
married Sarah Ann WRIGHT 17 Sep 1868 St Paul's
Anglican, Ballarat, and was buried 8 Aug 1896
Ballarat Old Cemetery after dying on the 5th at the
Ballarat Hospital. He was always noted as
Norwegian but I need an accurate birth date to
attempt a follow up in his birth country. I believe it
to be between 18 Sep 1832 and 12 Jul 1833.
ATHERDEN William Edward (1838-1934) – My 2x
great grandfather, aged 16, was the youngest to be
arrested at the Eureka Stockade. He married and
died in WA where I live. I will be staying in Ballarat
for six days in January. I would like to meet
someone at your centre to ﬁnd out more about
William.

HOLST - I would like to request a ‘lookup’ of an
entry in "Some Ballaarat Pioneers" by Robert Gay,
published February 1935. The name of interest is:
A. Holst. A scan of the entry would be greatly
appreciated!
JAMES family from Riverstown, County Sligo,
Ireland. Five siblings emigrated to Ballarat and
District. Annie m Edward JONES, Fany d Ballarat,
Hannah m John LATIMER, Sarah m MITCHELL,
STEVENS, John d 1882 in a mining accident.
Marriages certiﬁcates sought, copy of inquest,
missing bits to be ﬁlled in. To gain an
understanding of what life was like in Ballarat go to
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/ballarat-history
JAMES Louis was buried in the Fawkner Memorial
Cemetery in 1946 in plot #780. I have just
discovered that the headstone of a certain
Abraham SEGAL, who died in 1968 and should be
buried in plot #778 stands on plot #780. So I would
very much like to see a copy of Louis JAMES’s burial
record, which PROV advise me that they do hold –
series reference VPRS 16216 P1 Cremation and
Burial Books 1906-1981. Please can you tell me how
easy it would be for you to see and email me a copy
of the burial record? What cost might be involved?
JENKINS Thomas b 1836, lived Pyle, Bridgend,
South Wales. Arrived in Ballarat possibly in 1857 as
a gold miner and returned to Wales where he was
recorded with his parents David JENKINS and
Margaret (FABIAN) at Kenﬁg Hill, Pyle, Bridgend,
Glamorgan, on 31 Mar 1861 in UK Census, as aged
25, “Proprietor of a Gold Mine.” My father used to
talk about his grandfather having travelled to
Ballarat to prospect for gold and I have inherited an
Aboriginal shield and club from the period which he
brought back and which is further evidence that he
actually went there. I wondered if anyone would be
able to meet me during my visit to Ballarat in

COUGHLAN, PARLE and SPELESY land ﬁles for
Quambatook Parish, Glenorchy Township and
others. (References supplied for about 12). I live in
Qld and am seeking some assistance. I’ve
previously used your terriﬁc organisation for
research and it has been really helpful. If you are
Ballarat Link 13
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February to give me some guidance on tracing any
speciﬁc records on him and if possible give me an
insight into the times and the conditions which he
would have experienced.
LAWLESS Elizabeth (nee GILLES) died 6/8/1868 at
Pitﬁeld of peritonitis, born 16 March 1832 Loch
Carron Scotland. her parents are John GILLIES and
Elizabeth CAMERON. Her husband was Matthew
LAWLESS, the son of Patrick LAWLESS buried in
Mindai, which I sent to you some time ago. Matthew
is buried at Clunes and I have placed a plaque on his
grave with Elizabeth’s details including where she
died.
Also Louisa LAWLESS (nee O’HARA) wife of Patrick
LAWLESS, died 6 April 1876 at Glenﬁne, buried at
Pitﬁeld. Her age of 92 on the certiﬁcate is debatable.
I am happy to provide copies of all certiﬁcates if
needed. Next time I am in Ballarat I might call into
your research centre and leave a little booklet.
I was wondering if I could have the these people
added to the PItﬁeld/Cape Clear Cemetery listing on
your website. Link from this webpage.
http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/resources/
ballarat-cemeteries-index
I am aware the records don’t exist any more, so I
thought you might like this information. The
gentleman who runs the cemetery has refused for
the family to put a plaque in the cemetery.
LEES George McQueen (b 1873) m 1904 Fremantle
WA Leanora MIDDLETON (b 1878). A descendant
from these Buninyong families was a recent visitor to
Ballarat from Perth for squash championships. He
would like to donate historical family history photos,
books and documents for safekeeping. Would like to
contact related MIDDLETON, BEDGGOOD and
CARTY/McCARTY/MCCARTHY family members.
MARKWORT family - We are searching for any family
history information on Christian and Katherine
MARKWORT. They had children in Ballarat. (Perhaps
confusion between the goldﬁelds of Ballarat and
Beechworth.)
McDONNELL Patrick and Bridget married 1865 at St
Alipius, Ballarat, parents of ﬁve sons and three
daughters born mainly at Miners Rest. Patrick may
have worked in the mines. I wonder if you could
point me in the right direction to ﬁnd them.
MERRIFIELD Samuel (1833-1911), arr Ballarat 1854,
m 1865 Ellen McNAMARA. lived Creswick and Clunes
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area. In April and May 2014 we contributed research
for Virginia Noonan, the author of this recently
published book, From Devon to Australia, A 19th
Century Narrative,
Through the unpublished letters of the
Merriﬁeld family.
MILNER Stanley Lyall born 5 Oct 1919 Doveton St,
Ballarat, to Robert Arnold MILNER and Robina Elsie
(HILL). The informant was a nurse E J OATS and
doctor was W SLOSS. Was this a house used for
births, a private residence, or a hospital? Any
information to pinpoint this location?
POPE family in Ballarat. Caroline Georgina, born
England c1840s. She married c 1860s in Dunedin
New Zealand, former Ballarat resident, Richard
LEARY. James Henry POPE was a brother of Caroline
Georgina. One of the family had a property named
"Wendouree" in Otago, NZ. Happy to pay a fee.
SMITH Anthony (1816-1878) miner, dairyman,
Wesleyan preacher.
I would like to come to Ballarat and do my own
research on the history of 416 Grant Street, BE, as I
believe this was where my ancestors lived and died
between 1869 and 1881. There are conﬂicting
addresses of Tress Street, Magpie and Grant and
early maps seems to show all these streets once
created an intersection with this house being on all
three. Where would be the best place for me to start,
rate books? and where would I ﬁnd them please?
SPEARS- I am presently working on a book and am
endeavouring to source information on a gentleman
by the name of 'Mr J W Spears'.
All I know about him is that he lived at '181
Humphrey Street, Ballarat' in 1892.
TAYLOR - family lived in Ballarat in the late 1800s. I
believe that Brian Andrew wrote a book on the
Ballarat families and there is a chapter about the
Taylors or involving the Taylors. Do you have this
book or any idea where I might obtain it?
YOUNG Reuben b 27 May 1874 left England 5
WINNEKE-ONEILL-GORDON - Frederick Slade
Molyneux ONEILL m Mary GORDON. One of their
daughters, Ethel Jane/t ONEILL b 1884 Brunswick,
married in 1907 Henry Christian WINNEKE. One of
their sons, Henry Arthur WINNEKE became a judge
and Governor of Victoria.
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Welcome to New Members

871 Travis Burns, West Wodonga Vic
872 Brett Leslie, Stawell
873 David Moore, Wentworth Falls NSW
2782
874 Catherine Proud, Kew Vic
875 Peter Wilson, Beveridge Vic 3753
876 Prue & Chris Dawson, Jan Juc Vic 3226
877 Vicki Bond, Timboon 3268
878 Sharon Williams, Bonshaw 3352
879 Kaeli Haines, Launching Place 3139
880 Diane Anderson, Wyndham Vale 3024
881 Alan Haintz, Hawthorn East 3123
882 Joanne Richards, Cooparoo QLD 4151
883 Lilian Magill, Panania NSW 2213
884 Elizabeth Buckle, Lucas 3350
885 David Gough, Corio 3214
886 Karren Wolfram, Brassall QLD 4305
887 Robyn Holst, Klostergatan, Jonkoping
55335 Sweden

MEMBERS ONLY
Microﬁche reader available to borrow.
- VIC BDMs
- VIC Pioneer Index
- Ballarat Old & New Cemeteries
- Consolidated Cemeteries (Ballarat)
- Ballarat Base Hospital Admissions
- Consolidated Schools (Ballarat)
info@bdgs.org.au or call 0467 241 352

Membership:
http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/membership/
become-a-member
$25 single Membership
$35 couple Membership
Enjoy the benefits of a Society membership:
◦
Use resources from the Society's family history
collection in the Australiana Room
◦
These include computer-based records, microfiche,
books and other printed material
◦
Helpful guidance by experienced members
◦
Research by our team of volunteers at a reduced rate
◦
An interesting monthly program of guest speakers
◦
Receive the Society's quarterly newsletter Ballarat
Link either electronically or by post
Please Note: Memberships are valid for 365 days from date
of purchase

RESEARCH
http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/research
$ 40.00 for the first hour
$ 40.00 for each additional hour non-members
$ 20.00 for each additional hour members

INDEXES FOR SALE
http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/about/ballaratindexes-for-sale
Indexes include Ballarat Cemeteries and
Crematorium, Buninyong Petty Sessions, Ballarat
Petitions, Ballarat East Rate Books, Ballarat East Petty
Sessions
https://www.facebook.com/ballaratgen/
Join us for event reminders, meeting
reminders, Photos and live videos and
events.

FROM THE LIBRARY
Use of society computers located in the
library Australiana Research Room are for
research only and should not be used for
accessing your email.
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If you are on facebook just go to the above address and
just like us.
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If undelivered return to
Ballarat & District
Genealogical Society Inc.
P.O. Box 1809
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