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Is your family asking you what
you are wanting for Christmas?
Here are some suggestions
BDGS can oﬀer

Ballarat Cemetery Index $49
Buninyong Petty Sessions $75
Ballarat East Petty Sessions
$35
Ballarat Petitions $35
Ballarat East Rate Books
$35

orders via our web site or contact us
http://
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/
about/ballarat-indexes-for-sale

Life Membership awarded to
BDGS current President
Graeme Reynolds
See Page 6
Page 7 pays tribute to others
who have given their time to
the Society.

How do I…? Many people join our society in

hope of getting assistance with ﬁnding their
ancestors. Page 8 and 9 gives you some hints about
using the Digger disks for birth, marriages and
deaths. Please feel free to send in questions for
further assistance if needed.

Early Ballarat Photographers
Original photos, taken by Ballarat professional
photographers will be on display in the cabinet in the
Australiana Research Room. It will be there for all of
November.
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 1015 -2016
President:

Graeme Reynolds

Research :

Helen Mollison

Secretary :

Carol Armstrong

Library/Projects:

Betty Slater

Treasurer:

Neva Dunstan

Link Editor:

Carmel Reynen

Media/Web: Ben Schueddekopf

Jennifer Burrell, Barb Harris & Trina
Jones

Contact phone number for Ballarat and District Genealogical
Society Inc
0467 241 352

Membership
Single Membership: $25.00
Family Membership: $35.00
Overseas Membership: $25.00
Membership year from 1 July to 30 June

The Society’s Library is housed in the Australiana Research Room
Ballarat Central Library 178 Doveton Street, North Ballarat
Room open for “Members” 5 to 7pm Friday Nights
Certain books from our collection are able to be borrowed by our members for up to 2
weeks.

Visitors are most welcome to meetings held at the Ballarat Library in
Doveton Street on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7.30 pm
No meeting December or January.
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FROM THE EDITOR
It is hard to believe that we are coming to the

end of yet another year. As you will see from the
President’s Report it has also been a very busy
year yet again. The Committee strive to be able
to bring more records to the public with easy
access and our research team is kept busy with
enquiries.
We have had some wonderful speakers and
presentations at meetings, which are featured in
LINK, and hope to have further ones in 2016.
The website has 5000+ hits each month. It is
interesting to see where people are located when
accessing our information. Facebook is also very
popular. We are able to announce activities and
where we can be found on a regular basis. We
also receive some interesting photos and queries
about Ballarat and its rich history and those who
played a part in all of this.
I like to be able to bring articles of interest to you,
the readers, and am always open to what you
look for in LINK.
Last LINK I published some information about
using TROVE and in this one we feature using the
Digger disks, Birth, Deaths and Marriages.
I also appreciate photos and stories that would
be of interest to all. Have you broken down a
brick wall or found a new records source that has
not been mentioned previously. Please send this
to link@bdgs.org,au.
You will notice on the cover a possible wish list
for family present hints, if you do not already
have them.
These can be ordered via http://
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/about/ballaratindexes-for-sale or call 0467 241 352 to arrange
purchase and delivery.

February Meeting 2016
Using Trove
If you need to know something in particular
please come along and ask HOW DO I?
If possible please send your questions to
info@bdgs.org.au to ensure the information is
available on the night.

Index:
President’s Report:
Life Membership Citation:
Past Lifetime Membership:
Valued Volunteers
Guest Speaker’s Talks
Using BDM Digger Discs
Robert Gribben Talk
Charles Zhang Presentation
Research Enquiries

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and hope to
ﬁnd you all safe and well in 2016.
Ballarat Link
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pg 11
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Disclaimer
The Ballarat and District Genealogical Society
Inc. does not hold itself responsible for the
accuracy of statements or opinions expressed by
authors of articles published
link@bdgs.org,au
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President’s Report
At the Annual General Meeting (25th August 2015) a good number of early members, life members
and former oﬃcers were among those present to accept the President’s Report and Statement of
Receipts & Expenditure with a Balance Sheet.
This Society prospers on the unfailing support and voluntary eﬀort of its members. The Society
deeply appreciates these many tasks and roles that are willingly undertaken by the members.
Appreciation for the sterling eﬀort of the Committee members to work for the interests of the
society, members and the public was emphasised.
Principal topics included –
▪
▪
▪

▪
▪
▪

▪

▪

appreciation for the work of the Society, members and the Committee;
research generated near 30% of income) demonstrating the importance of co-ordinated
research supported by a willing group of researchers;
Multimedia History Award in the Victorian Community History Awards in October 2014 noted
our website. Continuing work on the site and related social media reveals the strong interest
in Ballarat topics and when ‘news’ is uploaded.
Assistance of Society members at the Library on the Friday afternoon following the ordinary
meeting has been restored.
A USB with an index to names from the Buninyong Courts (VPRS 296) 1856-1969 was
launched in March at Buninyong Historical Society.
Digitisation & Optical Character Recognition work with The Courier newspaper has continued
with a City of Ballarat Community Improvement Grant and a Local History Grant. Each grant
has been supported by a proportion of Society funding and donations which have been
received from members and interested people. This support is gratefully appreciated.
The Society provided speakers to other organisations and has attended a number of district
events. This included the Heritage Festival Weekend when for the ﬁrst time the Society was
able to receive the public in the Australiana Reference Room at Ballarat Public Library. The
weather was bracing.
Joan Hunt, a distinguished member, has received the Award of Merit of the Federation of
Australian Historical Societies. This is richly deserved.

The level of Society and member involvement in a number of signiﬁcant projects may vary but each
takes much time, devotion and energy. These projects oﬀer a broad overview of the Society’s
charitable work to expand family history sources in the district and enable members to extend their
research skills. Projects in course include -

Ballarat Link
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Checking the index work of the Ballarat East Town records (VPRS 7266/P1) supplementary to
valuation and rates for a narrow period near 1870 is imminent. Plans for a new indexing
project are under way.
Disbursement of the Anzac Centenary Local Grants Program Commemorative Grant ($4
500) required much planning, testing of data and development of research strategies.
Website design to carry the uploaded detail has progressed. This work demanded the revisiting of the honour board record collection and the broader search for similar records as
well as relevant church denominational lists for the period.
Identiﬁcation of women listed in the 1891 Suﬀrage petition has more than doubled to 2100
once closer inspection was undertaken on names that did not provide a town address, or
gave a locality as an address or signed amongst other women who gave full Ballarat or
district addresses. A few transcription errors have revealed other women designated as
from Ballarat and district.
Reﬁning indexing of birth, death and marriage items from The Courier continues.

Key ﬁnancial details were Receipts
Expenses
Closing balance
Assets
Liabilities
Net Assets

$14 119.86
$ 9 363.51
$ 9 623.81
$127 926.55
$ 1 478.87
$ 126 447.68

Trina Jones was elected and welcomed to rejoin the re-elected members of the previous
Committee to form the 2015-16 Committee. Barbara Harris was elected Vice President.
Committee members and roles are found on the inside cover to this edition of Ballarat Link.
Mr Ian Pym has been re-appointed auditor.
In late October, the ﬁrst new pages of The Courier of the current project have been uploaded to
Trove. Uploading of the remaining pages is anticipated to be completed by the end of the year.

During the August meeting Emeritus Professor Rev Dr Robert Gribben presented Graeme
Reynolds with Life Membership of the Society. I thank the Society and members for recognising
my contributions through this award. While a few members had gently inquired whether the call
of hospital would allow me to attend that meeting, and another gently invited a regime of his time
in the Society, it was a surprise and humbling experience to receive this important award.
Graeme Reynolds

Ballarat Link
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Ballarat & District Genealogical Society Life
Membership Citation

Graeme Reynolds
25 August 2015
In 1987 Graeme became Senior Vice-President of the
Genealogical Society of Victoria Ballarat Group. He served as
President from 1989 until 1991 when the Ballarat & District
Genealogical Society was incorporated as a separate entity,
continuing to serve as a BDGS committee member until
1993.

In November 1989 Graeme was elected to the Genealogical
Society of Victoria Council, serving as Secretary from May
1990 and as President from October 1990 until he resigned in
March 1997. He well knows the history of both organisations
and is a great source of knowledge about many aspects of
genealogical research.

Graeme holds up the Life Membership Badge
presented By Guest Professor Emeritus Rev
Dr Robert Gribben

Graeme’s second term as BDGS President began in July 2009.
That is six years of well-run meetings for the committee and
members. In that time he has overseen major initiatives such as
the digitisation of 25 years of Ballarat newspapers by the National Library of Australia for Trove. He has
written successful submissions for additional funds and has documented projects meticulously. The
current one he is heading is Home Front Ballarat WW1. Other paperwork on which he thrives is his
ownership of the process to amend the constitution of the Society in line with government mandates and
the judicious liaison with library management to revise the memorandum of understanding with the City of
Ballarat.

Graeme's term of oﬃce has seen the rapid advance of technology with the redesign of the award-winning
BDGS website, an increase in the use of social media and the growth of paid research enquiries which
provides the Society with a steady income mainly from e-commerce. Volunteers have continued to
produce indexes and the most recent production on USB is an innovative technological development.
These electronic publications also generate income from sales. As a not-for-proﬁt organisation with
Deductible Grant Recipient (DGR) status the Society beneﬁts from GST exemptions. Wise expenditure on
new library computers and new research laptops and related paraphernalia help to improve eﬃciency and
the service we provide to members and non-member family historians.
These initiatives, awards and publications have added kudos to the good name of the Society and have
attracted sizeable donations in cash and kind to further our aims. Any volunteer organisation such as ours
Ballarat Link

Edition 183

link@bdgs.org,au

BALLARAT LINK

Page 7

Thank You

Members that have been honoured and those who
deserve our current thanks for contributions to the
Society. These people have gone a long way to make
us a successful and award winning Society.
Other members to Receive the Life Membership are
Lois Reynolds 1996 Society founding member
Syd Walsh 1997 Founding member and President
Betty Slater 2002 past President and current projects coordnatior and Librarian
Joan Hunt 2009 President and previous Research Oﬃcer
Daryl Povey 2013 Web site creator manager for 17 years
Edwina shooter 2002 Honorary Member

Graeme with his mother Lois Reynolds
when she received the first Society
Life Membership in 1996.

Recipients of the Life Membership Awards, Graeme Reynolds
with his mother Lois, (upper left) (Below from left to right) Syd
Walsh, Betty Slater, Joan Hunt, Daryl Povey and Edwina
Shooter.

The Society has been on the receiving end of goodwill over many years. The work of
countless volunteers is very much appreciated by those tracing Ballarat ancestors.
As well as Committee members some of the current volunteers who work
tirelessly are:
Meryl Rowse
Indexing
Tricia Hilder
Proofreading
Meryl McLeod
Proofreading
Marilyn Miller
Courier Personal Notices Indexes
Shirley Pritchard :
Research & Postage of LINK
Kath Connors
Postage of LINK
Frances Canham
1891 Woman’s Suﬀrage Petition
Ballarat Link
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Births, Deaths and Marriages in Victoria 1836 to 1985
Guest Speaker: October Jennifer Burrell Using Digger Disks for Birth Death and Marriages

Victoria was not a Colony in its own right until the 1st of July 1851. Prior to that, from 1836 it was governed as
the Port Phillip District of New South Wales. This is why a good many of the early births deaths and
marriages which took place in Victoria will also be found in NSW indexes.
From 1836 until the 30th June 1853 Early Church Records (ECR) are the source of baptisms, marriages and
burials. From the 1st of July 1853 Civil Registration began in Victoria and these certiﬁcates contain much
more detailed information.
BDMs are the oﬃcial records and are the fundamental research tool for genealogists. They have the names,
dates and places of events so becoming proﬁcient in searching the Digger disks is going to be a big help.
Ballarat & District Genealogical Society has a full set of eight disks available for members to use in the
Australiana Research Room at Ballarat Central Library.
Pioneer Index Victoria 1836-1888
Federation Index Victoria 1889-1901
Edwardian Index Victoria 1902-1913
Great War Index Victoria 1914-1920
Death Index Victoria 1921-1985
Marriage Index Victoria 1921-1942
Inquest Index Victoria 1840-1985
Marine Births Deaths and Marriages Victoria 1853-1920
It is not a good idea to rely on the Victorian BDM Indexes alone. These contain apparent errors, many of
which can be explained. For example a clerk recording the words spoken in a variety of cosmopolitan
accents may lead you to think that vowels are often interchangeable. The surname TROY and TRAY may well
be the same family. Think creatively about spelling and how transcription errors could be made. In 19th
century copperplate writing the initial capital letter of a name can vary a great deal as well as confusing
other letters which may be read as 'u' or 'n' and 'm' or 'w'. For example in the indexes CAUSON is often
CANSON. Some end letters such as 'e' or 's' might just be an added ﬂourish. With experience you will expect
errors to occur and spotting them is all part of the genealogical game.
For your family tree it is well worthwhile obtaining certiﬁcates, at least for your direct line. When you read
the original some obvious errors will jump out at you because you already have some knowledge of the
family.
Marriage certiﬁcates are often the best because the information is given by the bride and groom who are
likely to be young people with all their faculties. They say their ages, where they were born, the names of
their parents and their fathers' occupations. If they tell ﬁbs then you may catch them out from other
documents. If there are ﬁnancial constraints then maybe the birth certiﬁcate of the youngest child would be
a good one to buy. This will state when and where the parents were married and list all previous issue. If you
discover diﬀering dates of marriages on the birth certiﬁcates of siblings then your antenna would be raised
as to the possibility that the marriage was not oﬃcially solemnized. The least reliable are death certiﬁcates.
The quality of the information is entirely dependent on the knowledge of the informant. If this was given by
a well-informed close relative, then well and good, but if the person died in an institution and a staﬀ
Ballarat Link
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member or the undertaker was given the job of supplying information about the deceased then there may well
be 'not known' gaps and errors and you will be disappointed with your purchase. However, for immigrants the
box that states how long the deceased had lived in the Colony of Victoria will provide an excellent clue as to the
year of arrival. In our experience this is usually correct. People generally remembered when they arrived in the
new country and it was a talking point known by others.
When you ﬁnd an event of interest using the Digger indexes make sure you record all details as written and
especially the registration number. This is required for you to purchase a Victorian certiﬁcate.
Victoria has a most eﬃcient electronic system for purchasing uncertiﬁed historical certiﬁcates online for $24.00.
This fee became eﬀective on the 1st July 2015. Also for sale online from this source is a help CD.
Delving into Digger™
Your guide to using the VicHeritage™ CD-ROM index databases. $6.60
*****
HELP SESSIONS for members are being held each Friday following BDGS meetings held on the 3rd Tuesday of
the month. Time is generally 3.30pm to 5.00pm but members can continue to improve their research skills
using the Society's computers until closing time at 7.00pm. To attend these sessions please contact
jburrell@bdgs.org.au with some indication of what assistance you require. If you are unfamiliar with searching
the Digger disks please take this opportunity to develop this essential research skill.
*****
In the meantime use these tips.

Thank you to Neil, one of our
members who attended this
demonstration, he was able
to send an update on
wildcards and Jennifer was
thrilled to try this to ﬁnd it
works.
'?' was a wildcard for one
character, and * was one or
more characters. So 'Tr?y'
would return Troy or Trey, but
not Trinity.
There are always new things
to learn when using Trove
and other programs but Neil
says this is from his days of
using and learning DOS which
was the early computer
platform.
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Edition 183

link@bdgs.org,au

BALLARAT LINK

Page 10

Guest Speakers
The Varieties of Methodism - notes to a talk by
Rev Dr Robert Gribben

1. The Wesleyan Methodist Church
The majority continued close to Wesley's vision and
practice. They began again to ordain their own
ministers in 1836. Presidents and Secretaries of
Conference took John's role as overseer. Henry Reed,
lay preacher began in Melbourne in 1835; the Rev.
Joseph Orton visited in 1836. Most Australian
Methodists were Wesleyans.
2. The Methodist New Connexion (1797)

John Wesley (1703-1791) and Charles Wesley
(1707-1788), the founders.
After a time as missionaries in Georgia (not yet the
USA), both brothers underwent a deep spiritual
experience in London in May 1738, and the
Methodist movement (which began in Oxford among
students) really began. John was the undoubted
leader, beginning 'ﬁeld preaching' (outside a church),
drawing the crowds, introducing hymn-singing (most
by his brother), 'love-feasts', watch-nights and lay
preaching, and from 1739 building chapels. He
introduced a structure of oversight, himself at the
head, with local 'societies', small groups (classes,
bands) into which converts were introduced for
building them up in the faith. He held an Annual
Conference for his preachers and leaders. In 1784, he
provided for a 'Legal Hundred' preachers to succeed
him after his death. He died in 1791 (aged 88), and in
1795, they agreed on a 'Plan of Paciﬁcation' which set
up a distinct Methodist Church. The tensions, on one
hand, between Wesley's strong personal leadership,
his Church of England emphases, his sacramentalism,
and his particular evangelical emphasis ('Arminian' addressed to all), and on the other, the growing antiestablishment and democratic spirit, resolved
themselves into several splits from the 'Wesleyan
Methodist Church'.

Ballarat Link

Founded by one of Wesley's preachers, Alexander
Kilham (1765-1798), the 'New Connexion' provided
the ﬁrst structure in which ministers and lay
members held an equal place in governance. He was
anti-Church of England, anti-clerical. About 5000
Wesleyans seceded to join, but the organization was
not strong, and Kilham died soon after. It became
part of the United Methodist Church (UK) in 1807.
William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, was a
minister of this church. Never strong in Australia, in
1888 they united with the Bible Christians.
3. The Independent Methodists (1806)
This group grew out of Quaker-style cottage meetings
in Warrington, Cheshire in 1796, very much lay-led.
Took the name when they founded a Conference in
1806. Existed mostly locally in the north, but also
Bristol and Scotland. These names are associated
with them: Quaker Methodists, Band Room
Methodists, Christian Revivalists, Independent
Methodists and Gospel Methodists, in particular
cities. I know of none in Australia.
3. The Primitive Methodists (1811)
Founded by carpenter Hugh Bourne (1772-1852)
from Stoke-on-Trent, and potter William Clowes
(1780-1851) from Burlem, Staﬀordshire, and grew out
of 'camp meetings' popularised by American
evangelist Lorenzo Dow on several visits. Famous one
was Mow Cop, 1807. Nicknamed the 'Ranters'.
Aggressive evangelists. Emphasis on lay leadership,
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including women. Grew to some 5000 chapels across
England. Came to Australia in 1840. In 1866, they
formed 21% of the population of South Australia, less
so elsewhere. Strong presence on the goldﬁelds.
4. The Bible Christians (1815)
Unlike the Primitives, the BCs were mostly around the
West Country, on the borders of Devon and Cornwall
where they began under William O'Bryan (sometimes
called Bryanites). Similar structures to the PMs, lay
leadership, women preachers (also ordained them
from 1819), leaders in Temperance movement. In
Australia from 1850; Melbourne 1854 but already on
goldﬁelds. Skipton Street church was BC. See Travis
McHarg, The BC Church in Victoria 1850s-1902, Boronia
2011; forthcoming Ted Curnow, on BC in South
Australia, with a similar title, 2015.
5. The United Methodist Free Churches (1857)
Some smaller groups formed a union to include the
Protestant Methodists (1827, over the introduction
of a pipe-organ in the Leeds chapel). A thousand left
when the Secretary of Conference ruled in favour of
the 'popish instrument'. A decade later they united
with the Arminian Methodists, who had been
expelled in 1831; and the Wesleyan [Methodist]
Association under Dr Samuel Warren, over politics in
the founding of as theological college. This group
joined with the Wesleyan Reform Society, in 1849
when perhaps 100,000 Wesleyans left after some
scandalous politics in the Conference involving
anonymous 'ﬂy-sheets'. (There was one congregation
in Melbourne, fate unknown). So in 1857, these all
came together. They were active in overseas missions,
Australia and NZ being early (?1860s). UMFC in
Ballarat: Rowe St., Peel St.
6. Others!
There were also the Tent Methodists (1814) in Bristol,
the West, Lancashire, London, preferring to worship in
tents. There were Arminian Bible Christians who left
the BCs and rejoined them in 1835.

Union
In Australia, the Wesleyans, New Connexion,
Primitives, Bible Christians (UMFC already working
with others) united to form the Methodist Church of
Australasia. Thirty years later, they united in Britain. In
1977, the Methodist Church joined with the
Presbyterian and Congregational churches to form the
Uniting Church in Australia.

In 2009 Charles Zhang
and his 17-yr-old son Oscar
walked from Robe in South
Australia to Ballarat, a distance of 438 km in 14 days.
They followed the route of more than 15 000 Chinese
goldrush immigrants who chose to come overland to
avoid the Victorian £10 poll tax. As described in See
Yup Gold Miners In Australia by Henry Gunstone, "…
there were twenty to thirty miles of Chinaman in single
ﬁle, … they were chanting ‘Ballaraat, Ballaraat,
Ballaraat …" This was their destination and if they
became lost at least they had one word of English to
set them in the right direction.
BDGS members were treated to a pictorial account of
the trying journey through Penola, Dergholm,
Casterton, Coleraine, Cavendish, Dunkeld, Willaura,
Ararat, Buangor, Beaufort and Burrumbeet to Ballarat.
Despite the hardships of summer heat, water
rationing, prickles and lugging their camping
equipment, the trip was made enjoyable by the
goodwill and practical assistance of people in the
towns along the way. This was due to the
reconnaissance done by Charles in making contact
with local historical societies and other groups.
Publicity by Voice FM and Facebook helped the
townsfolk to join in the walk for part of the way and
share stories of the Chinese presence in their area.
There were historical plaques, way-marked gum trees,
market gardens and shops established by miners who
passed that way. In particular at Ararat (Gum San)
Continued 14
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Research
CANFIELD / CORFIELD Hoping you can help. Do

half of the 1800s arriving about 1860. We are

you hold baptismal records for 1859. I am looking

coming thru Ballarat on 15 Oct. They lived in a

for a baptism of Sarah Canﬁeld (Corﬁeld), father

house called ‘Rehoboth’, Gregory St I think. After

William Canﬁeld (Corﬁeld), mother Emma,

Samuel’s death his widow Sarah moved to 25 Neill

Baptised 9 May 1859 by Bishop Charles Perry.

Street. The family was quite involved with the
Congregational Church.

DAVIES Looking for info on my gr grandmother
Valda Helen DAVIES nee HOWE, born 22/3/1905

HARRIS Researching my gg grandfather’s

who died in the Ballarat Mental Hospital on

brother, Thomas Shephard HARRIS. I know he

27/2/1947 of Pulmonary Tuberculosis. I have the

arrived in Victoria from Cornwall sometime

Inquest verdict etc. but am wondering about her

between 1851 and 1861. Thomas was a Saddler,

admissions. Why was she there and when? What

who I believe may have worked in Ballarat. He

information am I able to access?

married Hannah Ford RICHARDS/WEBB (a widow)
in 1861. They had 6 children and I have birth and

DAVIES Trying to track down Daniel DAVIES,
miner and his family, and their lives in Ballarat. He
married Isabella Perrie ROACH in 1874. Daniel
was a miner living in Eyre St., Ballarat a bachelor.
His father Thomas DAVIES and mother Elizabeth

Would like to ﬁnd out more about her. I would
also like to ﬁnd out how and where Thomas died.
He was still alive in 1872, but his wife was a widow
in 1889.

(surname DAVIES). Isabella (31) lived at Eyre St.,
Ballarat. Her parents were Thomas PERRIE and
Janet PERRIE (WHYTE)
DAWSON I am researching my family tree and my
DAWSON ancestors lived in Ballarat in the late
1800s. I note from your website under the
Courier Personal Notices, Date of Paper 19 April
1879, there is a funeral notice for a William
DAWSON on 30 April 1879, Page 3 Column 5. My
gg grandfather is William Crowe DAWSON. He

McKAY I am researching my family history and
appear to have hit a wall tracking down
information regarding my gg grandfather Robert
McKAY (MACKAY) who was killed in a mine
accident on the 5 October 1894. I believe an
article about the incident/accident appeared in
the Creswick & Clunes Advertiser. Can you please
obtain a copy of the article for me?
MULLIGAN Glendaruel Cemetery. Can you
point me in the right direction for obtaining a

died in Ballarat on 27 April 1879, so suspect the

record for a burial in the above cemetery? I think

funeral notice is for him. How do I get a copy of

it’s located in Coghills Creek, which appears to be

this? Your assistance will be greatly appreciated

a tiny place, and according to the Australian
Cemeteries Index there is no online index/

FIGGIS I would like to make an appointment to
meet with someone to seek info about the family
of Samuel and Sarah FIGGIS (my gr gr
grandparents) who lived in Ballarat in the second
Ballarat Link

death details for all the children except Ada.

database. The individual concerned is Thomas
William MULLIGAN, who was buried there on 6
April 1868.
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McNEILL I am putting together a family history for

Cemetery. According to the Australian Cemeteries

my children. My father never spoke much of his

Index there is no online index/database. The

childhood as he spent much of it through the

individual concerned is Thomas William TAYLOR

Depression and War. His name was Francis (Frank)

who was stated on his death certiﬁcate as being

McNEILL (1924-2009) and he had a brother John

buried there on 6 April 1866.

George born 1920. Their parents were Daniel and
Eulalie (Lulu) Mary Warner and were married at St

WASSON My gr grandmother, Ada-Louise WASSON,

Pat’s on 23 Feb 1919. Daniel had a number of

who had epilepsy, was a patient at Ballarat Mental

siblings and I am at odds to locate any of these

Hospital from 1914-15 until 1948. I would like to

persons’ trail.

see any information relating to her treatment and

O’BRIEN I am seeking the burial place of Garratt
O’BRIEN who passed away in the Ballarat
Benevolent Asylum on 19 August 1874 aged 80. He

her medical records if this is possible. I am writing
a book commissioned for Fourth Estate, an
esteemed British publisher.

was admitted on the 11 June 1867 at the age of 73.

WESTCOTT Boer War Research George WESTCOTT.

He had arrived in the Colony in 1840 with his wife

Please contact me before commencement of work.

Catherine and their children, Thomas, Garrett, Ann,

I already have a lot of information on George

Patrick, Michael, Sylvester and Mary. The info on his

Westcott. He has no known grave in South Africa.

death certiﬁcate states he was buried on the 20 Aug

I have cemetery information (Ballarat Cemetery)

at Ballarat, but there is no record of this having

and some certiﬁcates for his family, so I do not need

taken place in Ballarat. Info obtained through FOI

these things to be repeated. (Result of this enquiry

states Garrett died 11am, his remains were taken by

was a search for the siblings of George, and their

his friend to Geelong for internment on 20th. I have

families.)

been unable to ﬁnd any record of this having taken
place in Geelong. I am hopeful there may be some
of our O’Brien family still living, that may be able to
help with this family history question.
SIMPSON I am researching the death and burial of
William SIMPSON. When and where did he die?
The only deﬁnite info I have is that he was a gold
miner at California Gully in 1856 (Eaglehawk &
District Pioneer Register). I know this to be correct
as his wife’s maiden name was given, as well as the
names of their children. Everywhere I have
searched after 1856 lists numerous, ‘William
Simpsons”.
TAYLOR Can you point me in the right direction for
obtaining a record of burial in the Glendaruel
Ballarat Link

FOUND ONLINE
http://www.genealogyintime.com/records/
genealogy-records-by country.html
This has an article that Harvard University
(USA) has begun a multi-year project to put on
line their collection of early English manor
rolls.
http://ttinyurl.com/EDP-questions
This has 150 questions to ask family members
http://familysearch.org/lear/nwiki/en/A
genealogical glossary terms
This is a comprehensive dictionary that
includes many occupation and technical words
found in family history.
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Chinese miners were well represented among those who worked the alluvial goldmine from 1863-1872. At
20km wide and 70km long this was considered at the time to be the biggest of its kind in the world.
Charles is President of the Chinese Association of Ballarat. He would like to hear from any descendants of the
many thousands of Cantonese immigrants who walked from Robe and settled in Ballarat in the 1850s and
1860s. Your message would be forwarded to Charles by emailing info@bdgs.org.au

Police photo taken at the back of the Art Gallery, Camp street, dated 1910. The Society had one
donated to it but this one was recently posted on the BDGS Facebook site.
Members are posting photos to the Facebook page. Come and see what we have been sent.
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BALLARAT & DISTRICT GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY INC.
P.O. Box 1809, Ballarat Mail Centre, Vic
3354, Australia
Email inquiries to...
research@bdgs.org.au

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS
Karen Graham
Michael Harrison
Cheryl Taylor
Gerald Jenzen
Samuel Higgins
Peter Todd
Heather Stokes
Barry Cutler

San Remo Victoria
Singapore
Castlemaine
Ballarat
Mt Clear
Ballarat
Lal Lal
Surrey Hills

HELP WANTED
I need help in trying to complete the life story of
Frederick Vern, who also used the name
Charles. H.F. de la Vern and claimed to come
from Hanover in Germany. Vern played a
prominent part in the lead up to the Eureka
Stockade. He escaped when shooting began
and had a £500 reward oﬀered for his capture.
He was not one of those captured and put on
trial and the reward was withdrawn after the

MEMBERS ONLY
Microﬁche reader available to borrow.
- VIC BDMs
- VIC Pioneer Index
- Ballarat Old & New Cemeteries
- Consolidated Cemeteries (Ballarat)
- Ballarat Base Hospital Admissions
- Consolidated Schools (Ballarat)
Audio Tapes of guest speakers also available to
borrow please contact info@bdgs.org.au or all 0467
241 325

FROM THE LIBRARY

the Ballarat area, married a Margaret Walsh
before going to Forbes in NSW. While most of
his colorful and eventful life in Australia are
known the questions about where he came
from, what he did before coming to Australia in
about late 1853 and where he went to after
leaving Australia in 1864 remain unclear. I
would be pleased to talk to anyone who has
information about him.

Use of society computers located in the library
Australiana Room are for research only and should not
be used for accessing your email.
The Library holds the Ballarat & Genealogical
Society’s collection of Books and records.
Please feel free to contact the us via email or
phone 0467 241 352 to make an appointment if you
need help.
Please give notice if you are visiting Ballarat and
want to meet a member for assistance. The Society is
run by Volunteers only.

Ballarat Link

thirteen had been acquitted. He returned to

Gerald Jenzen

CEMETERY TOURS
Tours can be arranged for the Old and the New
Cemetery.
You can visit the graves of some of the people who
made a diﬀerent to Ballarat History as well as
Australian History..
Please contact info@bdgs.org.au or phone
0467 241 352 to ﬁnd out what tours are available,
prices vary as per group and type of tour.
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