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Merino Progress Association Incorporated - Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible for membership with the Merino Progress Association Incorporated the person must be a resident within the area covered by the Merino-Digby Lions Club Telephone Book.

Members of the Committee for the Merino Progress Association Incorporated further reserve the right to extend membership to persons not covered by the Merino-Digby Lions Club Telephone Book guideline under the clause “with the power to add”.

Annual General Meeting Voting Rights

In order to have voting rights at the Annual General Meeting of the Merino Progress Association Incorporated, members must be financial and attend at least one (1) meeting per quarter.
Committee Members


Alf Lane – President


Rick Lane – Vice President


Veronica Taylor – Secretary / Public Officer


Rosemary Sandford – Treasurer


Marge Owens 


Neil Sandford





Membership Fees – Have You Paid Yet?


Membership Fees are due by 30 June 2005.


If you are an existing member and wish to maintain your membership with the Merino Progress Association Incorporated the membership fee of $5.00 is payable now to the Treasurer – Rosemary Sandford.


Also speak to one of our committee members if you are interested in joining our group.





Anything Else?





Mobile Coverage





We have contacted Telstra and Optus regarding their mobile services in Merino.  We have not received a positive answer to this issue, however one of our members has raised the issue with Member for Lowan – Hugh Delahunty MP.





Mr Delahunty replied advising that he will be raising the matter with the various people and organisations at the earliest convenience.





Broadband Coverage





If you are interested in Broadband Coverage for Merino please contact Telstra and lodge your interest with them for Broadband coverage.





SPECIAL THANKS


Vicki and Bryan of the Merino General Store and Post Office.  Their ongoing support with Raffles, Contests etc has been fantastic.  By the way ….Bryan kindly draws the winning tickets in the Meat Raffle.





Jess, Jason & Chris of the Merino Hotel for allowing us to sell Meat Raffle tickets at the Hotel on Friday Evenings.





The Merino-Digby Lions Club.


For allowing us to use their facilities and combined support on various projects.





Australian Red Cross – Merino Unit for their assistance with fund raising towards the War Memorial Cenotaph.





These people have all shown the Merino Progress Association much appreciated continued support.





We Thank You





Calendar of Events


MPA General Meetings


Merino – Digby Lions Club Rooms


2nd thursday in the month (unless otherwise advised)  


7.30pm 





MPA Annual general Meeting


Merino – Digby Lions Club Rooms


7.30pm Thursday 13th July 2006


Followed by General Meeting.
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What’s Up


Merino Stock Route Walking Trail


We have won a grant of $10,000 from the Small Towns Development Fund to create an 800 metre Walking Trail along the Merino Creek which follows the designated old stock route  – believed to be one of Victoria’s oldest stock routes.


The project was initially suggested as a priority in the Urban Design Framework for Merino and again raised as a project suggestion for the Merino Progress Association Incorporation by Rosemary Sandford.


In undertaking this project, we hope to enhance Merino with a safe walking area suitable for persons of all ages to enjoy whilst also being able to observe native birds and animals along the natural amenity offered by the Merino Creek.


We also hope to enhance the appeal, interest and facilities for visitors to Merino as well as improving the visual appeal for the residents of Merino.


This project will initially involve weed control and providing a base for the walking trail, followed by planting of native vegetation, installation of seating and interpretive signage and a statue.


The Walking Trail is expected to cost $19,000 to create, with financial assistance for the project as follows, Glenelg Shire Council $2,500, Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority $1,500, Portland Eco Trust $1,000, Merino Progress Association in-kind $2,520, Merino Progress Association Cash $480.


For this project we will be working in conjunction with the Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority and the Glenelg Shire Council (Glenelg Shire Council will be project co-ordinators and managers and will also be managing the funds from the grant and donations).


As the project will involve tree planting, installation of seats, signage etc, we hope that you the Merino Community become involved as the project progresses.


Work will be commencing shortly.


St Peter’s Church – Church Pew


On 12 March 2006 Anglican Churches in Sandford and Merino were de-consecrated with ceremonies held at 2pm at St Mary’s Church, Portland – Casterton Road, Sandford and 4pm at St Peter’s Church, Cnr Levy & Maud Streets, Merino.


Auctions for these former churches will take place on site at Sandford at 10am and Merino at 11.30am Saturday, 24 June 2006.


Unfortunately many of the items in the Merino Church have been removed with the church pews being sold at the Merino – Digby Lion’s Club Auction held on 9 April 2006.


In an attempt to keep an item of local significance in the town one of the oldest Church Pews has been purchased by the Merino Progress Association for the sum of $600 and is now housed in the Merino Public Hall for the benefit of the Merino Community.


This pew has been purchased from funds previously donated to the Merino Progress Association by the Merino Unit of the Australian Red Cross.  These funds were raised from the Desperate Deb Ball.


Our thanks are extended to David Luck for his suggestion, the Merino Hall Committee and the Merino Unit of the Australian Red Cross. 








War Memorial Cenotaph Garden


Two plaques have been purchased and will be incorporated into the Cenotaph area. 


The first being a brass plaque to recognise the Merino Unit of the Australian Red Cross for their donation of funds used to replace the flagpole on the Cenotaph.


The second will be a plaque to explain the choice of plants used and the design of the War Memorial Cenotaph Garden.


A plaque advising of the assistance from Australia’s Open Garden Scheme is already situated within the garden.


What Else Has Happened


“Merino Switched On”


Back on 26 November last year we held the celebration for the 50th Anniversary of Merino being connected to electricity.


The support shown for the march along high street was fantastic.  We were however disappointed that more people did not join us for the dance afterwards.  Those that did attend had a fantastic night.


This event had been planned as a way of giving something back to the people who have supported us and was not a fund raising event.  All monies collected from this event were used on staging the event.


Commonwealth Games Fun Walk


This event was run by the Glenelg Shire Council to celebrate the Commonwealth Games.  


You might like to know that Merino had one of the best attendances across the shire with our participants walking approximately 66kms in total.


Swimming Pool Garden


We have been asked to assist Ett McCallum in her garden at the swimming pool and to date we have held a couple of working bees at the garden.  Some of our members have also spent a lot of time down there on other days.  


If you have some spare time, I am sure that Aunty Ett would only be too pleased if you could do something constructive at the garden, i.e. weeding, spreading mulch, trimming plants, every little bit helps.


Thank you Aunty Ett for providing Merino with this lovely asset.












































Competitions


Cryptic Towns Competition


$100 Prize Money to be won – Entry only $3.00


Entry Forms available from The Merino General Store and Post Office, Marge Owens and Rosemary Sandford


Here’s A Hint - Find these Australian Towns or Places in your Postcode Book


Entries are to be returned The Merino General Store and Post Office, Marge Owens and Rosemary Sandford.  Entries Close 1 July 2006.


Winner to be announced 8 July 2006


** In the event of two equal winning entries each entry will receive $50.00 prize money.  Should there be more than two equal winning entries – all winning entries will be entered into a draw for the final Prize Money Winner. **


Merino Flag Competition – (Details To Be Announced Soon)


Now that the Commonwealth Games are over we have a flag pole in need of a Merino Town Flag.  To our knowledge no such flag exists so we therefore seek your assistance to create one.


This is your opportunity to bring out your creative side and design a flag that you the community members of Merino can be proud to fly. 


The competition will be open to members of the Merino Community young and old.  It would be nice to have many different entries.  We hope to give you the members of the community the chance to decide on the winning entry by ballot.  The full details of this competition will be posted shortly with entries closing in late October.


And The Winners Are…


Meat Raffle Winners


Weeks 22 - 57


22.   AUDREY GOODES


23.   LEANNE PERRY


24.   LYNETTE O’BRIEN


25.   JELL BLIGHT


26.   RON DENNIS


27.   DAWN LANE


28.   BOB LUEHMAN


29.   SCOTT MORRISON


30.   JASON NEWMAN


31.   MICHAEL ZUIJDVELD


32.   DAVE ARMSTRONG


33.   JAMIE WALDRON


34.   JOAN HAMILL


35.   LES BROWN


36.   EMMA MILLARD


37.   KEITH EMMERTON


38.   ALLAN  DYKE


39.   DAWN  RICHES


40.   DAVID  LUCK


41.   JOHN  BROAD


42.   SANDY  PARRY


43.   BOB  BRIGGS


44.   STEPHEN ARMATI


45.   SCOTT  MORRISON


46.   SYLVIA  McKEAN


47.   VERONICA  TAYLOR 


48.   TICKET  DOG


49.   STEVE  ROGERS 


50.   PHIL GARDINER


51.   LES  BROWN


52.   GEORGIA MUTCH


53.   WALLY  BROWN


MARGE OWENS


JIM MICHAU


MICHELLE RICHARDSON


RICK’S DOGS


With your continued support over 55 raffles we have made a profit of $5112.  All monies raised benefit the community of Merino through various projects undertaken by MPA.


2005 Christmas Lights Competition


This competition was judged by David Luck and won by Marge Owens and Butch Lewis.


It was great to see Merino lit up for Christmas.  We will be holding this competition again this year.  


So when the time comes get into the Christmas Spirit and decorate your home with Christmas Lights… join in the fun.
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