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Calendar of Events

Monthly Meeting

Merino Lions Club Rooms  - thursday 15 September 2005

All Welcome $1.00 Door Prize Entry

Thereafter monthly on the 2nd Thursday

“merino switched On”

Merino Lions Park and Merino Public Hall - 26 November 2005 

50 Year Celebration of the Electricity Supply to Merino

Keep an eye out for more information shortly

Fund Raising BBQ – L A Walker (Mitre 10) Hamilton

Saturday 24 September 2005 - Morning

“Commonwealth Games Fun Walk”

20 November 2005 

11.00am – BBQ Lunch Afterwards at the Lions Park















The Committee Members





Rick Lane – President


Norman Looker – Vice President


Veronica Taylor – Secretary / Public Officer


Rosemary Sandford – Treasurer


Alf Lane


Dawn Lane


Marge Owens


Bill Bell


Keith Emmerton


Joan Irving


Neil Sandford


Glenda Knight


Pamela Moore





Addendum Items - In Addition To The Model Rules Of Association


In order to address issues raised by a member of the Merino Progress Association Incorporated the Committee has voted and unanimously passed the following items, which are in Addendum to the Model Rules.


Merino Progress Association Incorporated - Eligibility Criteria


To be eligible for membership with the Merino Progress Association Incorporated the person must be a resident within the area covered by the Merino-Digby Lions Club Telephone Book.


Members of the Committee for the Merino Progress Association Incorporated further reserve the right to extend membership to persons not covered by the Merino-Digby Lions Club Telephone Book guideline under the clause “with the power to add”.


Annual General Meeting Voting Rights


In order to have voting rights at the Annual General Meeting of the Merino Progress Association Incorporated, members must be financial and attend at least one (1) meeting per quarter.
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What’s Up?


50th Year Anniversary of Electricity in Merino


Did you know that 1955 was the year that Merino was connected to the State Electricity Commission.


We have gained information that the official switch on date was the 19 October 1955 and it appears that Merino was actively working on obtaining power to the town for approximately two to three years prior.


As a result the current Merino Progress Association Incorporated will be holding a celebration to commemorate 50 years of power.


50 Years of Power Naming Competition


The Merino Consolidated School kindly held a competition to name our 50 year celebration.


The winner was Brooke Pillar with the slogan


“MERINO SWITCHED ON”.


Thank you Brooke we love the name.


Also thank you Ray Penny for allowing us to involve the students and hold the competition within the school.


 


“MERINO SWITCHED ON”


To celebrate the Merino Progress Association Incorporated will be holding a  BYO Picnic at the Merino Lions Park, a parade by torchlight from the other end of town to the Merino Public Hall with the Hall being switched on upon arrival of the parade.


A Dance (BYO Drinks and Supper) will then be held at the hall for your enjoyment.  The $5.00 entry fee for this Dance is purely to cover the costs of the Musicians, Hall Hire and Tea and Coffee Supplies.  


All this takes place on Saturday 26 November 2005.  We hope that you will dress in dress in attire applicable to the original switch on date of 1955.


Keep your eyes open for further information and times.


Please remember to bring your torches along if you wish to participate in the parade.  For the safety of everyone on the day - No flammable items please.





What Was It Like Before Electricity In Merino?


Well we hope that the Merino Consolidated School Students now have some idea….


With all her enthusiasm bubbling over, Glenda Knight inspired us by deciding to hold a small event at the Merino Public Hall for the School Students and any other interested person wishing to attend.


Glenda’s intention was to show the School Students some of the types of tools and implements that were used before the power supply was connected to Merino.


The event was held on 2nd September and we believe created a lot of interest from the students.


Although when a young lady asked “how did people tell the time before electricity?” ... quite a valid question from a person only ever growing up with electricity… we found that we had forgotten to take the simple old alarm clock or analogue watch along.  How easily even we forget.


Thank you to everyone who attended to make this day a wonderful success and thank you to all the people who worked behind the scenes or donated items for the day.





Merino Stock Route – Walking Track


We are currently in the process of planning a walking trail along the stock route.  


Please note that the stock route will still function as a stock route when necessary.


The aim of this walking track is to provide a safe flat walk away from traffic for people of all ages to enjoy. 


At this stage we anticipate that it will commence near swimming pool entrance and exit near Hill Garage following the creek along the route.


We hope to plant some bird attracting natives along the route and have a couple of seats along the way also.


We believe that the Endangered Red-Tailed Black Cockatoo was once native to this area and we hope to encourage them back if possible.  


Discussions have been held with Glenelg Hopkins CMA to see if they are able to help us in this project as the creek would also need to be cleaned up along the way.  At this stage they seem very interested in the idea and we hope that with their assistance we can make this a great feature for our town and a possible attraction to people who do not live in the town.





Commonwealth Games Flag Poles


We understand that Merino has been nominated to have Commonwealth Games Flag Poles erected.  There are to be three flag poles which need to be placed close together.  Various discussions have taken place and the Lion’s are interested in hearing where in the town they should go.  If you are interested in having input into the location of these flags please contact the Lions.  They would prefer your suggested location in writing.





Merino War Memorial Cenotaph


If anyone has any information at all about the persons listed on the War Memorial, could you please contact Daryl Povey on � HYPERLINK "mailto:povey@sebas.vic.edu.au" ��povey@sebas.vic.edu.au� 


Daryl is trying to compile as much information as possible about the persons and their families for inclusion into his website.





And The Winners Are!


Meat Raffle 


We would like to thank everyone who has participated in our weekly Meat Raffle and assisting us to make a total profit for the first 20 weeks of $1,974.00.  This money will be used towards various projects around the town.


Thanks also go to Richardson’s Butchers of Casterton for making the Meat Tray a worthy prize for any entrant.


Here are the winners of the first 21 weeks.


1 - Ben Holmes


2 - Nici Jones


3 – Trish Bray


4 – Vicki Talbot


5 – Dawn Lane


6 – Bob Briggs


7 – Jamie Waldron


8 – Joyleen Nolte


9 – Greg Gull


10 – Brian Simkin


11 – John Northcott


12 – Bill Bell


13 – Jason Haris


14 – Roger Emmerton


15 – Masey Knight


16 – Kath Baugh


17 – Keith Emmerton


18 – Emily Enscoe


19 – Butch Lewis


20 – Joyce Cox


21- Michael Zuijdveld





Membership Fees – Have You Paid Yet?


Membership Fees were due on 30 June 2005.


If you are an existing member and wish to maintain your membership with the Merino Progress Association Incorporated the membership fee of $5.00 is payable now to the Treasurer – Rosemary Sandford.


Merino Streetscape


The Merino Progress Association Incorporated have recently planted a new bed of carpet roses in the High Street medium strip directly opposite the War Memorial Rose Garden.  These roses are of various colours and we hope that they will add a bit more colour to our town.  At present they are being protected from the local rabbit population by wire netting.  This netting will be in place until these young roses become a little more established.


Adjacent the Merino General Store and Post Office where the old stump has been removed we will shortly be planting a bed of annual flowers.


On the opposite site of High Street to the Merino General Store and Post Office and the Merino Hotel, we will be planting many very young natives.  These natives are anticipated to be mainly flowering types to add some colour to the area.


Co-operation Between Groups Within Merino


A resident of Merino has mentioned that there are various groups in Merino, i.e. Lions, Various Sporting Groups, MPA, Parents Group to name a few, and that each of these groups have their own events etc and seem to work in different directions.


The idea of the groups working together in a combined effort has been raised.  This idea is not to take any event away from a group, but to perhaps provide hands on assistance to that group in their goal or to perhaps value add to their idea.


The idea makes sense and we are open to discussion about co-operation between ourselves and other groups in the town.








Merino Progress Asso  1

